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LIONEL R. McCOLVIN 
A HUNDRED YEARS OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


Tue Centenary of the British Public Library movement falls in August of 
this year and is being celebrated throughout the country. 

There were, of course, ‘public libraries’—if one uses the term to include 
any libraries that may be used by the public—long before 1850. For example 
Sir Richard Whittington, the famous Lord Mayor of London of the nursery- 
rhyme, founded at Guildhall a ‘Common’ library, opened in 1421, to which 
John Carpenter, a Town Clerk of London, left ‘any good or rare books’ 
that ‘should be found among the residue of my books . . . for the profit of the 
students there and of those discoursing to the common people’. Other 
town libraries were established in the seventeenth century at Norwich, 
Bristol, Ipswich, Leicester and elsewhere; there was even a parochial free 
library founded in Buckinghamshire in 1623. The Guildhall Library was 
‘borrowed’ in 1549 by Edward, Duke of Somerset, and never returned; with 
one exception—the Chetham Library at Manchester—all these libraries fell 
into neglect and disuse through lack of funds and lack of interest, as did the 
parish libraries promoted in the eighteenth century by Dr. Bray and Thomas 
Kirkwood. 

But we are this year concerned with a particular kind of ‘public libraries’. 
William Ewart, the Member of Parliament for Dumfries who was largely 
responsible for their creation, described them as libraries ‘founded by the 
people, supported by the people and enjoyed by the people’. That, however, 
though true is an incomplete definition. The essential characteristics of these 
institutions are that they are administered by the elected local councils of our 
towns (and, now, our counties), and paid for by all the people in the locality 
because all those people must directly or indirectly pay their share of local 
taxation (rates), but—and this is important—they can be used freely and 
without payment by any member of the public. No subscription fees are, or 
may legally be, charged. Moreover, library provision has always been a 
matter for local decision; the town and county councils have been free to 
provide or not to provide, and to set their own standards. Thus the British 
system differs in vital respects from that of most other countries where one 
encounters on the one hand libraries making a charge for their services, or 
libraries supported and used wholly or partly by sections of the community, 
and on the other hand libraries receiving assistance from state or national 
funds. This is not the place to discuss the great virtues of our system, or, 
perhaps, its limitations. Nevertheless this is how we began and how we have 
continued. The history and the present position of our public libraries has 
been dictated by these basic principles, which were first clearly formulated 
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in that great document which was directly responsible for the birth of the 
service—the Report from the Select Committee on Public Libraries published 
in July 1849. The Chairman of this Committee was William Ewart. Four 
years earlier, in 1845, he had been largely responsible for a Museums Act 
which permitted town councils to spend local funds on the provision of 
museums, powers of which seven towns had availed themselves. Two of 
them, Warrington and Salford, anticipated the Public Libraries Act of 1850 
and, in the words of Joseph Brotherton, M.v. for Salford and Ewart’s closest 
ally, ‘smuggled in a small library, by way of a beginning’. 

The prime mover was, however, Edward Edwards, then an assistant on 
the staff of the British Museum. Concerned at the poverty of the library 
provision in this country he sought information regarding the resources of 
other countries and published the results of his inquiry in the Transactions of 
the Statistical Society of London in 1848. Impressed by these statistics Ewart 
persuaded Parliament to appoint the Select Committee. 

Edwards was the principal witness, and displayed not only an encyclo- 
pedic knowledge of library provision in Europe and America but, even more 
important, a clear conception of how the grave position could best be met. 
Other witnesses described conditions abroad, the humble efforts in Britain of 
the Mechanics Institutes, and ragged schools, and the condition of the people, 
for the most part quite unable to enjoy any ‘literature’ except perhaps half- 
perny dreadfuls, with eight million illiterate and, even more tragic, with 
many who learned to read but in later life forgot how to do so through lack of 
anything to read. This large folio volume, now, likemost Parliamentary papers 
of the period, by way of being a bibliographical rarity, is a human document 
of remarkable interest and incalculable influence. It should be reprinted. 

Strengthened by the evidence, Ewart introduced the first Public Libraries 
Bill in February 1850. There was much opposition; it was passed by the House 
of Commons after much discussion aud considerable modification, on 30 
July, and became law on 14 August. 

It was a very modest measure. Towns in England with populations of 
10,000 or more could, subject to a poll of ratepayers, adopt the Act and spend 
not more than the product of a halfpenny rate on providing premises and 
managing and staffing them. Books could not be bought; it was expected 
that they would be given—and the first libraries in fact had to supplement 
individual benefactions with appeals to the public. Later these restrictions 
were modified. Smaller places were given similar powers, the purchase of 
books was permitted and the rate limit raised to a penny, at which it remained 
until 1919. Towns in Ireland and Scotland were given similar powers in 1853. 

It would be pleasing if one could report that the people and the town 
councils eagerly availed themselves of this great new opportunity, but they 
did not. On the contrary progress was very slow and would have disheartened 
any but the keenest advocates. In the first ten years only twenty-four places 
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adopted the Act. Norwich was the first city to do so but Winchester and 
Manchester were the first to open the doors of their libraries. Edwards was 
appointed first Librarian of Manchester and there laid the foundations of the 
British library service. A man of vision and ability, he adopted sound—high 
yet practicable—standards at the outset. His books, especially in this connec- 
tion Free Town Libraries (Trubner, 1869), not only gave a vivid, detailed 
account of early progress but also proposed many ideals not to be attained for 
many years. 

Let us, before proceeding, list the pioncer towns because without their 
example the story might be very different—Warrington, Salford, Norwich, 
Winchester and Manchester, already noted, and Brighton, Bolton, Ipswich, 
Oxford, Liverpool, Blackburn, Cambridge, Sheffield, Hertford, Kidder- 
minster, Lichfield, Maidstone, Birkenhead, Leamington Spa, Westminster, 
Airdrie, Canterbury, Sunderland and Walsall. Altogether, however, by 1869 
only forty-four authorities had adopted the Act, with forty-eight more in the 
following decade. Apathy and ignorance were not alone responsible for this 
slow rate of advance; there was, strange though it may seem, active opposi- 
tion. In many towns libraries had been made possible only through the 
benefactions of wealthy citizens; elsewhere it must be admitted that the well- 
to-do were reluctant to extend to the masses the means of self education. 
Perhaps because of this the friends of librarics rallied together. In 1877, the 
Library Association was founded, with a membership embracing not only 
public librarians but also the librarians of the national and learned libraries 
and many lay friends of the movement. Of these last mentioned the outstand- 
ing was surely Thomas Greenwood, who as a lad had read in his lunch hours 
at the first Manchester library and later for a while served on the staff of the 
Sheffield Public Libraries. Wisely, as it happens, he deserted librarianship for 
publishing and, building up a successful business, devoted his ‘leisure’, which 
consisted of more hard work than most men devote co their livelihood, to 
the cause of public libraries. He preached, he wrote thousands of letters; above 
all he wrote the first important book since Edwards—a volume of 463 pages 
of argument and information entitled Free Public Libraries (Simpkin, Marshall, 
1886). New editions appeared at frequent intervals under various titles (Public 
Libraries; Greenwood’s Library Year Book, etc.) and the work was continued 
from 1910 to 1937 by A. J. Philip as The Libraries, Museums and Art Galleries 
Year Book; the latest edition under different editorship appeared in 1948 
published by James Clarke. 

Because he spurred others to action, arming the enthusiasts with facts and 
figures, teaching the increasing ranks of newly appointed librarians the 
techniques of their job, it is impossible to assess accurately our indebtedness to 
Greenwood. In the third, 1890, edition he says ‘four years ago .. . only 133 
places had adopted the Act. Now a total of 208 adoptions have been reached.’ 
For this ‘very satisfactory record’ he was surely largely responsible. 
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The next landmarks were, however, 1892 when James Duff Brown wrote 
an anonymous article for The Library entitled ‘A Plea for Liberty to Readers 
to Help Themselves’ and 1894 when he put his theory of ‘open access’ to the 
test of practice at Clerkenwell (now Finsbury) Library. The ‘open access’ 
system, now universal in this country, changes completely the face of public 
librarianship; it enables the library not only to serve adequately the purposive 
readers, it makes the library a genuinely educational agency by displaying to 
all who use it the rich variety of knowledge and of literature. Those who use 
the open access system as in Great Britain and America can only be amazed 
that in certain other countries the public remain in general deprived of its 
immeasurable benefits. 

By the turn of the century the movement was well established, with 
libraries in 400 towns in Great Britain, several of them, particularly in London 
and Cornwall, in buildings given by J. Passmore Edwards, newspaper pro- 
prietor and liberal philanthropist. Even more important were the benefac- 
tions of Andrew Carnegie who between 1897 and 1913 gave grants totalling 
nearly two million pounds for building and furnishing 380 libraries in Great 
Britain and Ireland. In 1913 he established the Carnegie United Kingdom 
Trust to continue this work, a task which has been performed wisely and 
effectively. In 1915 Professor W. G. S. Adams prepared for it a Report on 
Library Provision and Policy which drew attention to the lack of library pro- 
vision in rural areas due to the inability of County Councils to become 
library authorities. This position was rectified by the Public Libraries Act of 
1919, by which also the crippling penny rate limitation was removed, and the 
Trust was largely responsible, by grant aid, advice and encouragement, for 
establishing the county library service which now, together with the services 
of urban authorities, provide virtually nation-wide coverage. Today only 
60,000 people live in districts where no public libraries exist. 

To the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust credit must go also for the deve- 
lopment of a system of nation-wide inter-library co-operation, which is 
unequalled anywhere in the world, made possible by its subsidies to the 
National Central Library and the associated Regional Bureaux. 

Meanwhile the Library Association, to which Queen Victoria granted a 
Royal Charter in 1898, gradually relieved of one of its primary duties—that of 
promoting the adoption of the Libraries Acts—devoted more and more of 
its energies to the two closely associated tasks of improving the professional 
qualifications of library staffs and seeking higher standards of efficiency and 
provision in libraries throughout the country. The Association first held 
professional examinations in 1885, since when the scope of the syllabus has 
been widened and standards of efficiency raised stage by stage; in 1928 a 
Register of Librarians classed as Fellows and Associates was established, 
admission to which was thereafter open only to qualified and experienced 
practitioners. Today any man or woman who secks to undertake professional 
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duties in any public library must become a Chartered Librarian. Of the 
10,000 people engaged full-time in public library work today 2,500 are 
registered as Fellows or Associates and a considerable proportion of the 
remainder are studying for the necessary examinations, many of them at the 
ten whole-time schools of librarianship, all but one of which (the London 
University School) have been set up since the last war. 

It is impossible to over-estimate the value of the Association’s work in this 
field. Thereby it has created a recognized profession of librarianship; much 
more important, it has provided the libraries of the country with competent 
practitioners capable of administering effective systems and of giving ade- 
quate assistance to readers, and imbued with a sense of social responsibility 
and a philosophy of librarianship. 

The Association’s second task—that of securing adequate and progressive 
standards in all local library services—has been pursued in numerous ways: 
by organizing conferences and meetings, developing a much used library and 
information bureau, by publishing text-books, by propaganda, direct and 
indirect, by co-operation with a variety of other organizations and individuals 
interested in education, social progress, literature and whatever else will help 
to create a healthy society of individuals. 

Two of the illustrations accompanying this article are from a booklet 
A Century of Public Library Service issued last year by the Association and 
which is noted here because it typifies the attitude of the profession towards 
this Centenary. In its pages all those responsible for the British public library 
service are asked to express their gratitude for the work of the pioneers by 
seeking means, here and now, to secure better library services for the people, 
believing that the best memorial of the past is work for the future. 

Nevertheless the most critical must admit that the achievements of the 
century have been remarkable—nation-wide coverage, nation-wide co- 
operation, a quarter of the whole population regularly borrowing books— 
totally over 300,000,000—from 23,000 service points, efficient reference 
library services, with special commercial and technical departments, children’s 
libraries, school libraries, library service to the aged and infirm, to those in 
prisons and in hospitals, libraries of gramophone records and microfilms, 
lectures and exhibitions, above all something which we take so much for 
granted that we need to be reminded of it—just that in everything we have 
done we have kept our libraries amazingly and gloriously free from all 
partisanship, propaganda, or ulterior motive, from anything that would 
limit their value as a full free opportunity for all who would use them. Perhaps 
that is the greatest achievement of this century of public library service. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


There is no really satisfactory history of the public library movement. John 
Minto’s A History of the Public Library Movement in Great Britain aud Ireland 











(Library Association and Allen & Unwin, 1932, 10s.6d.) gives a thorough 
factual summary but fails to place the movement in its social environment. 
The works of Greenwood and Edwards must now be regarded as material 
for history rather than history; but J. J. Ogle’s The Free Library: its History and 
Present Condition (George Allen, 1897) gives a useful survey of the state of 
individual institutions up to that date, as well as an account of the birth of the 
movement. A new history is being prepared for the Library Association by 
Mr. W. A. Munford, City Librarian of Cambridge, who has been at pains to 
re-study original sources. John L. Thornton’s The Chronology of Librarianship 
(Grafton, 1941, 12s.6d.), an introduction to the history of libraries from the 
earliest times, serves as a reliable reference work for students of the public 
library. 

Three ‘reports’, in addition to the Adams Report already noted, must be 
mentioned: 

(a) The Report on Public Libraries in England and Wales presented by the 
President of the Board of Education to Parliament, May 1927 (H.M. Sta- 
tionery Office, 1927, 3s.6d.); known as the ‘Kenyon’ report, after the chair- 
man of the committee, Sir Frederic G. K enyon, this gives an excellent survey 
of the history, conditions and objectives of the service, with valuable recom- 
mendations. 

(b) A Survey of Libraries: Reports on a Survey made by the Library Association 
during 1936-37 (Library Association, 1938, 25s.), a large part of which 
comprises reports by twelve librarians who each surveyed the libraries in a 
region of the country. 

(c) Lionel R. McColvin’s The Public Library System of Great Britain: a 
Report on its Present Condition, with Proposals for Post War Reorganisation 
(Library Association, 1942, 5s.). This same writer had already outlined some 
of the ideals and purposes of the service in Libraries and the Public (Allen & 
Unwin, 1937, 5s.). 

Also for the lay reader L. Stanley Jast wrote an excellent short account of 
the history, purpose and practice of the public library, The Library and the 
Community (Nelson, 1939, $s.). 

Lionel R. McColvin and James Revie’s British Libraries (Longmans, Green 
for the British Council, revised edition 1949, 1s.) isa useful brief introduction. 

The standard text-book on librarianship has for many years been James 
Duff Brown’s Manual of Librarianship (6th edition edited by W. C. Berwick 
Sayers, Grafton, 1949, 35s.). For a simple account of routine methods see 
Edith J. Carnell’s Library Administration (Grafton, 1947, 12s.6d.). 

The Library Association’s new manual of county library practice is noted 
on page $26; meanwhile see Edith J. Carnell’s County Libraries: Retrospect 
and Forecast (Grafton, 1938, 10s.6d.) provocative, individual and interesting. 
Though inter-library co-operation has made great strides since its publica- 
tion the basic principles and machinery are well described in Luxmoore 
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Newcombe’s Library Co-operation in the British Isles (Allen & Unwin, 1937, 
ss.). The standard text-book on library law is Arthur R. Hewitt’s The Law 
Relating to Public Libraries, Museums and Art Galleries (Eyre and Spottiswoode, 
and edition, 1947, 12s.6d.) and the students of classification and cataloguing 
must, respectively, be versed in W. C. Berwick Sayers’ Manual of Classifica- 
tion (Grafton, 2nd edition, 1944, 35s.) and Henry A. Sharp’s Cataloguing: a 
Textbook for Use in Libraries (Grafton, 4th edition, 1948, 25s.) and the 
planner of libraries needs recourse to E. H. Ashburner’s Modern Public 
Libraries (Grafton, 1946, 25s.). 

Outstanding among the men who have influenced the outlook of the 
librarians of today, because, while both have been good ‘practical’ librarians, 
they have also thought about their work, are L. Stanley Jast—see his Libraries 
and Living: Essays and Addresses (Grafton, 1932, 10s.6d.) and Ernest A. Savage 
whose Special Librarianship in General Libraries and other papers (Grafton, 1939, 
15s.) and A Librarian Looks at Readers (Library Association, 1947, 155.) are 
full of challenge and of wisdom. 

Finally—since 1928 the Library Association has provided an invaluable 
summary of the literature of librarianship in The Year’s Work in Librarianship 
(Library Association, various dates and prices), and the Library Association 
Year Book gives a full list of members, details of its examinations and an 
excellent bibliography which may usefully supplement this article. For 
current affairs and ideas one turns naturally to periodicals: The Library 
Association Record, 1899 to date, the official journal, monthly; Library Review, 
1927 to date, quarterly; The Library World, 1898 to date, monthly; and the 
Librarian and Book World, 1910 to date, monthly. 

Asa postscript let it be said that the Library Association (Secretary P. S. J 
Welsford) has, as already noted, a very valuable library of librarianship, and 
its librarian, Henrik Jones, will be glad to answer any inquiries either on the 


literature of librarianship or on the past and present British public library 
service. 


Mr. Lionel R. McColvin. F.L.A., has been Librarian of the City of Westminster Public Libraries 
since 1938 and Hon. Secretary of the Library As:oci.tion since 1935. He is the author of the 
report on The Public Libriry System of Great Britain, and has written numerous other works 
on librarianship, some of which are mentioned in the above bibliography. 
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Bibliography 
WHITAKER S CUMULATIVE BOOK LIST. Part cH, January to December, 
1949. Whitaker, 22s.6d. sC4. 520 pages. Index. 
A list of books published in Great Britain in 1949. The first section is a classified list, 
with the books arranged alphabetically under authors’ names in each subject. In the 
second section the books are arranged in one alphabetical list under both author and 
title. The details given include author, title, subtitle, size, number of pages, illustra- 
tions, etc., price, month of publication, and classification. Statistics of British book 
production in 1949, and a list of British publishers, with addresses, are also included. 
(015.42) 
LIST OF CURRENT ENGLISH PERIODICALS, 1950. With a Subject 
Index. University Library, Cambridge. Cambridge University Press, 5s. 
sR8. 186 pages. Paper bound. 
This list contains the titles of the current English periodicals, including the proceedings 
of Learned Societies, which are received by the Cambridge University Library. Each 
entry gives the date of the earliest volume in the library; if this volume is not the first 
of the series, its number is also given. Calendars, almanacks, and directories, are not 
as a rule entered in this book. Not all the periodicals are in the University Library 
itself, but their location in College or Departmental Libraries is indicated. The list is 
arranged alphabetically under the title of the periodical, except in the case of the 
publications of a Society which will be found under the name of the Society. A very 
useful subject index is provided which occupies some sixty pages. (016.052) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY ON THE ROLLING OF IRON AND STEEL (INCLUDING 
REFERENCES TO THE MANUFACTURE OF SEAMLESS TUBES): 
(COVERING THE PERIOD 1920 TO 1947). 2 Volumes. Iron and 
Steel Institute: Library and Information Department. Iron and Steel 
Institute, Non-members, 25s.; Members, 15s. sR8. 457 pages. 

This annotated bibliography has been prepared at the request of the British Iron and 

Steel Research Association. It covers the period 1920 to 1947 but selected references to 

the literature published prior to 1920 are included. The bibliography is compiled from 

periodical references, apart from the last section which lists text-books. (016.672) 


FLOWER BOOKS AND THEIR ILLUSTRATORS. Catalogue of an Exhibition 
arranged for the National Book League by Wilfrid Blunt. Cambridge 
University Press, 2s. sD8. 70 pages. Coloured frontispiece. Bibliographical 
note. Index. Paper bound. 

A catalogue of the books displayed at the National Book League Exhibition held in 

London in the summer of 1950 and arranged by Wilfrid Blunt. The compressed in- 

formation it provides about the books is of value in itself. The catalogue is divided into 

sections under the headings: The Beginnings of Botanical Illustration; The Rebirth 
of Naturalism; The Early Woodcut Herbals; The Later Woodcut Herbals; Hand- 

Painted Florilegia; Early Etched and Engraved Books; England in the Early Eighteenth 
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Century; Georg Ehret and his Contemporaries; The Late Eighteenth Century; The 
Age of Redouté; England, 1787-1900; Modern Botanical Illustration; Oriental 
Flower-Painting. The descriptive notes accompanying the titles give particulars of the 
contents of the books, editions, appearance, arrangement, the quality of the illustra- 
tions, biographical notes and assessments of the artists’ work. Each section is prefaced 
by the briefest of introductions on the development of botanical illustration and 
methods of reproduction. (016.7416334) 


Public Libraries 


COUNTY LIBRARY PRACTICE. A Manual for Students. Edgar Osborne 
and F, A. Sharr. The Library Association, 10s.6d. D8. 144 pages. Tables. 
Index. 


Two types of public library prevail in Great Britain, the county library and the 
municipal, or town, library. As Mr. Osborne states in his preface to this book, “the 
functions of county and municipal libraries run along parallel lines, yet there is con- 
siderable difference in administrative methods, this variation being due to a geogra- 
phical difference in the area served by the respective authorities’. The two authors 
have had much experience as librarians in county systems and their object has been to 
give a clear picture of county library methods in text-book form for students of 
librarianship. The methods of organization and administration outlined in this book 
should also be of practical help to those librarians in other countries concerned with the 
operation of library systems covering wide geographical areas. (027.4224) 


A FAMILY AFFAIR. The Borough of Leyton Public Libraries. Produced 
in Association with the Central Office of Information. Leyton Public 
Libraries, 2s. ob.C4. 36 pages. 12 photographs. Map. Paper bound. 

This attractively produced brochure, consisting of twelve photographs with an intro- 

duction and captions, depicts the comprehensive character of an enterprising public 

library service in the East London area. It gives an excellent example of how the 
modern public library can become the social and cultural centre of its district. The 
material is that used for a set of photographs distributed, under the title of “British 

Public Libraries: Feature Set No. 229", by H.M. Information Services throughout the 

world for the use of the Press and all interested individuals and organizations and as 


part of the programme of the celebrations of the centenary of the passing of the first 
British Public Libraries Act in 1850. (027.44267) 


General Encyclopaedias 


OXFORD JUNIOR ENCYCLOPAEDIA. General Editors: Laura E. Salt and 
Robert Sinclair. Vol. rx. RECREATIONS. Edited by C. Day Lewis. 
Oxford University Press, 30s. C4. 512 pages. Illustrations. 

This is the fourth volume of the Oxford Junior Encyclopaedia to appear, and is 

devoted to recreations of all kinds, both past and present. Among these are games and 

sports of peoples all over the world; the theatre, the dance and the concert, including 
the cinema, musical instruments, ballet, opera, stage design, etc.; animal companions 
and pets, with entries on such things as national parks, and zoological gardens; and 

British clubs and societies, e.g. boys’ and girls’ clubs, women’s institutes, Toc H. The 

volume is, like its predecessors, excellently illustrated and clearly arranged, with 

ample cross-references from particular to general headings. This volume is edited by 


the poet and critic Cecil Day Lewis, and many well-known authorities are among the 
contributors. (032) 
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Journalism Newspapers 
MIGHTIER THAN THE SWORD. A Handbook on Journalism, Broad- 
casting, Propaganda, Public Relations and Advertising. Ernest C. Sommer- 
lad. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia), 16s. D8. 239 pages. Index. 
The author, for many years Managing Director of Country Press Ltd., in New South 
Wales, combines the experiences of his life-work with a very wide documentary study 
of the field. After a long and successful career as a journalist, he sets down, in plain 
terms, the fundamentals of newspaper work, relating them to present-day thought and 
practices and embracing such subjects as propaganda, public relations, advertising and 
broadcasting—in all of which he has had practical experience. Whilst general principles 
are discussed, conditions peculiar to Australia are not neglected. (070) 


THE JEWISH CHRONICLE, 1841-1941. A Century of Newspaper 
History. The Jewish Chronicle, 15s. D8. 202 pages. 18 illustrations. Index. 
This book, prepared by Cecil Roth, Reader in Jewish Studies at Oxford University, 
and the members of the staff of the newspaper, gives a history of The Jewish Chronicle, 
from its modest beginnings in 1841, set against the general background of the English 
and Anglo-Jewish scene. It provides invaluable sources of historical material for the 
history of Anglo-Jewry during the past hundred years. The Jewish Chronicle is unique 
among Jewish periodicals not only for the length of its life but for its high sense of 
responsibility and its accurate standard of news. (072) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


HAUNTED ENGLAND. A Survey of English Ghost-lore. Christina Hole. 
and edition. Batsford, 12s.6d. D8. 192 pages. 34 drawings by John Farleigh. 
Bibliography. Index. 


Belief in ghosts is almost as old as the human race and there is scarcely a reader who will 
not be fascinated by this retrospect of English ghost-lore, which presents a careful, 
unbiased account of a host of supernatural manifestations, some of which will make 
even the most sceptical pause to wonder. Some of the tales are supported by trust- 
worthy evidence, others are mere country tales which have survived for generations 
or new versions of much older legends confused in the memory with the lapse of 
centuries. The book is divided into chapters dealing with apparitions that warn of 
death, ghosts with a purpose, the supernatural power of mortal remains, ghosts of the 
great, spectral re-enactments of past events, traditional tales, hauntings after violent 
death, quiet ghosts, unknown ghosts, spectral coaches and horsemen, animal ghosts 
and, finally, poltergeists. The second edition contains various minor corrections and 
a note on the Borley Rectory famous in ghost annals. The bibliography and index have 
been entirely re-made. This is a book which will never lose its appeal. Mr. Farleigh’s 
eerie drawings are well attuned to the text. (133.12) 


EVERYDAY PROBLEMS OF CHILDHOOD. E. Mildred Nevill. Foreword by 
Paul Roberts. William Earl, 6s. C8. 156 pages. Bibliography. 

This book is written in the unusual form of conversations between an Educational 

Psychologist and individual members of three different families. Typical problems 

which arise in the home are presented and solutions based on understanding and co- 

operation between parents and children are suggested. The author does not attempt to 
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deal exhaustively with all issues raised, or to discuss serious problems of maladjust- 
ment, but secks rather to stimulate interest in the motives and needs of children and to 
suggest to the ordinary parent how their personalities can be developed and family ties 
strengthened. (136.73) 


THEMES AND VARIATIONS. Aldous Huxley. Chatto & Windus, 12s.6d. 
sD8. 268 pages. 10 illustrations. 


The longest essay in Mr. Huxley’s book deals with the French nineteenth-century 
philosopher Maine de Biran (1766-1824), who, like Mr. Huxley himself, began as an 
agnostic and became a mystic. Beginning with Biran’s Journal Intime, which reveals 
him, on the one hand, as a morbidly introspective invalid and, on the other, as a busy 
politician and addict of social life, Mr. Huxley goes on to discuss such contemporary 
problems as over-centralization, the conflict between the individual and society, over- 
population, man’s role in history and his obligations to himself and to God. Other 
essays treat of B roque art and religion, with special reference to the tombs of Bernini 
and Mazzuoli, Piranesi’s The Prisons, and the paintings and engravings of El Greco and 
Goya. ‘The Double Crisis’ explores the problem of the dwindling material resources 
of the earth in relation to increasing population. The book is a delight for the spectacle 
it affords of the play of so graceful and lively an intelligence. (149.3) 


THE UNWRITTEN PHILOSOPHY and Other Essays. F. M. Cornford. 
Edited with an Introductory Memoir by W. K. C. Guthrie. Cambridge 
University Press, 12s.6d. D8. 160 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Appendix. 

Francis M. Cornford (1874-1943), late Laurence Professor of Ancient Philosophy 

and Fellow of Trinity College in the University of Cambridge, wrote, between 1921 

and 1942, the eight essays which make up this volume, exploring various aspects of 

Greek thought. The essays, five of which have not been published before, appear in 

the order of their composition, and their presentation in book form is the fulfilment of 

a plan which the author had discussed with Mr. Guthrie, whose introductory memoir 

deals with Professor Cornford’s work, style and thought. There are three noteworthy 

features of these essays. First, the application of the author’s theory, which concerned 
him all his life, viz., that a particular philosophy of life is an integral element in the 
work of an historian, a poet or a philosopher; this unconscious element in literature 
and philosophy is most fully analy ed in the title essay, The Unwritten Philosophy. The 
second is the application of Greek thought to modern problems, and the third, the 
author’s clarity of presentation combined with a poetic insight in establishing his 
arguments. The appendix lists the author’s publications on classical subjects (excluding 
reviews). (180.4) 


THE WORKS OF GEORGE BERKELEY, BISHOP OF CLOYNE. Edited 
by A. A. Luce and T. E. Jessop. Vol. 111. ALCIPHRON or THE MINUTE 
PHILOSOPHER. Edited by T. E. Jessop. Nelson, 30s. R8. 338 pages. 
(Bibliotheca Britannica Philosophica) 

The third volume in a handsome edition of the works of George Berkeley (1685- 

1753) who ranks among the greatest in English philosophy. In Alciphron Berkeley 

defends the Christian religion against the free-thinkers of his time, using the dialogue 

form in argument with supreme skill. The illuminating introduction by the editor 

(Ferens Professor of Philosophy in the University College of Hull) considers Alciphron 

as literature and as Christian apologetics, compares Berkeley with Joseph Butler, 

explains why Berkeley singled out the Dutch physician Bernard Mandeville and the 
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Earl of Shaftesbury for special attack, discusses the philosophy in Alciphron and analyses 
the argument. In an appendix he refers to the affinity of idea to Alciphron in two of 
Swift's writings against the free-thinkers. The text of Alciphron printed here is that of 
the 1752 edition; it has been broken up to exhibit the dialogue form, and the spelling 
and punctuation have been modernized. (192.3) 


RELIGION 


THE GOLDEN WELL. An Anatomy of Symbols. Dorothy Donnelly. Sheed 
& Ward, 10s.6d. L.Post 8. 205 pages. 


This is an attempt to find unity of meaning behind the varied symbols used by men 
throughout the world to express their experiences. As the author says ‘if such a unity 
exists, then it should be possible to decode and translate . . . so that what seemed 
foreign will be seen as familiar’. The inquiry is undertaken with a preconceived idea 
of the conclusion to which it will lead. ‘The desire of joy is bred in the bone and in the 
brain of every man who comes into this world’ we are told in the introduction, and 
the “desire of joy must really be the desire of God . . . If this be true the symbols 
must signify . . . the unity of man in God.’ This book will find acceptance among 
those to whom the following paragraph is meaningful. ‘All symbols are symbols of 
something, and all created things are in themselves symbols of the divine personality 
which brought them into being. The signs are everywhere about us but what baffles 
us—since Adam—is how to read them and how to interpret them. We still try to 
name the animals, but it is not true for us as it was for Adam that whatever we call 
them that is their name.’ (201.48) 


THESSALONIANS. William Neil. Hodder & Stoughton, 10s.6d. D8, 252 pages. 
Index. (Moffatt New Testament Commentary) 

In this volume Dr. Neil completes this famous series of New Testament commentarics 

based on the modern translation by Dr. Moffatt. A learned and lucid introduction, 

explaining the problems connected with the date, origin and purpose of the Epistle 

to the Thessalonians, and treating some of the principal theological questions posed by 

the text, precedes the commentary on the text itself. (227.81) 


CHRISTIAN BELIEF. Alec R. Vidler. S.C.M. Press, 10s.6d. D8. 120 pages. 
Index. 


This book consists of a course of lectures delivered before a mixed audience of students 
from many faculties in the University of Cambridge. Canon Vidler, an experienced 
University Missioner and a scholar of distinction, here summarizes with appealing 
succinctness the faith of Christians as expressed in terms of the traditional framework 


of the Creeds. (238) 


THE ORIGIN AND EVOLUTION OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 
T. G. Jalland. Hutchinson, 7s.6d. C8. 200 pages. Notes. Indexes. (Hutchin- 
son's University Library) 

This is a valuable addition to a new and interesting series of theological text-books and 

into it Dr. Jalland has packed the fruit, of the last fifteen years, of the discussions and 

findings of scholars upon the difficult problems of early Christian development. Not 
the least valuable part of the book is that which traces the close relations between the 
early Church and the Jewish inheritance in faith and in worship and organization. 

The work closes with a discussion of the relations between the Early Church and the 

Roman Empire. (270.1) 
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HISTORY OF THE REFORMATION IN SCOTLAND. John Knox. Edited 
by William Croft Dickinson. 2 vols. Nelson, 84s. R8. 484 : 498 pages. 
Glossary. Note on authorities. Genealogical tables. Index. 

John Knox (1505-72) was a celebrated Scottish reformer. In Carlyle’s opinion it was a 

loss to literature that Knox’s book was not ‘far more extensively legible to mankind 

at large’. Hitherto there has been only Laing’s scholarly edition of the complete works 

(1846-64), with very full notes and a faithful transcript of Knox’s erratic orthography 

and a few popular editions. The present edition is designed to appeal to both the scholar, 

and the general reader. Laing’s transcript has formed the basis of the text, but the 
spelling x has been modernized throughout. There is an introduction of over one hundred 
pages which gives a very good summary of the period, placing the man, the movement 
and the book in their historical setting. The notes are kept to a minimum but appear 
to cover all difficulties. The editor is Frazer Professor of Ancient (Scottish) History and 
Palacography in the University of Edinburgh and is also editor of the Scottish His- 
torical Review. He is recognized as the authority on this subject. (274.1) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Political Science 


ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF WORLD poLitics. Waiter Theimer. Edited, 
revised and enlarged by Peter Campbell. Faber & Faber, 30s. R8. 471 pages. 
18 maps (one in colour). Appendix. 

The genesis of this well-arranged reference book goes back to the smaller Penguin 

Political Dictionary by the same compiler which was published by Penguin Books in 

1940. Now, with the assistance of Mr. Campbell, Lecturer in Government and 

Administration in the University of Manchester (who besides editing and revising the 

text has contributed important additions, including a number on United Kingdom 

and British Commonwealth questions), and the advisory co-operation of several 
authorities on international affairs, the material of the earlicr work has been expanded 
into a comprehensive and easily consulted volume. For anyone who needs compact 
and up-to-date information on political questions and personalities of the hour this 
encyclopedia is indi ispensable. In alphabetical sequence it presents current political 
terms, systems, trends, problems and watchwords, as well as concise accounts of all 
countries, with their constitutions, parties and conditions as obtaining in the winter 
of 1949. Except for entries on political thinkers whose ideas have influenced our time 
the content is purely contemporary. In certain important instances the record has in 
fact been brought up to 1 January 1950, and a five-column summary of the British 

General Election of 23 February 1950, is provided in an appendix. For the sketch-maps 

illustrating the text, Miss Eila M. J. Campbell, Lecturer in Geography at Birkbeck 

College, University of London, is responsible. Other editions of the encyclopedia are 

being published in various countries, including the United States, Switzerland and 

Germany, but it is for this English edition that many revisions and new entries 

have been specially undertaken. (320.3) 


WHITE SETTLERS AND NATIVE PEOPLES. An Historical Study of Racial 
Contacts between English-speaking Whites and Aboriginal Peoples in the 
United States, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. A. Grenfell Price. 
Cambridge University Press and Georgian House (Melbourne, Ausiralia), 25s. 


D8. 232 pages. 64 photographs. Bibliographical notes. Appendix. Index. 
This book reveals many remarkable similarities in the various invasions with which it 
deals and their results, a study of which, the author believes, may assist those conducting 
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native policy and administration. The importance of comparative study is em- 
phasized and the need is stressed for more scientific examination, more competent 
administration and more generous government finance in dealing with the prowlems 
arising from white-native contacts except perhaps in the United States where the 
achievements of the Roosevelt-Collier ‘ New Day for American Indians’ are examined 
and praised. This book is fully indexed and the bibliographical notes are extensive. 
The author, who is Master of St. Mark’s College and lecturer in Geography in the 
University of Adelaide, collected most of his material for this book prior to 1939 but 
some later material has been obtained by correspondence. His previous works include 
White Settlers in the Tropics, Foundation and Settlement of South Australia. (323-1) 


IN FACE OF FEAR. Michael Scott’s Challenge to South Africa. Freda 
Troup. Faber & Faber, 12s.6d. D8. 227 pages. 5 portraits. 3 maps. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 

The Rev. Michael Scott has become notable in recent years for his championship of 

the Indians and natives of South Africa against the policy of the Union government. 

This book, written by a South African friend and colleague, is particularly concerned 

with the case of the Hereros of South-West Africa and their struggle to avoid incor- 

poration in the Union. Their history is traced from early times, through the period 
of German rule, and under South Africa’s mandate; the latter part of the book deals 
particularly with Scott’s work on their behalf, including his attempts to bring the 

matter before the United Nations. (323.168) 


Economics 
DOUBLE TAXATION CONVENTIONS. F. E. Koch. supPLEMENT TO 
VOL. 1. Stevens & Sons, 25s. D8. 202 pages. Tables. Index. 

The first volume of the original work (noted in the October 1947 issue of British Book 
News), to which this is a supplement, dealt with the problem of double taxation of 
income in so far as tax relief affects those concerned in any way, be they lawyer or 
business man, with international trade, investment, employment and professional 
activities. Since publication of the first volume much has happened in the field of tax 
relief by conventions between the United Kingdom, the British Dominions and 
certain foreign countries. Several statutes on the subject have also been passed as well as 
a considerable number of statutory rules and orders. This book deals with all the new 
material and includes the legislation, not only of the United Kingdom, but of the 
British Dominions, Ireland, the Netherlands and the United States of America. It is in 
two parts, the first being in the form of a supplement to the original, page by page, 
whilst the second part contains the new conventions. It is a valuable adjunct to the main 
work. (336.2) 


THE DISTRIBUTION OF CONSUMER GoOops. A Factual Study of 
Methods and Costs in the United Kingdom in 1938. James B. Jefferys, 
assisted by Margaret Maccoll and G. L. Levett. Cambridge University Press, 
35s. SR8. 449 pages. 6 charts. 32 tables. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 
(National Institute of Economic and Social Research: Economic and Social 
Studies) 

A large number of individual firms, trade associations, market research organizations, 

government departments and other bodies contributed the information upon which 


this study is based. It is in two parts: the first comprises nearly a hundred detailed 
studies, with numerous tables, relating to the distribution of individual commodities 
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and groups of commodities; the second summarizes this information and discusses both 
distribution costs as a whole and also the factors which influence the methods and total 
cost of distribution of individual commodities. The work, an important contribution 
to structural economics, was undertaken under the auspices of the National Institute 
of Economic and Social Research. (339.2) 


Law 

COMPARATIVE LAW. H. C. Gutteridge. 2nd edition. Cambridge University 
Press, 15s. D8. 230 pages. Tables. Appendix. Index. (Cambridge Studies in 
International and Comparative Law) 


The expression ‘comparative law’ is difficult to define and the author of this book 
describes it as a method of legal study and research. He explains first of all the origin 
and meaning of the phrase and then describes the various purposes for which the 
comparative method can be utilized. Finally, he gives an estimate of the value of 
comparative law as an instrument for the growth and development of law. Com- 
parison of the laws of England and its legal system with those of other countries has 
not, hitherto, been universal among practitioners in England but has been regarded 
more as a study for the academic lawyer. This attitude is changing and Dr. Gutteridge’s 
work will do much to stimulate interest in this field. This new edition retains the 
original plan unaltered but certain passages have been rewritten. A most valuable 
appendix contains a list of foreign law reports and law reviews. Dr. Gutteridge is a 
King’s Counsel and Emeritus Professor of Comparative Law in the University of 
Cambridge. (340.5) 


LEARNING THE LAW. A Book for the Guidance of the Law Student. 
G. L. Williams. 3rd edition. Stevens & Sons, 12s.6d. D8. 206 pages. 


The scope of this work is apparent from its title. The author explains, quite sim 

the various divisions of the law and the meaning of common law and equity. He 
gives the mechanism of scholarship, methods of study, a technique for reading case- 
law, the working out of problems, answering questions and procedure in the examina- 
tion room. Moots, mock trials and legal research are dealt with in passing and a 
chapter is devoted to professional prospects after qualifying. A new chapter gives 
advice on general reading in the field of legal literature. It has been written for the new 
law student who will avoid much labour and fruitless effort if he reads it before com- 
mencing his studies. It can also be read with much profit by the not so new student 
and others interested in the law of England. Dr. Williams is Professor of Public Law 
in the University of London and a barrister. (340.7) 


THE CONSTITUTION OF CEYLON. Sir Ivor Jennings. Oxford University 
Press (London), 16s.; (Bombay, India), Rupees 10. D8. 274 pages. Index. 


Sir Ivor Jennings, a most distinguished expert on constitutional law and author of 
Cabinet Government and other works, is now Vice-Chancellor of the University 
of Ceylon. In 1943 he was called in to advise Mr. Senanayake, now Prime Minister of 
Ceylon, and remained as his constitutional adviser until the achievement of indepen- 
dence and full Dominion status. None therefore could be in a better position to 
survey both the history of developments since the Donoughmore Commission’s 
recommendations of 1931, and the actual working of the existing Constitution. 
Part II prints the major Constitutional documents of 1947 securing independence. 


(342.548) 
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THE LAW AND THE PEOPLE.N.R. Tillett. Harrap, 8s.6d. sD8. 198 pages. 
11 plates. Bibliography. Index. 


This book, written by a solicitor, is an outline of the legal system of England and 
Wales and its purpose is to explain to the inquiring layman how the law works. The 
author writes of the meaning of law, its basis, evolution and workings, scope of the 
law, legislation and the Court system. Of the problems discussed, two are of particular 
interest today, namely, young offenders and law reform. A chapter on ‘Rivals to the 
Courts’ relates to administrative and domestic tribunals, a matter on which exists a 
wide divergence of opinion. An elementary work, concise and well written. 
(347.0942) 
MANUAL OF GERMAN LAW. Vol. 1. Foreign Office. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 25s. sR8. 324 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Appendices. Index. 
This work has been prepared mainly to provide members of the staff in the British 
Zone of Germany with an elementary guide to German law. It will, however, serve 
many other useful purposes. This first volume contains a general introduction, and 
covers civil and commercial law. Dr. E. J. Cohn contributes the introduction and the 
section on civil law which deals with obligations, property, domestic relations and 
succession. The section on Commercial Law is the work of Dr. Martin Wolff. The 
book also contains a bibliography, a list of German terms, a model of the German 
land register and an explanation of the monetary reform of 1948. A foreword has been 
contributed by Sir Eric Beckett, Legal Adviser to the British Foreign Office. Modern 
works in English on foreign law are few and members of the legal profession in 
particular will welcome this book. (349.43) 


Administration 


COLONIAL OFFICE LIST, 1950. H.M. Stationery Office, 15s. D8. 
656 pages. Map. Index. 

An invaluable reference work on the Colonial Empire, as it gives not only staff lists 

and a biographical record of services of Colonial officials, but also a brief account of 


each separate territory, with statistics. There is also a useful list of British official papers 
of Colonial interest published since 1925. (351.2) 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND THE COLONIES. A Report to the Fabian 
Colonial Bureau. Edited by Rita Hinden. Allen & Unwin, 16s. D8. 
260 pages. 8 maps. 

This review, to which many members of the Fabian Colonial Bureau, and others, have 

contributed by advice, drafting, and revision, is divided into three parts. The first deals 

with local government in its broad aspects, particularly in England. The second 
examines eight representative territories (with a map of each)—Jamaica and British 

Guiana in the West Indies, the Gold Coast, Kenya, Tanganyika, and Northern Rho- 

desia for Africa, Mauritius as an example of an island colony, and the Anglo-Egyptian 

Sudan. Finally there is a general review of the various problems encountered. 

(352.042) 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN NEW ZEALAND. Edited by F. B. Stephens. 
Department of Internal Affairs (Wellington, New Zealand), 30s. R8. 358 pages. 
Index. 


Essays on the administrative units of local government in New Zealand and their 
relationship to general government. Delivered originally as a series of lectures for a 
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refresher course, the essays have been revised for general publication by the authorities 
responsible for their delivery. The subdivisions covered include municipal and county 
government, and power, harbour and hospital board administration. The book is the 
only general treatment of the subject available. The editor, unfortunately killed in an 
aircraft accident in 1949, was Assistant Under-Secretary of the Department of Internal 
Affairs and for many years Secretary of the Local Government Commission. 
(352.0931) 
BRITISH POLITICS SINCE 1900. D. C. Somervell. Dakers, 15s. D8. 
280 pages. Index. (Twentieth Century Histories) 
The author’s purpose in this book is to present the history of party politics in Britain, 
with the rise and fall of governments and the changes in party political opinion from 
1900 to the present day. Events in general history are reterred to only as they affect 
the fate of governments or illustrate their policies. Thus he traces the events which led 
to the Liberal ‘landslide’ in 1906, the circumstances that make coalition governments 
necessary, and the ways in which different governments have faced the problems of 
wartime, of peace-making, of ‘slumps’ and of reconstruction. With impartial distribu- 
tion of praise and censure to the leading men of the period, Mr. Somervell draws them 
as very human figures at whose mistakes he expresses no surprise. There are broader 
topics, too, which the reader can reconstruct with the help of the evidence that the 
author supplies, e.g. The Irish Question, The Growth of Social Legislation, The 
Emergence of the Labour Party to power, the Changes in Foreign Relations and the 
Career of Winston Churchill. Since the narrative includes events as late as the General 
Election of 1950, it is clear that there are few readers who will not regard this book as 
a record of some of their personal experiences put in a new light. The story of this last 
half-century is vividly and often wittily told by a writer who possesses scholarship, a 
keen observation and an enviable memory. (354.42) 


REPORT OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL ON THE AFRICANIZATION OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE. 
[GOLD COAST|. Government Printer, Accra (Gold Coast, West Africa), 
3s. Ffol. 45 pages. Paper bound. (Sessional Paper No. 1 of 1950) 

The Select Committee was appointed i in 1949 ‘to draw up a comprehensive scheme for 

the progressive Africanization of each department of the Public Service during the 

next ten years’. Their principal recommendations concern the appointment and pro- 
motion of Africans, non-political control of the Civil Service, some reorganization 
of educational training, and an interesting proposal that medical and dental students 
sent for training to Great Britain should be under bond to return to practise in their 


own country. (354.667) 


Military Science 


ORGANIZATION AND EQUIPMENT FOR WAR. Sir Ronald M. Weeks. 
Foreword by Field-Marshal Viscount Montgomery. Cambridge University 
Press, 78.6. C8. 132 pages. $ folded charts. 

General Weeks, who was Deputy Chief of the Imperial General Staff during the last 

three years of the Second World War, here gives a clear insight into the many 

problems of the higher control of the nation in war. The book comprises three lectures 
which were given by him as the Lees Knowles Lectures at Cambridge University in 

1948. Chapter I, entitled “The Central Machine’, deals with the Defence Committee 
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during the war, in which it controlled operations and supply; the Chiefs of Staff 
Committee with its main adjuncts, the Joint Planning Statf and Joint Intelligence 
Sub-Committee; the War Cabinet Secretariat; the War Cabinet; and, finally, the Com- 
bined Chiefs of Staff Committee which was set up when the United States entered the 
war. Chapter II traces the development of the war organization of the British War 
Office, and the next two chapters are devoted to the specification, supply and allocation 
of equipment. Then follow chapters on Movement Control; the effect of Supply on 
strategy and tactics; the post-war organization of the Central Machine; the unification 
of the Services; and the Army of the present day (1948). In conclusion, the author 
briefly studies the question of preparedness for war. (355-0942) 


Education 


STRUCTURE AND AIMS OF CANADIAN EDUCATION. J. G. Althouse. 
W. J. Gage (Toronto, Canada), $1.25. sM8. 77 pages. 
The author, who is Chief Director of Education, Department of Education of the 
Province of Ontario, was formerly a teacher, and from 1934 to 1944 Dean of 
the Ontario College of Education. The book is made up of two lectures, delivered on the 
Quance lectureship in Canadian: education: ‘The administrative study of Canadian 
public education” and ‘The dominant philosophy of Canadian secondary education’. 
Both are interpretative, rather than statistical. The first examines the implication of 
the fact that education is a provincial, not a dominion responsibility. It emphasizes the 
importance of tradition and history in the growth of a strong school community, and 
the role of the provincial government in providing the conditions under which such 
a school may develop. The second discusses the exact function of secondary schools, 
the meaning of discipline and freedom, and the development of ‘those qualities of 
mind and heart upon which our democratic way of life depends’. (370.1097!) 


EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY: ITS PROBLEMS AND METHODS. 
Charles Fox. 4th edition, revised and enlarged. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 
21s. D8. 396 pages. Tables. Diagrams. Subject index. Name index. (Inter- 
national Library of Psychology, Philosophy and Scientific Method) 

An expanded and largely rewritten edition of a work which was first published in 

1925. Three new chapters include one on the logic of mental measurement, and two 

deal with the bearing of psychological research on present-day educational practice. 

In his preface, the author hopes that ‘this edition . . . will enable the student to find his 

way about the vast and growing jungle of experimental work, so as not to lose sight 

of the psychological wood in the forest of statistical trees’. (370.15) 


THE EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF CHILDREN. The Teacher’s 
Guide to the Keeping of School Records. William Glassey and Edward J. 
Weeks. Foreword by Professor Sir Cyril Burt. University of London Press, 
8s.6d. C8. 262 pages. 3 folding charts. 12 diagrams. 5 appendices. Index. 

Modern trends in education in Great Britain are placing more and more reliance on 

the teachers’ estimates of the abilitics and potentialities of their pupils. This book by 

two Inspectors of Schools, Croydon Education Committee, has been written to help 
teachers to complete and interpret school records, and covers all aspects of child 
development—intellectual, physical and emotional—from the teachers’ point of view. 

A chapter on elementary statistics explains the scientific basis of this method of 
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assessment; others deal with physical qualities, general mental ability, educational 
attainment, special aptitudes and interests, and the social background; and lines for 
further research are suggested. (371.26) 


DIAGNOSTIC AND ATTAINMENT TESTING. Including a Manual of Tests, 
their Nature, Use, Recording and Interpretation. Fred J. Schonell and F. 
Eleanor Schonell. Oliver & Boyd, 18s.6d. C4. 176 pages. 7 figures. 26 tables. 
Bibliography. 

This book makes available in a single volume all Professor Schonell’s well-known tests, 

with norms, and comments and “farther guidance for the use of teachers, adminis- 

trators, and educational psychologists. In the earlier sections, the main principles to be 
observed in the use of tests for both assessment of scholastic levels and diagnosis of 
difficulties are set out. The diagnostic value of various tests for educational guidance 
in verbal and arithmetical studies is dealt with in some detail, together with their 
assessive value for indicating changes in school achievements by entries made on cumu- 
lative record cards. The limitations as well as the values of tests are pointed out, and 

guidance is given in how results should be interpreted. The book concludes with a 

guide to remedial material for backward pupils and a list of books on testing and 

remedial methods. (371.26) 


THE GIRLS’ SCHOOL YEAR BOOK, 1950. 44th year. A. & C. Black, 
12s.6d. C8. 684 pages. Index. 


This is the official year-book of the Association of Head Mistresses. Part I deals with 
leading Girls’ Public Schools in Great Britain, arranged in alphabetical order of towns. 
Information given comprises details of staff, general arrangements, fees, examinations, 
etc. The right of insertion in the text of the book has been limited to Public Schools, 
as distinguished from Private Schools by their possession of a Governing Body. Details 
of all Universities and Colleges also appear in this section. Part [1 deals with careers for 
girls with particulars of the requirements of the various professions. A complete list 
of Public Secondary Schools for girls appears at the end of the book followed by a list 
of Preparatory Schools. (376.942) 


Commerce Postal Service 


THAILAND. Review of Commercial Conditions, October, 1949. Board of 
Trade. H.M. Stationery Office, 6d. L.Post 8. 26 pages. Paper bound. 

In addition to reviewing Thailand’s pre-war and present-day trade, this pamphlet 

gives general information as to the country’s economic structure. It gives details of 

finance, transport and communications, and of the rice-milling, saw-milling, and 

other individual industries. The final sections describe the impact of the war on 

Thailand, and survey the post-war scene. (380.9593) 


HONG KONG AND THE TREATY PORTS: POSTAL HISTORY AND 
POSTAL MARKINGS. Various authors. 2nd edition. Postal History Society, 
84s. F4. 330 pages. 50 plates. Line illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 


This book was originally compiled in 1934; it describes the postal history of Hong 
Kong and the British Treaty Ports in China in considerable detail and illustrates the 
various types of postmarks in use there. The second edition has been revised and 
extended to include the period since the original publication. (383.495125) 
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THE MERCANTILE NAVY LIST AND MARITIME DIRECTORY, I949. 
Corrected to 31 December 1948 from Official and other Sources by the 
Registrar-General of Shipping and Seamen. Ministry of Transport. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 63s. SR8. 1,522 pages. Tables. 

This edition contains particulars of all vessels reported as registered in the United 

Kingdom, British Overseas Dominions and Protectorates at 31 December 1948. The 

main body of the work consists of alphabetical lists of British registered Steam Vessels, 

Motor Vessels, and Sailing and other vessels—which contain particulars of the official 

number, name and description of each ship; International Code signal (visual); port 

and year of registry; where and when built; dimensions, tonnage and power; and the 
name of the owner and manager. Other useful information includes lists of the 
principal Public Offices connected with the Mercantile Marine in the United King- 
dom; of Chambers of Commerce and Shipowners’ Associations, etc. at the principal 
ports of the United Kingdom; of training ships and schools for the Merchant Service; 
and of Lloyd’s Agents both in Britain and overseas. (387.2058) 


PHILOLOGY 


HERE, THERE AND EVERYWHERE. Essays upon Language. Eric Partridge. 
Hamish Hamilton, 8s.6d. C8. 188 pages. 


Eric Partridge, whose many books on the English language mark his original approach 
to the subject, again, in this book of fourteen essays, gives a further taste of his quality. 
He ranges here, there and everywhere along some curious by-paths of English usage. 
For example, there are the many examples where words and phrases of one language 
seem to have a derogatory reference to another nation. The philological examination 
of the names that nations and tribes give themselves reveals a natural human arro- 
gance. He treats slang from many points of view and shows that the slang of soldiers, 
English, French and German, can illustrate how a word falls into place if it fits the 
genius of the language. The contribution to English of American proper names and 
of the South American languages is dealt with in two essays. The examination of 
Swift’s proper names in Gulliver’s Travels, the nonsense words of Edward Lear and 
Lewis Carroll, and the ubiquity of certain nicknames furnishes further instances of the 
wealth of material that this scholarly and human writer has at his disposal. (420.4) 


A MANUAL OF GOOD ENGLISH. W. J. Weston. George Newnes, 10s.6d. 
C8. 318 pages. 
The general reader or writer confronted with some perplexity in language usage often 
finds his search for a solution in a conventional grammar unrewarding: it may not be 
easy to find a rule or illustration applicable to his difficulty. Mr. Weston successfully 
overcomes this trouble in his book of 250 alphabetically arranged subjects dealing with 
correct English usage. The essentials of formal grammar lose their formality in the 
clear expositions and the many, often humorous, examples. The use of the apostrophe, 
of the collective noun, of capitals, appropriate prepositions, and the third person, are a 
few of the well-known stumbling blocks that are removed. By examining examples 
from the work of famous writers the author encourages the cultivation of literary 
appreciation and reveals the technique of good composition. This book, as attractive 
as it is helpful, is written with a humour and absence of pedantry that reveal the 
author’s appreciation of the difficulties of others. (425) 
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PURE SCIENCE 


THE GROWTH OF SCIENTIFIC IDEAS. William P. D. Wightman. 
Oliver & Boyd, 25s. D8. 507 pages. Frontispiece. 7 plates. 35 figures in text. 
Endpaper maps. Bibliographies. Chronology. Indexes. 

This book does not claim to be another history of science but a guide to the study of 

the development of scientific thought as illustrated by a few dominant ideas. The work 

should be read with interest by anyone who has learnt enough general science to wish 
to continue the inquiry into the origin of our present-day scientific concepts and the 
part played by science in the creation of our culture. Much historical fact has been 
packed into this volume, whilst the good general bibliography provided caters for the 
reader who wishes to explore further any points of special interest. (s09) 


Astronomy 

A CONCISE HISTORY OF ASTRONOMY. Peter Doig. Foreword by 
Sir Harold Spencer Jones. Chapman & Hall, 21s. D8. 331 pages. References. 
Bibliography. Index. 

This new volume by the editor of the Journal of the British Astronomical Association is a 

concise history of the development of astronomy. The author’s intention of providing 

a handy reference book useful to students as a record of the main events and of the chief 

work of individual astronomers has been admirably fulfilled. A selected list of books 


for further reference has also been included. The Astronomer Royal contributes a 
foreword. ($20.9) 


THE PLANET MARS. Gérard de Vaucouleurs. Translated from the French 
by Patrick A. Moore. Faber & Faber, 10s.6d. D8. 87 pages. Maps. Diagrams. 
Index. 

The author, who is attached to the Institut d’ Astrophysique de Paris, aims in this little 

book to give the reader an objective view of the present state of the Martian problem, 

and supplies an impartial account of all the theories advanced to account for the 

problems that have not yet been definitely solved. (523.43) 


Physics 
THE MEANING OF RELATIVITY. Albert Einstein. 4th edition. Methuen, 
7s.6d. C8. 150 pages. 2 appendices. Index. 

Einstein’s four lectures, given at Princeton University, U.S.A., in 1921, form the basis 
of this book, the best of the short expositions of relativity. Some mathematical know- 
ledge is assumed, but the relevant parts of the tensor calculus are explained fully. There 
are chapters on pre-relativity physics, special relativity and two on the general theory. 
The first appendix deals briefly with certain advances in the theory of relativity be- 
tween 1921 and 1946, and the second, which is new to this edition, gives an account of 
Einstein’s new Generalized Theory of Gravitation. ($30.1) 


PHOTOMETRY AND THE EYE. W. D. Wright. Hatton Press, 7s.6d. C8. 
138 pages. 30 figures in text. References. Tables. Index. 
A critical survey, by an authority, of the relations between measurements of physical 
stimulus (light) and the sensation produced (vision). On the physical side the review 
covers in principle all modern methods of photometry and types of light source; on 
the subjective side it summarizes much information about vision under various cir- 
cumstances. The author does not shirk difficulties, and distinguishes between accepted 
and controversial matters. Nevertheless, the book is of value to anyone of reasonable 
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technical attainments who has practical interest in problems of lighting. (There is no 
heavy mathematics.) (535.2) 


Chemistry 
ADVANCED CHEMICAL CALCULATIONS. Sylvanus J. Smith. Macmillan, 
17s. D8. 462 pages. Tables. Diagrams. Answers to exercises. Index. 

This work follows in principle Mr. Smith’s earlier Introductory Chemical Calculations 
and extends the course to degree standard. Questions are included from Royal Institute 
of Chemistry examinations as well as from those of the Universities. The brief outline 
of necessary theory makes the book a useful skeleton revision course of theoretical 
physical chemistry, quite apart from its use in teaching the essential quantitative basis 
of the subject. (541) 


THE CHEMICAL ELEMENTS AND THEIR COMPOUNDS.N. V. Sidgwick. 

2 vols. Oxford University Press, 70s. sR8. 1,740 pages. References. Indexes. 
This is a work of great distinction and great value. Professor Sidgwick surveys the 
whole of theoretical inorganic chemistry, element by element, including those com- 
pounds of carbon which, while commonly allotted to the organic field, are essential 
for a balanced study of the whole. The style has all Sidgwick’s characteristic lucidity 
and every section can be read as a continuous account of its subject, the book being 
free, on the whole, from the discontinuities which mar similar compilations. The name 
and subject indexes are very full. Printing and presentation are of an appropriately 
high standard. The work is certain to become a key text-book for the study of in- 
organic chemistry, and even though specialist detail has had to be omitted from many 
sections, the detailed documentation will enable it to serve as an invaluable source of 
first reference. (546) 


Geology: Volcanoes 
VOLCANOES NEW AND OLD. S. N. Coleman. Museum Press, 16s. D8. 
222 pages. 97 illustrations. 2 maps. 

This is not a technical book, nor in any sense a scientific book; it is written for the 
general reader and tells much of its story through the remarkable collection of illustra- 
tions gathered by the author. He discusses the causes of volcanic activities, volcanic 
materials, varieties of volcanoes and their geographical distribution. No attempt has 
been made to cover the field completely, but the book makes fascinating reading and 
will serve as a useful introduction to the study of the volcano. (551.21) 


Biology Archaeology Natural History 

WHAT IS LIFE? J. B. S. Haldane. Lindsay Drummond, 6s. C8. 271 pages. 
Professor Haldane in a series of popular articles, most of which have already appeared 
in a daily newspaper, has successfully covered a very wide field. The first part of the 
book explains the working of the human body. Part Two covers heredity and environ- 
ment, while the remaining final parts are concerned with science and society, and 
include chapters on the freedom of science. These articles will stimulate the mind of 
the lay reader, and serve as a refresher to the student of biology. ($70.4) 


BRITISH PRE-HISTORY. Stuart Piggott. Oxford University Press, 5s. F8. 
208 pages. Bibliography. List of museums. Index. (Home University 
Library of Modern Knowledge) 


The author, Professor of Prehistoric Archaeology in the University of Edinburgh, has 
done notable fieldwork and excavations in Britain. His book is a synthesis of current 








knowledge of the subject, presented as a narrative of the changing social and economic 
structure, and of the movements of trade and migration of peoples of the British Isles 
in relation to those of the Continent. It carries this story up to the time of the Roman 
conquest. The bibliography is arranged by chapters. (571.0942) 


ECONOMIC STRUCTURE AND THE CEREMONIAL EXCHANGE CYCLE 
IN ARNHEM LAND. Donald E. Thomson. Macmillan (Melbourne, 


Australia), 15s.; (London), 12s.6d. D8. 106 pages. 11 photographs. 2 maps. 
Glossary. Index. 


The author, a Research Fellow of the University of Melbourne, spent more than four 
years living not merely among, but actually with the natives of Amhem Land, a large 
area in the north of Northern Australia. This work is basically a study of a. 
organization, of production and exchange linked to a barter system based on cere- 
monial ritual. Strictly an anthropological study, it nevertheless has interest for 
economists and historians because of the light it sheds upon the possible origins of 
trade. The twelve terms comprising the glossary are explained in considerable detail 
and the footnotes contain bibliographical references. This particular monograph was 
awarded the Harbison-Higinbotham Prize for 1949 by the University of Melbourne 
and it formed part of the work for which the Royal Geographical Society of London 
awarded to the author the Cuthbert Peake Grant for 1948. (572.994295) 


ABOUT OURSELVES. Man’s Development and Behaviour from the Zoo- 
logical Viewpoint. James G. Needham. Allen & Unwin, 15s. D8. 287 pages. 
Illustrations in the text by William D. Sargent. Tables. Diagrams. Index. 


In this book Dr. Needham presents to the layman the reason for man’s inclusion in 
zoological classification. The first part of the book deals with our place in the living 
world, our ancestry, nervous system, cerebral development, behaviour, instinct, 
nature and nurture. The second part is a comparison of social nurture and behaviour, 
folk-ways, war, government, and religion, from the biological viewpoint. Written as 
it is for the layman and covering such a wide field it is to be regretted that, except for 
a few footnotes, there is no bibliographical reference list which would enable the 
reader to delve more fully into any of the subjects mentioned. (573) 


NATURAL HISTORY OF IRELAND. R. Lloyd Praeger. Collins, 25s. D8. 

350 pages. 1 map. Endpaper map. 2 diagrams in text. Bibliography. Index. 
Ireland has geographical as well as topographical features which have resulted in its 
retention of much of the ‘Lusitanian’ flora more typical of south-western France and 
Portugal, and in the presence of a number of American species not found elsewhere 
in Europe. Although Lloyd Praeger is best known as a botanist, the range of this book 
is complete; the whole of the animal and vegetable kingdoms are dealt with, while 
palacontological as well as modern sources are described and explored. Naturally, the 
greater space is devoted to the important groups in each section, but such groups as 
the algae, rotifers, and protozoa all receive attention. Especially interesting to conti- 
nental naturalists will be the account of the Irish ‘alpines’, growing in many cases only 
a few hundred metres above sea-level, and of the Lusitanian flora referred to above. 
The first part of the book consists of chapters dealing with general aspects of Irish 
biology, such as the complete absence of snakes, the geological history of the island, 
and outstanding physical features. The remainder consists of sections in which the 
flora and fauna are separately discussed, with references to species notable for their 
appearance or absence; another group of great interest to overseas readers will here 
be the marine fishes, since many rare and tropical species occur on Irish coasts. The 
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book has a long and full bibliography and a good index; it is in fact an essential 
addition to a natural history library in any part of the northern hemisphere, for no 
other modern book covers its subject. (574-9415) 


ON THE ORIGIN OF SPECIES BY MEANS OF NATURAL SELECTION. 
Charles Darwin. Foreword by C. D. Darlington. Reprint of First Edition. 
Watts, 15s. \C8. 448 pages. Frontispiece. Index. 

This is the first reprint of the first edition of Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of Species 

(published 1859). Dr. Darlington, in a competent and enlightening foreword, deals 

with many topics that will enable the reader to make the right approach in reconsider- 

ing this epoch-making book. The contemporary intellectual climate of Darwin’s time, 
the various observations that led to Darwin’s inquiry and theory, the succinct state- 
ment of what Darwin meant by Natural Selection, the effects of criticism on later 
editions of the book, and the vindication of his theory when (after his death) Mendel’s 
work became known—all these considerations Dr. Darlington brings forward. He 
thinks that this reprint is apposite in view of the present varied interpretation of 

Darwin’s doctrine. He maintains too, that it should help in dealing with modern 

problems, not as the last word of a dogma but as a guide for inquiry. (575.0162) 

Botany 

PRINCIPLES OF PLANT INFECTION. Ernst Gaumann. Authorized trans- 
lation from the German by W. B. Brierley. Crosby Lockwood, 63s. R8. 
$60 pages. 311 illustrations. 90 tables. Bibliography. Appendix. Index. 

A translation of a work which has already become one of the classics of plant patho- 

logy. It was first published in 1946 in Ziirich, where the author is Professor of Special 

Botany in the Federal Institute of Technology. Its aim, says the author’s preface, ‘is 

to provide an introduction . . . to the biological problems which underlie the diseased 

condition . . . ’; that it succeeds may be taken for granted, since the author’s fame is 

already world-wide in the fields about which he is writing. The book is in effect a 

treatise on the theory of plant pathology, and its size and scope make it a remarkably 

complete one. Divided into only five main chapters, which deal with Infection, Infec- 
tion Chains, The Parasitic Adaptation of Pathogens, Disease Proneness, and The 

Disease itself, it is subdivided into small sections which make reference unusually easy, 

while a shorter chapter deals with the principles of The Control of Infectious Diseases 

of Plants. There is a long bibliography, and a full index, while the illustrations and 

numerous tables further illuminate the text. This most important book should find a 

place in every scientific library. (581.2) 

THE NATURAL PHILOSOPHY OF PLANT FORM. Agnes Arber. Cam- 
bridge University Press, 25s. M8. 261 pages. 47 illustrations. Bibliography. 
Index. 


Mrs. Arber is already well known as the author of numerous studies in botany, his- 
torical as well as morphological. In this latest work, the result of a lifetime of thought 
and study, she goes deeply into the relationship of plant morphology, not with other 
branches of botany, but rather with philosophical thought itself. This branch of the 
science, she says, “reaches its fullest reality in the region of natural philosophy, where it 
converges upon metaphysics, to which it brings its own, distinctively visual, contri- 
bution’. In developing her thesis, the author starts with the history of plant morpho- 
logy from the earliest times, with reference especially to such men as Aristotle and 
Theophrastus, through medieval and Renaissance thought to Goethe and modern 
thinkers such as D’Arcy Thompson. In the light of their work she studies the vital 
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necessity for a linkage between morphological and philosophical thought, her book 
being in this respect a selective synthesis of the ideas of these great thinkers. Emphasiz- 
ing the necessity of visual interpretation as an aid to morphology, she has illustrated 
the book with a large number of her own fine drawings. There is also a full biblio- 
graphy and a very good index. (582.13) 


TREES AND SHRUBS HARDY IN THE BRITISH ISLES. Vol. 1: A-E. 
W. J. Bean. 7th edition. Murray, 42s. D8. 721 pages. 40 plates. Line-draw- 
ings in the text. Bibliography. Glossary. 


Despite the latter part of its title, Bean’s book has for long been regarded as the pre- 
eminent standard work for a great part of the northern hemisphere. Originally pub- 
lished in two volumes in 1914, it has grown and improved until now it is not likely to 
be superseded for very many years to come. The aim of the author (who died while 
this edition was in preparation) was ‘to bring together descriptions of all the species 
and more important varieties of hardy woody plants established in cultivation, with 
notes on their distinctive characters, garden value and culture’. In the present volume, 
the first part is devoted to chapters on every aspect of the culture of trees and shrubs 
for gardens, parks, roadside planting, etc.; it contains lists of species suitable for various 
purposes: beauty of foliage, ability to stand extreme conditions, etc. The second part 
contains the descriptions of the species, arranged in genera, from A to E; this includes 
many fine text drawings, and, at the end, excellent photographic plates. This part will 
be continued in two further volumes, to be published later this year, which will bring 
this valuable work once more up to date. No botanical or horticultural library can 
afford to be without this book. (582.160942) 


Zoology 
THE REDSTART. John Buxton. Collins, 12s.6d. 1C8. 192 pages. Coloured 
frontispiece. 19 photographs. 4 line-drawings. 3 diagrams. 17 maps. 
Bibliography. Appendices. Index. (New Naturalist Monographs) 
Especial interest attaches to this volume, partly from its subject, partly from the way in 
which it came to be written. The redstart (Phoenicurus phoenicurus) is found across the 
whole of Europe and much of western and central Asia, as well as in North Africa, 
and a monograph about such a bird is therefore of wide interest. The second point is 
that the material for this book was largely accumulated by the author and his fellow 
observers when they were in prison camps in various parts of Germany during the 
war. One result of these circumstances was that observations could be made on the 
same pair of birds, continuously, over very long periods. The correlation of these 
observations, together with those made by the author and others in Britain and else- 
where, makes this a remarkably complete and exhaustive book; every aspect of the 
bird’s life is discussed, and notes on the allied species with maps of their distribution 
are given, too. A bibliography and lists of the scientific names of birds and insects 
mentioned will, with these maps, be of especial value to overseas readers of this 
interesting book. (598.81) 


A BEAST BOOK FOR THE POCKET. The Vertebrates of Britain Wild and 
Domestic other than Birds and Fishes. Reprint. Oxford University Press, 
12s.6d. sF8. 378 pages. 83 colour plates. Coloured and black-and-white 
illustrations in text. Map. Bibliography. Glossary-Index. 

This book (first published in 1937) covers all vertebrates found in the British Isles, and 

off their coast, other than birds and fishes. Domestic and farm animals are included 
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and the book is thus an almost complete guide to the beasts seen outside zoos in Britain. 
Each species is described separately and, except for the Cetacea, illustrated in colour, 
while the line-drawings show details of dentition, distribution, anatomy and gait. The 
chief virtue of this work, which is a real field reference book, is in its simplicity and its 
completeness; the colour plates do not maintain the standard of the text, nor is the book 
as up to date as might be expected. A good glossary is incorporated with the index. 
(599.0942) 

ELEPHANT BILL. J. H. Williams. Foreword by Field-Marshal Sir William 
Slim. Hart-Davis, 18s. M8. 320 pages. 42 illustrations. 2 drawings. 4 maps. 
During the 1914-18 war, Colonel Williams (Elephant Bill) discovered his natural 
knack in handling animals and put it to further account by joining the Bombay 
Burma Trading Corporation, which built up herds of elephants for clearing the 
Burmese teak forests. His twenty years’ experience in this work gave him a unique 
knowledge of elephants and provided the crowd of astonishing incidents making the 
first part of this book. In these storics every phase of the life of the elephants appears: 
their training, daily work, their ailments, individual temperaments, their intelligent 
reactions to emergency, and even their jokes. There are equally good tales about the 
“oozies’ (the drivers) and fine descriptions of the jungle and jungle life. The second part 
of the book deals with the author’s work with his elephants with the Fourteenth Army 
in Burma, and is the subject of Field-Marshal Sir William Slim’s tribute in the 
foreword. The author’s direct and unobtrusive style is in keeping with the sincerity 
and authenticity that marks this extraordinary book. (599.61) 


USEFUL ARTS AND APPLIED SCIENCE 


Medicine and Surgery 
CHILD HEALTH IN WARM CLIMATES. W. K. Blackie. Foreword by Sir 
Godfrey Huggins. Longmans, Green, 7s.6d. C8. 192 pages. Index. 

In this small book, Dr. Blackie, Honorary Consulting Physician, Salisbury Hospital, 
Southern Rhodesia, provides all those interested in infant welfare in the tropics with a 
comprehensive and readable manual. Mothers will find it particularly valuable in that 
Dr. Blackie deals not only with the problems of child-care encountered in the tropics, 
but discusses also the difficulties common to parents everywhere. All parents will read 
with interest the chapters on sleep, common episodes in childhood, and the arrange- 
ment of the diet, while the chapters on protection against the tropical sun and parasitic 
diseases, the latter including short descriptions of the life-histories of the various para- 
sites concerned, are addressed to doctors, auxiliary medical workers and to parents in 
warm climates. (613.11) 


REPORT OF THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH FOR THE YEAR ENDED 
31ST MARCH, 1949, INCLUDING THE REPORT OF THE CHIEF 
MEDICAL OFFICER ON THE STATE OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER, 1948. H.M. Stationery Office, 
7s.6d. sR8. 387 pages. Tables. 14 appendices. Paper bound. (Command 
Paper 7910) 

This report is of great interest and importance because in it is given a description of 


the functioning and development of the National Health Service during its first nine 
months’ working. The hospital and specialist services, the ancillary personal health 
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services provided by the local authorities, and the general practitioner services are the 
three main branches, and they are here fully described and correlated. In May 1948, 

the National Assistance Act was passed, and its effect on the welfare services is esti- 
mated. Sir Wilson Jameson, the Chief Medical Officer, in his final report before retire- 
ment, analyses the records in the health statistics of the nation in this year. Part II of 
the report deals with the housing situation, the new financial arrangements between the 
government and local authorities, and the year’s work in other fields. (614.0942) 


A SHORT TEXTBOOK OF RADIOTHERAPY FOR TECHNICIANS AND 
STUDENTS. With a Supplementary Chapter for the Dermatologist. 
J. Walter and H. Miller. Churchill, 28s. M8. 156 pages. Illustrations. 
Diagrams. Index. 


The student radiographer preparing for the M.S.R. (Member of the Society of 
Radiographers) or C.T. (Certificate in Therapy) will welcome this book, as a suitable 
textbook for this purpose has long been awaited. The authors, who are Consultant 
Radiotherapist and Physicist respectively at the Sheffield National Centre for Radio- 
therapy, have realized this need and have based the text on their lecture notes. A basic 
knowledge of electricity and magnetism, of elementary biology and physiology, has 
been assumed by the authors and therefore the discussion on the physics and radio- 
technics is of a high standard. The principles of treatment, dosage and technique, are 
described in three chapters, and a supplementary chapter deals with radiotherapy in 
dermatology. (615.84) 


THE COMMON DISEASES OF THE SKIN. A Handbook for Students and 
Medical Practitioners. R. Cranston Low and G. A. Grant Peterkin. 
4th edition. Oliver & Boyd, 21s. sD8. 292 pages. 148 illustrations (9 in 
colour). Appendix. Index. 


The late senior author of this book who was formerly Consulting Physician to the 
Skin Department at the Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh, and Dr. Grant Peterkin, an 
assistant physician in the same department, have in this edition made many alterations. 
The rapidly advancing changes in dermatology since the last edition appeared ten 
years ago have made this revision essential. New methods of treatment proved by 
experience to be of greater value than the older ones have been selected where there are 
alternative methods of treatment. More illustrations have been added and, although 
the general structure is the same as in previous editions, the format has been altered. 


(616.5) 


BRITISH SURGICAL PRACTICE. In eight volumes. Edited by Sir E. Rock 
Carling and Sir J. Paterson Ross. Vol. 7. Butterworth, 60s. SuR8. 654 pages. 
Illustrations. References. Index. 


This latest volume, Pharyngeal Diverticula to Spinal Cord, contains contributions on 
a number of conditions in the surgical treatment of which a during the 
last few years have been spectacular. Subjects range from physiotherapy, physique, 
body build and posture, to radiotherapy, schistosomiasis a speech therapy. The 
ophthalmologist will read with interest the chapters on the Retina and Corneal Graft- 
ing by G. W. Black and J. W. Tudor Thomas respectively, and the plastic surgeon 
Sir Harold Gillies on the Reconstruction of the Ear and Nose. Many will welcome 
the opportunity to read R. C. Brock’s summary on Pulmonary Abscess and C. Price 
Thomas’s account of Thoracoplasty in his section on Pulmonary Tuberculosis. 
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Cuthbert E. Dukes and O. V. Lloyd-Davies deal with Benign Tumours of the Rectum, 
while the latter also contributes an article on Carcinoma of the Rectum. The standard 
of the illustrations and the general production is well maintained in this volume. (617) 


Engincering 

THE PRACTICAL ENGINEER POCKET BOOK, 1950. With Technical 
Dictionaries in French and Spanish. Edited by A. H. Stuart. Oxford 
University Press, 6s. ob. sPott 8. 777 pages. Illustrations. Tables. Diagrams. 
List of technical journals. Indexes. 


A number of changes have been made in this edition. In many cases, obsolete matter 
has been removed to provide space for new or extended treatment of subjects of 
greater importance. Some sections have been entirely rewritten and others have been 
substantially modified. Tables of data have been brought up to date and many of the 
illustrations have been replaced by new diagrams showing modern practice. The book 
is confined almost wholly to mechanical engineering and associated subjects. 
(621.058) 
APPLIED THERMODYNAMICS PROBLEMS FOR ENGINEERS. William 
John Peck and Alan James Richmond. Edward Amold, 21s. D8. 352 pages. 
Tables. Diagrams. Index. 


This book is intended for engineering students and is designed to supplement ordinary 
text-books and lecture notes by providing an additional range of examples. The subject- 
matter is divided into nineteen chapters preceded by a brief revision of fundamentals. 
Each chapter contains about ten fully worked examples and seven unworked ones, to 
which hints and answers are given. It is felt that the book suffers from the fact that, of 
necessity, it is not related to any particular text-book, so that the student may have to 
accustom himself to different methods of approach and, occasionally, to different 
notation. (621.101) 


ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING ECONOMICS. A Study of the Economic Use 
and Supply of Electricity. Vol. 1. GENERAL PRINCIPLES AND CHOICE 
OF PLANT. D. J. Bolton. 3rd edition. Chapman & Hall, 25s. D8. 303 pages. 
Tables. Diagrams. Index. 

Part I outlines the general principles of economics, with engineering examples. Owing 

to its nature, no great revision has been made in this section, which is equally useful to 

students in any branch of engineering. Part II deals with the choice of design of 
electrical plant from the economic standpoint; it has been revised, and gives an 
acceptable treatment of the subject. In earlier editions there was a Part IJI dealing with 
the economic problems of supply. This has been dropped, and replaced by a new edi- 
tion of the author’s more extensive treatment entitled “Costs and Tariffs in Electricity 
Supply’, which now fornis Vol. II of the present work. The author has had both teach- 
ing and practical experience, and his book can be recommended. (621.3002) 


THE WIRELESS AND ELECTRICAL TRADER YEAR BOOK, 1950. 
Radio, Television and Electrical Appliances. 21st edition. Trader Publishing 
Co., 10s.6d. sD8. 278 pages. Index. 


This useful guide provides up-to-date information regarding the radio and clectrical 
industries in Britain and contains a directory of principal trade organizations, legal 
information, television specifications, cathode-ray tube data, valve base connections 
and diagrams and receiver specifications, followed by alphabetical lists of addresses 
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of radio and domestic electrical manufacturers, sole agents and distributors and of 
radio and electrical wholesalers; a proprietary names directory of radio products and 
domestic electrical appliances, and a classified buyers’ guide to makers of radio, tele- 
vision and domestic electrical products. (621.3058) 


ALTERNATING CURRENT MOTOR WINDINGS. Covering the Design 
and Manufacture of Windings for all Types of A.C. Motors, Frequency 
Changers, Boosters and Convertors. H. Hopwood. George Newnes, 25s. 
D8. 320 pages. 201 illustrations and winding diagrams. Tables. Index. 

A skilful survey by a specialist. Theory and the ways and means of modern works 

practice, rarely found together in a single volume, are interwoven in a most instructive 

and stimulating manner. This is a book dealing with a very limited section of the 
highly complex field of electrical design. Technically considered the title clearly indi- 

cates the contents. (621.316) 


ELECTRIC POWER SYSTEM CONTROL. H. P. Young. 3rd edition, 
revised and enlarged. Chapman & Hall, 28s. D8. 472 pages. Frontispiece. 
319 figures. Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Monographs on Electrical 
Engineering) 

The new edition of this work differs from the previous one chiefly by reason of the 

inclusion of two new chapters on automatic protective systems. Of these, the first 

one deals with the principles of design of protective gear circuits gencrally and their 
application to the protection of feeders, while the second describes the protection of 
machines, transformers and bus-bars. One representative example only of each type 
of protection is given, and a scheme of feeder protection employing carrier waves is 
described in some detail. The established part of the book covers regulators, reactance 
control of power, circuit-breakers and switchgear arrangements, power-station inter- 
connection, interconnector control, and supervisory control. The author is Senior 
Lecturer in Electrical Engineering at the Regent Street Polytechnic, London. 
(621.317) 

SHORT-WAVE RADIO AND THE IONOSPHERE. With special reference to 
every day professional and amateur problems of short-wave transmission 
and reception. T. W. Bennington. 2nd edition. Iliffe, 10s.6d. D8. 138 pages. 
61 illustrations. Tables. Index. 

Originally published in 1944 under the title Radio Waves and the Ionosphere, the book 

has been completely rewritten and many new illustrations are included. The author is 

with the Engincering Division of the B.B.C. and has obviously had access to the pub- 
lished literature of the subject, as well as to the special work of his department; he would 
have considerably enhanced the value of the book had he included a bibliography for 
further reading. It must be admitted, however, that published information on this 
subject is limited and the present work gathers into one inexpensive volume a good 
résumé for those desiring a general knowledge of the subject without the necessity for 
extensive reading. (621.3841154) 


THE OSCILLOSCOPE: DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION. J. A. Hopkins. 


Bernards, 4s.6d. sC8. 78 pages. 36 diagrams. Paper bound. (Bernards Radio 
Manuals) 


This small book deals with the cathode-ray tube, auxiliary equipment, building an 
oscilloscope, and the oscilloscope in use. It is concerned mainly with applications in 
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radio engineering and is well illustrated. The book is a very good guide to the subject, 
especially to those who, perhaps, have little expert knowledge of the oscilloscope. 


(621.38413384) 


sHIPs. David Pye. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. F4. 64 pages. 85 illustrations. Paper 
bound. (The Things We See) 


This book is about the appearance of ships and has been written for those who have 
little or no technical knowledge. In simple language it tells of the design of many 
types of craft, including mail liners, cargo ships, tankers, trawlers, barges, tugs, and 
lighters, and is profusely illustrated. In addition to considering the overall design the 
author deals separately with the hull, upperworks and interior, and there is a section 
covering small craft—dinghies, drifters and yachts. Design is discussed not from the 
special point of view of the naval architect or seaman, but from the unspecialized point 
of view of the man who likes to look at ships. (623.81) 


EARLY BRITISH RAILWAYS. Christian Barman. Penguin Books, 3s. sC8. 
40 pages of text. 16 plates in colour. 4 monochrome drawings in text. 
List of plates. (King Penguin Books) 


Mr. Barman conveys the atmosphere which surrounded the building of early British 
railways: the fights with vested interests, with seeping water, with the difficult nature 
of much of the country surveyed and traversed. Contemporary prints, which illus- 
trate his text, have the heroic flavour. They are seldom strictly factual: they attempt to 
present great deeds in a great age of engineering: ‘the greatest physical achievement 
carried out by the human race within a comparatively short space of time’ as an 
historian describes the early railway system. Mr. Barman’s is an impression of men as 
much as of work, and he has caught to admiration the flavour of nineteenth-century 
adventure. Early British Railways is not an arithmetical summing up, it is a delightful 
essay in evocation. (625.0942) 


Motor Vehicles 


TRADER HANDBOOK, 1950. A Legal, Technical and Buying Guide for 
the Motor, Motor Cycle and Cycle Trades. 44th edition. The Trader 
Publishing Co., 128.6d. sD8. 456 pages. Index. Bound paper boards. 

The latest issue of this comprehensive guide to the motor, motor cycle, and cycle 

trades in Britain, which is divided into sections beginning with a legal and general 

section explaining points of law affecting these trades, and listing the principal trade 
and professional organizations. The technical section gives specifications covering most 

1950 British and foreign cars, goods and passenger vehicles, agricultural tractors, 

battery electric vehicles and motor cycles, as well as motor vehicle servicing data, 

fill-up data, and a number of vehicle wiring diagrams. The next section supplies 
licensing information, including addresses of all licensing authorities, and particulars of 
motor vehicle index marks (a guide to the ages of vehicles). The garage equipment 
section gives a classified list of the firms who specialize in the manufacture or sole 
distribution of garage and workshop equipment. This is followed by a buyers’ guide 
to motor and cycle trades goods and services, accompanied by a list of wholesalers of 
motor goods; a list of proprietary names of products sold in these trades, together with 
names of makers or suppliers; and, finally, an alphabetical list of the names, addresses, 
telegraphic addresses and telephone numbers of all the firms referred to in the buyers’ 
guide, garage equipment and proprietary names sections. There is a brief index to the 
principal contents. (629.2058) 
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Agriculture 
MORE OLD ENGLISH FARMING BOOKS. G. E. Fussell. Crosby Lockwood, 
15s. D8. 196 pages. 8 illustrations. Bibliography. Appendices. Indexes. 

Dr. Fussell’s Old English Farming Books, already a classic of British agricultural biblio- 
graphy, brought the history of his subject up to 1730. The present volume covers the 
next 63 years, at once one of the great periods of the country’s agriculture, and of the 
literature on that subject. The book starts with the works of Jethro Tull, inventor of 
the seed drill, and his contemporaries, but the greater part is occupied by an account of 
the age of Arthur Young and William Marshall, of whom the first is perhaps the most 
important writer in the whole story of agriculture in Britain. Young lived from 1741 
to 1820, and produced during his lifetime some 250 volumes on various aspects of the 
greatest industry of his country. His influence was immense, for, as he travelled to and 
fro in Britain, he recorded and reported on the agricultural practices of the counties 
through which he passed, and thus was largely responsible for the spread of knowledge 
of the new and then revolutionary methods of farming being evolved. A bibliography 
of Young’s works is given as an appendix. Horticulture is included in this book, which 
makes as fascinating reading as its predecessor, which it equals in interest and value. It 
is well printed and most attractive in appearance. (630.942) 


A SHORT HISTORY OF AGRICULTURE IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 
G. B. Masefield. Oxford University Press, 10s.6d. C8. 185 pages. Biblio- 
graphies to chapters. Index. 


Agriculture has been, from the beginning, the principal occupation of most of Britain’s 
Colonial territories. This concise account in intended to lay emphasis on its technical 
history, with only a minimum on the economic. The work is divided into four parts: 
Part I, The Amateurs 1492-1660, including chapters on the beginnings of tropical 
agriculture and the post-Columbian dispersal of crops and livestock; Part II, The 
Mercantile Empire 1660-1838, dealing with the sugar colonies, Africa and the East; 
Part III, Private Enterprise 1838-1900, with chapters on the origins of rubber planting 
and new trends in the West Indies; Part IV, Public Service 1900-1948, covering such 
subjects as the Colonial Agriculture Service, soil conservation, the dangers of mono- 
culture, advances in insect control, problems of livestock improvement and commodity 
restriction schemes. (630.942) 


EAST AFRICAN AGRICULTURE. A Short Survey of the Agriculture of 
Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika, and Zanzibar, and of its Principal Products. 
Edited by J. K. Matheson and E. W. Bovill. Oxford University Press, 25. 
D8. 348 pages. 37 illustrations. 6 folded maps. Bibliographies. 9 appen- 
dices. Index. 


This is a descriptive account of the major crops of East Africa, with a large part 
devoted to native African agriculture. Sections on particular products are contributed 
by a varied team of authors. The preface emphasizes that this is not a text-book but 
must be regarded as an interim work pending the publication of a standard text-book; 
its aim is to tell the reader what is grown and how it is grown. Experimental crops and 
certain recent products, such as vanilla and tung oil, are omitted. An introductory 
section deals with the background of agricultural production, such as settlement, 
native labour and welfare, and soil conservation. At a time when native populations 
are being made more and more conscious of the possibilities of organized agriculture 
and when an increasing number of Europeans and others are turning to these East 
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African territories for their new homes, such a book is most valuable as a guide to the 
potentialities of the area. The various crops are dealt with in turn and a most important 
and valuable feature is the provision of tables of costs of production, especially useful 
to the intending farm settler. Detailed statistics of climate, population, etc. are given in 
the appendices, excellent maps are provided and there are good plates of the principal 
crops under cultivation as well as livestock. This is the only work in this field treating 
East Africa as a whole and as such meets a long-felt want. (630.9676) 


THE ESTABLISHMENT OF VEGETATION ON INDUSTRIAL WASTE 
LAND. R. O. Whyte and J. W. B. Sisam. Commonwealth Agricultural 
Bureaux, 10s. sD8. 92 pages. 60 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

At a time when every acre of land must be used to the fullest extent, this book is 

especially valuable in industrial and mining areas. The idea of rehabilitating industrial 

waste land, chiefly by afforestation, is a comparatively new one in Britain, although the 
first efforts at such plantation were in fact made over 100 years ago. The extent of the 
problem is analysed in the first part of the book, and factors affecting treatment are 
then dealt with. Establishment of vegetation by natural and artificial means, and notes 
on the surveying of derelict areas, complete the book, except for a good bibliography, 
useful lists of suitable genera and species with both popular and scientific names. As is 
usual with such works from the Commonwealth Bureaux, the experience of many 
countries is taken into account, and these range from Britain and the U.S.A. to various 

European countries, Cyprus and South Africa. The book will therefore have a wide 

interest and is in fact a most important summary of a subject the study of which is 

increasing intensely at the present time. (631.612) 


THE TRIUMPH OF THE TREE. John Stewart Collis. Jonathan Cape, 
10s.6d. 1C8. 254 pages. Bibliographies. Index. 
This book has as its theme the dependence of Man on trees, for his health and happiness, 
possibly even for his survival. The place of trees in the primeval world, their develop- 
ment, and their effect on the face of the earth and on its inhabitants are traced through 
geological history to modern times. The effects of civilization on trees and forests—the 
despoliation of forests and consequent crosion—are described, and the need for forest 
conservation is shown and rightly emphasized in the final chapter. Those who like a 
rather florid style and who are not too concerned with scientific accuracy will find 
this a fascinating, if rather depressing book, although few, perhaps, will agree with the 
author's view of tree conservation as the world’s panacea ! (634.92) 


COMMERCIAL GLASSHOUSE CROPS. W. F. Bewley. Country Life, sos. 
C4. 509 pages. 119 photographs. 9 line drawings. Tables. Index. 


This most important book by the Director of the Cheshunt Experimental and 
Research Station, the principal institution of its type for dealing with glasshouse crops 
in Britain, contains much that is valuable to the overseas grower of glasshouse crops. 
The range of crops dealt with is extremely wide—from tomatoes and other salad crops 
to bulbs and pot plants—while chapters also deal with the planning and building of a 
nursery; the soil; control of pests and diseases; and recent applications of science to 
glasshouse crops. Numerous tables and statistics illustrate points of importance 
throughout the text, while the range of illustrations is very wide. Practical details of 
cultivation are given, as well as details of temperature and humidity ranges for each 
crop; the most important varieties are named where each different crop is concerned. 
Such is the scope of this book, and such the experience of its author, for many years 


542 








one of the leading authorities on this important subject, that it is safe to say that this 
will be regarded as a standard work for years to come. Every aspect of the subject is 
dealt with, and in such a way that growers abroad will find this book as useful as it 


certainly must be to all glasshouse owners in Britain. (635) 


THE HORTICULTURAL NOTEBOOK. A Manual for the use of Horticul- 
tural Advisers, Gardeners, Nurserymen, Students, and all Horticulturists. 
Compiled originally by J. C. Newsham. Revised by W. E. Shewell- 
Cooper. 4th edition. Technical Press, 10s.6d. F8. 438 pages. 113 line illus- 
trations. Tables. Index. 


This revised edition of a book compiled originally by J. C. Newsham, one of the most 
celebrated teachers of horticulture of his day, and first published in 1905, is brought 
up to date with a very large number of revisions and improvements. The book is 
divided into a number of sections, such as ‘Weights and Measures’, “Horticultural 
Buildings’, “Chemistry of the Garden’, and dealing also with fruit, vegetable, flower, 
and tree culture separately. Each section is a mass of information, illustrated with dia- 
grams and drawings and assisted by innumerable tables, which cover such things as 
‘rotation of vegetable crops’, “guide to supplying a family of five or six for a year’ 
(with vegetables), and the chemical constituents of various soils. It would be hard 
indeed to find any aspect of horticulture not dealt with in this book, and there is no 
doubt at all that any amateur or professional gardener or student of the subject will 
find it an invaluable work of reference, especially since it is of pocket format and 
inexpensive. (635) 
VEGETABLE GROWERS GuIDE. C. H. Oldham. Crosby Lockwood, 25s. 
D8. 488 pages. 96 illustrations. 6 figures in text. Appendices. Indexes. 
(Agricultural and Horticultural Series) 


A new addition to an excellent series, this book is by the author of parallel volumes on 
berried fruits and cruciferous crops. Probably the greatest value of such a work is that 
in it are co-ordinated, usually for the first time, by someone who is well qualified in 
every way to appraise and publish such information, the results of many years’ 
practice and experience by growers in every part of the country. The book is therefore 
of primary importance to two classes of horticulturists: first, the commercial growers 
themselves, and, secondly, those who teach horticulture at virtually any level. For 
while the botanical details of the vegetables are given, as well as their history, the book 
is principally meant for the expert who requires, now more than ever before, a sum- 
mary of the state of current knowledge. The vegetables themselves are considered in 
six main groups: herbs, leaf and flower vegetables, legumes, roots, salads, and stem 
and stalk vegetables. There is a composite chapter on pests and diseases while appendices 
deal with overhead irrigation, vegetable growing machinery, and crop recording—the 
two last contributed by specialists. Each type of vegetable is described, with its culture, 
varieties, distribution, and marketing, and the book is thus a complete and most 
valuable work for growers in every part of the world where these crops are 
cultivated. (635) 


A FUCHSIA suRVEY. W. P. Wood. Williams & Norgate, 9s.6d. C8. 
182 pages. Coloured frontispiece and 16 illustrations. Bibliography. 
4 appendices. Index. 

Fuchsias are among the most popular of flowering shrubs, and this, the most complete 

and up-to-date work on the genus, deals with every aspect of their culture. After a full 

historical survey, the hundred known cultivated species are listed and described, and 
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there follow chapters on all aspects of culture from soils to insect pests. Varieties for 
various purposes are listed, and there is a good short chapter on hybridization. Over- 
seas readers will find the chapter on fuchsias in America, and the appendices listing 
coloured illustrations and raisers of fuchsias, especially interesting. It is a pity however 
that the literary quality and editing of the book are not up to the standard of its factual 
contents. (635.933445) 


LILIES OF THE WORLD. Their Cultivation and Classification. H. B. D. 
Woodcock and W. T. Stearn. Country Life, 35s. IM8. 431 pages. Frontis- 
piece. 95 photographs. 41 line drawings. Bibliography. Appendices. 

Originally intended as a new edition of an earlier general work on lilies, this has 

become in effect an entirely new work. It is intended, the authors claim, for gardeners 

and botanists of all types, and, although based on lily culture chiefly in Britain, is aimed 
also at growers of these attractive plants in every part of the world. Pests and diseases, 
for example, common abroad but not yet known in Britain, are dealt with, while the 
very latest information on newly introduced species is also included. After an account 
of the morphology and biology of the lily group, chapters deal with cultivation, 
indoors and outdoors, propagation, hybrids, and pests and diseases. The second part of 
the book contains notes on classification, distribution, and an alphabetical list of species, 
hybrids and varieties of the genus Lilium and allied genera. The former genus occu- 
pies, as might be expected, the greater part of the book. Appendices include various 
details of classification, a bibliography, a glossary and notes on storing and packing. 
The illustrations are mainly photographic, with some good line drawings, and the 
whole book is well printed and attractively produced. (635.93432) 


BRITISH FARM STOCK. The Earl of Portsmouth. Collins, 6s. sC4. 50 pages. 
4 colour plates. 38 black-and-white illustrations. (Britain in Pictures) 
Britain has well been called ‘the world’s stud farm’, and this pleasant and authoritative 
book makes the reason clear enough. For in no other country has there been so long 
and continuous a tradition in the breeding of fine livestock of so many different kinds 
—beef and dairy cattle, light and heavy horses, sheep for wool and mutton, pigs and 
poultry. The Earl of Portsmouth, himself a farmer and the writer of several farming 
books, has here assembled a notable series of engravings and other pictures which 
illustrate his excellent essay on this subject. It is due, as he points out, to the interaction 
of soil, climate and men, that Britain has become a nation of stock-breeders, while the 
stock produced in this way has become world famous. A description of the breeds 
themselves forms the centre part of the book, while the final section suggests some of 
the trends at present operative in British stock-raising. Finally, a list of the fully 
recognized breeds of various classes of stock contains many of the names that are 
familiar in every land. (636.0942) 


SHEEP FARMING. Allan Fraser. Foreword by Lord Boyd Orr. sth edition. 
Crosby Lockwood, 12s.6d. D8. 173 pages. 25 illustrations. Index. (Agricul- 
tural and Horticultural Series) 

In its fifth edition in little over ten years, this book retains its place as one of the classics 

of its subject, and few agricultural books of any sort tell so much so admirably. The 

author, doctor, shepherd, and expert on animal husbandry, writes with complete 
authority based on long years of practical experience. All aspects of his subject are 
considered, but throughout the book runs his concentration on the sheep themselves, 
not as potential mutton, nor as a source of wool, but as the animals whose care is the 
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job of the sheep farmer. Fraser has written many other books on sheep, but none out- 
does this in the charm and skill of its presentation. The new edition has been brought 
up to date as regards sheep numbers in Britain, and has sundry other revisions and one 
new plate, showing sheep parasites. Like all the books in this series it is well printed 
and produced. (636.3) 


Dogs 


THE OBSERVERS BOOK OF DOGS. Clifford L. B. Hubbard. 3rd edition, 
reprint. Warne, 5s. sPott 8. 224 pages. 148 illustrations. Glossary. Indexes. 
(The Observer's Pocket Series) 


This little book gives remarkably good value for its price, for it covers over 300 
breeds and varieties of dogs, nearly half of which are illustrated. The breeds are drawn 
from every part of the world, and include many rare and little known dogs from 
remote lands, as well as semi-wild dogs of native districts in Africa, Asia and America. 
Where there are special show points, these are given, together with historical notes on 
the better known breeds. The introduction is full of useful information. A good short 
glossary of technical terms is provided and there are two indexes, one of breeds and 
the other of groups of dogs. (636.71) 
Household Management 
MRS. BEETON’S HOUSEHOLD MANAGEMENT. New edition. Ward, 
Lock, 35s. L.Post 8. 1,696 pages. 16 colour plates. Nearly 350 illustrations. 
Index. 
Mrs. Beeton’s famous book has been a household word in Britain for generations. 
What she has to say is still valuable, but improvements in domestic facilities have 
necessitated constant revision, and the aim of this new edition is to bring the book up 
to date without destroying its unique features. Little has been taken away from the 
original edition, but much has been added. As the title shows it is not only a cookery 
book but a guide to the art of good house-keeping, although recipes occupy the bulk 
of the volume. These recipes have been carefully re-checked, and modified where 
necessary to suit present-day conditions, and they include invalid, vegetarian and 
pressure cookery, as well as cookery in the Dominions and other countries. A glossary 
of culinary terms is provided. The house-craft sections contain advice on marketing, 
labour-saving, etiquette, laundry, and cleaning and renovating. The medical section 
offers advice on keeping well, first aid, and sick nursing, and another section deals 
with the rearing and management of children. A legal section is included, and there is 
a very full index to facilitate quick reference. The illustrations are entirely new, the 
old having been destroyed in the war, and show complete dishes, stages of preparation, 
types of food, carving procedure and items of household equipment. The book offers 
users an opportunity to renew or to make acquaintance with Mrs. Beeton’s precepts, 
and to take advantage of a great deal of additional information that will help them to 
run their homes efficiently and with 'a minimum of drudgery. (640) 


Business Management 

THE ‘OFFICE CONTROL AND MANAGEMENT’ 1950 YEAR BOOK 
OF OFFICE EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURERS AND DISTRIBUTORS. 
Classified according to Type of Equipment. Office Control and Manage- 
ment, $s.6d. sF8. 47 pages. 


This small but exceedingly useful little manual is the first attempt at presenting a 
year-book that will give a ready means of reference to the manufacturers and distri- 
butors of office equipment and machinery chiefly in Britain but also in America and 
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Europe. The present edition is not complete, but it is hoped that future editions will 
be more comprehensive. (651.2058) 


HIGHER CONTROL IN MANAGEMENT. A Method of Presenting the 
Facts and Figures of Industrial and Commercial Undertakings so that they 
can be Used for General Management Purposes. T. G. Rose. Foreword by 
A. H. Pollen. sth edition. Pitman, 25s. D8. 324 pages. 50 figures. Index. 

The purpose of ‘higher control’, as distinct from either budgetary control or cost 

control, is to supply the managing director of a concern with vital information on all 

aspects of his business. Its merits, as given in the foreword, are that it supplies ‘a 

pointer to every danger point— insufficient capital, excessive costs, misplaced credit, 

inefficient purchasing, declining markets, unfulfilled demands, inadequate publicity, 
defective salesmanship’. Mr. Rose, who was for many years Lecturer on Management 
to the Cambridge University Engineering Department, is the author of The Internal 

Finance of Industrial Undertakings and other works. (658.151) 


Chemic Technology: Gas 
THE REGISTER OF THE GAS INDUSTRY, 1950. Arrow Press (Leighton 
Buzzard), 30s. SM4. 446 pages. Tables. Diagrams. 

This register gives a good overall picture of the gas industry in Great Britain. It con- 
tains a directory of associations of the industry with an index of officials, a technical 
section devoted to the latest technical developments and technical data tables, a 
directory of gas industry equipment firms, and a ‘Where to Buy’ Section. The 
inclusion of a diary appears to be rather superfluous. (665.7058) 


Manufactures: Plastics 
BRITISH PLASTICS YEAR BOOK, 1950. A Classified Guide to the 
Plastics Industry. 20th year. Iliffe, 30s. sR8. 531 pages. Indexes. 
This up-to-date and comprehensive guide to the plastics industry in Britain is divided 
into sections, each of which has its own index: General—a review of recent patents, 
with a list of British Standard specifications; Materials—a classified list of raw materials 
including resins, solvents, plasticizers, and the firms producing them; Manufactured 
Products—goods moulded and fabricated from plastics materials, with the manu- 
facturers’ names; Plant and Equipment—engineering and chemical equipment avail- 
able for the plastics industry; Glossaries giving lists of proprietary names and technical 
terms relevant to the plastics industry; Names and Addresses of firms, associations, 
research organizations, consultants, designers, periodicals, Board of Trade; Who's 
Who in the Plastics Industry—an alphabetical list of prominent people; Associations 
and Federations—details of organizations connected with the plastics industry; and 
Technical and General Data applicable to the plastics industry. (679.058) 
Building 
SOME COMMON DEFECTS IN BRICKWORK. D.G.R. Bonnell and W. R. 
Pippard for the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research: Building 
Research Station. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.3d. sR8. 28 pages. 26 plates. 
Appendices. Paper bound. (National Building Studies: Bulletin No. 9) 
This bulletin deals with six types of defect that occur fairly frequently in brickwork 
under certain conditions of exposure when suitable precautions are not taken in the 
choice of materials or design, ¢.g. sulphate attack on mortar and rendering; defects 
due to unsound materials, frost action, corrosion of iron or steel, crystallization of 
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salts, and shrinkage on drying. A description of each defect is followed by notes on its 
diagnosis, causes and remedies, and on methods by which the defect can be avoided in 


new work. (693.2004) 


TEXTBOOK OF HEATING AND VENTILATING. Intermediate Course for 
Heating and Ventilating Operatives. T. H. F. Holman, C. Cutler, A. H. 
Sandy and L. M. Clark. George Newnes, 15s. D8. 319 pages. 120 illustra- 
tions. Tables. Indexes. 


This book has been specially prepared to meet the needs of heating and ventilating 
operatives who are studying for the Intermediate Examination of the City and Guilds 
of London Institute and will be very useful to this class of reader. It deals primarily 
with the practical aspects of the heating and ventilating engineers’ work, but at the 
same time develops progressively the scientific principles involved. The book is 
divided into two parts—First and Second Year Course—and covers the syllabus in the 
subject of Heating, Ventilating and Related Science, Workshop Processes and 
Practice, and Drawing. (697) 


FINE ARTS AND RECREATION 


Landscape Art: Cemeteries 
THIRTIETH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE IMPERIAL WAR GRAVES 
COMMISSION. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.6d. sR8. 44 pages. Coloured 
frontispiece and 24 plates. Appendices. Paper bound. 
The chief practical duties of the Commission are to mark the war graves of the United 
Kingdom, Commonwealth and Empire with headstones, to arrange for their care and 
upkeep, and to ensure that they will never be disturbed. This annual report, from 
1 April 1948 to 31 March 1949, records the progress made in restoring, in many parts 
of the world, 1914-18 war cemeteries to their pre-war standard of maintenance and in 
laying out 1939-45 cemeteries on the Commission’s traditional lines—the effect aimed 
at being that of an English garden planted with homely flowers and set in green lawns. 
The plates illustrate war cemeteries both in England and abroad. (718.8) 


Architecture 
MEDIAEVAL ART. W. R. Lethaby. Revised by D. Talbot Rice. Nelson, 30s. 
R8. 237 pages. 80 plates. Index. 

This history of medieval art, first published in 1904, has long been a standard work. 
It now appears with extensive revisions by Professor Talbot Rice and many new plates 
which bring the book up to date with modern researches into the origins and chrono- 
logy of Byzantine and Romanesque art. Professor Lethaby wrote primarily from the 
viewpoint of the architect, heing one of the first art historians to stress the importance 
of Eastern influences in the architectural evolution of the Christian west. He covered 
the period from the Emperor Constantine to the eve of the Italian Renaissance, 
A.D. 313-1350, describing both Romanesque and Gothic architecture and the decora- 
tive arts of mosaic, sculpture and painted windows associated with these two main 
styles of the Middle Ages. The author’s footnotes have been expanded and corrected 
by the editor with many bibliographic references. Plates, plans and diagrams are well 
arranged in a volume of attractive, conveniently sized format. W. R. Lethaby, who 
died in 1933, was Professor of Design at the Royal College of Art, London. Professor 
Talbot Rice is Watson-Gordon Professsor of Fine Art, Edinburgh University. (723) 
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FAIR HORIZON. Buildings of To-day. Oliver Hill. Collins, 21s. 1C4. 
127 pages. Illustrations. Index. 
The new architectural theories are here briefly expounded and strikingly illustrated for 
the benefit of those unfamiliar with, and perhaps unsympathetic to, aesthetic forms 
largely unrelated to tradition. The author is an architect who has been prominent for 
some years in the modern movement and he writes with the authority of one who 
practises as well as criticizes architecture. His book traces the evolution of the contem- 
porary style, considers in some detail eight of the pioneers and summarizes the 
materials and characteristics of the present-day building in Europe and America. The 
text, however, is less important than the illustrations. Of these there are a very large 
number, all of them photographs and most of them exceedingly well chosen. (724.91) 


Carving 
CHINESE JADE CARVING. S. Howard Hansford. Lund Humphries, 25s. 
C4. 156 pages. Coloured frontispiece. 32 plates. Illustrations in the text. 
Endpaper maps. Bibliography. Index. 
An authoritative manual on Chinese jades based on practical observation during 
1938-9 in the jade-producing workshops in China and on much research in museums. 
The author is Lecturer in Chinese Art and Archaeology at the Courtauld Institute of 
Art, University of London, and has incorporated in his book the substance of a series 
of public lectures given in 1947 and a degree thesis in archaeology presented in 1946. 
He describes the mineralogy of jade (a complicated problem owing to the prolonged 
use of faulty terminology), sources of supply of jade stone, and the techniques and 
processes of the craft in China. The book is illustrated with text-figures and a dis- 
tinguished series of plates, and is admirably documented with a comprehensive fifteen- 
page bibliography and endpaper maps. The information given is the most complete 
to date, and the author’s conclusions are of the utmost importance to all students of 
jade carving. (736.2) 
Numismatics 
SEVENTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DEPUTY MASTER 
AND COMPTROLLER OF THE ROYAL MINT, 1946. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 1s.6d. sR8. 88 pages. Appendices. Index. Paper bound. 
The report records an outstanding event in the history of British coinage—the cessa- 
tion of the manufacture from silver of Britain’s metallic coinage and the change to 
cupro-nickel coinage; cupro-nickel coins, otherwise the same as those of silver, 
received legal status by the Coinage Act, 1946, which is printed in an appendix to the 
report. Other appendices deal, inter alia, with coins struck at the Royal Mint, London, 
during 1946 and from 1870 to 1946; for the Dominions, Crown Colonies, etc.; and, 
during 1946, by mints within the British Empire for other countries. The Reports of 
the Deputy Masters of the Melbourne and Perth Branch Mints for 1946 are also given. 
(737.06142) 
Drawing 
EDWARD BAWDEN. Robert Harling. Art & Technics, 8s.6d. IF4. 104 pages. 
Many illustrations. (English Masters of Black-and-White) 
A further volume in a useful series dealing with the work of notable illustrators, both 
historical and contemporary, in black-and-white. Edward Bawden (b. 1903) is well 
known as a mural and water-colour painter, a designer and a black-and-white artist. 
In this short monograph, Robert Harling (who has written another book on Bawden’s 
friend and contemporary the late Eric Ravilious) gives a lively personal impression of 
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the artist, emphasizing his ‘extravagant humour’, with a consideration of technique 
in conclusion. There are numerous reproductions of Mr. Bawden’s designs for book 
illustration, posters (including examples from the famous series advertising Shell 
Petrol) and periodicals. (741.942) 


THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF PERSPECTIVE. W. Abbott. Blackie, 
12s.6d. sC4. 204 pages. Numerous diagrams. Appendices. Index. 


A mathematical treatise on the science of perspective written for the architect, artist, 
industrial artist, designer and draughtsman. The material, formulae and mathematical 
calculations are excellently set out in numbered sub-sections within the main chapter 
divisions. Each plate of one or more diagrams is faced by descriptive text and the book 
as a whole is simple to use. Certain parts of the text, as indicated by the author in his 
preface, are designed for the specialist only, but the book has been written both for 
elementary as well as for advanced study. There are useful chapters on the perspective 
of shadows and perspective applied to pictures, and a ans historical survey 
describing the outstanding treatises of the past such as those by Serlio (1540) and Jean 
Cousin (1560). Dr. Abbott is a Member of the Institute of Mechanical Engineers and 
the author of several books on machine drawing, engineering graphics and related 
topics. (742) 
Glass: Sealed Bottles 
SEALED BOTTLES. Sheelah Ruggles-Brise. Country Life, 30s. M8. 175 pages. 
4 plates. Drawings by Barbara Ashby. Bibliography. 
“Sealed bottles’ are those adorned with a glass label or button inscribed with a name, 
initial, crest, coat-of-arms or any other mark of ownership. They were introduced in 
England about 1650, possibly earlier, and form an interesting “byway of antiques’ 
which has not been charted or explored, except in periodical articles, until the 
publication of the present book. Lady Ruggles-Brise distinguishes between various 
types of sealed bottles, those bearing the proprietary seal of taverns and privately 
owned bottles for example, and gives various lists of the known examples in these 
different categories. She has collected and admirably set out a quantity of antiquarian in- 
formation and guidance which will be invaluable for collectors of sealed bottles. (748.8) 
Painting 
PLEASURE FROM PICTURES. A Book for Young and Old. Pamela Strain. 
Studio Publications, 18s. C4. 128 pages. 32 colour plates. 50 monochrome 
plates. 


This book is the equivalent of a walk through a picture gallery with an intelligent and 
stimulating guide. The author has selected sixty European artists ranging in date from 
thirteenth-century Italian primitives to modern times and explains the historical 
setting itt which they worked, the ideas which were current during their lives, the 
subjects that they chose for their pictures and the purely formal problems of colour, 
shape and design which, in different ways, they attempted to solve. Her aim is to make 
the spectator “see how the picture “feels” rather than what it means’. She shows the 
futility of looking for realistic drawing or illustration where none is attempted and by 
including such contemporary artists as Rouault, Raoul Dufy, Augustus John and Stanley 
Spencer succeeds in giving a properly balanced, over-all picture of European painting. 
The colour plates are reasonably good, but should not be taken as always giving an 
accurate idea of the original. This book should have a wide, popular icoadianl as 
the title indicates, should find a place in senior school art libraries and in a course of art 
appreciation. (750.1) 
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ENGLISH MEDIEVAL WALL PAINTING. THE THIRTEENTH CENTURY. 
E. W. Tristram. With a Catalogue by E. W. Tristram compiled in 
collaboration with Monica Bardswell. 2 vols. Oxford University Press for 
The Pilgrim Trust, £21. R4. Vol. 1 (Text), 665 pages, coloured frontispiece. 
Vol. 11 (Plates), 22 pages of text, 275 illustrations (6 in colour). Appendix. 
Index. 

The second volume of Dr. Tristram’s monumental work on English medieval wall 

paintings follows the volume dealing with the twelfth century published in 1944. 

The present work assesses the place of Henry III as patron of the arts, reviews the work 

of the Court School and devotes a chapter to Westminster Palace, Westminster Abbey 

and to each of what may be conveniently described as the regional schools. There 
follows a comprehensive iconography listing subjects found and the names of places 
where they exist or are known to have existed, a very full index, and a complete 
catalogue of the paintings. In the thirteenth century England not only received much 
from other countries but contributed magnificently to the art of wall painting. Some- 
times, in fact, her influence on Continental work was predominant, a point which 
should not be overlooked by readers abroad who, until recently, at any rate, have been 
inclined to ignore the artistic achievement of this country in the Gothic period. Dr. 

Tristram has been for many years the leading expert on medieval wall paintings and 

has examined, and in many cases reconstructed and preserved, all the surviving 

examples. The present work is the authoritative, indispensable book on the subject for 
all art libraries; to the author and his collaborator, and not least to the publishers, are 

due great credit for a splendid production. (751.73) 


THE NEW SCOTTISH GROUP. A MODERN SCOTTISH PAINTER, 
DONALD BANE. William Maclellan (Glasgow), 21s. each. ID4. 77 : 79 
pages. 26 (8 in colour); 23 (8 in colour) plates. (Modern Scottish Painters) 

The first two titles in a series dealing with the work of the ‘New Scottish Group’ of 

painters and sculptors which was formed in Glasgow in 1940. These artists have held 

four exhibitions in Scotland and northern England which have attracted considerable 
attention. The idiom of the group, in so far as it has a common characteristic, may be 
loosely defined as expressionistic with a keen sense of colour. The first book reprints 
the introductions to the catalogues of the first four exhibitions and reproduces exam- 
ples of seventeen artists’ work. The second volume is devoted exclusively to the paint- 
ings of Donald Bane (b. 1904), one of the leaders of the group. It contains an introduc- 
tory essay by William Montgomery (a writer and editor of the Burns Chronicle) who 
discusses some of Scotland’s cultural problems which provide the setting for the work 
of the New Scottish Group. The blue printing ink used in the first book has a slightly 
blotchy effect but typifies the verve and originality of this interesting local group. 
{759.941) 

THE VAN EYCKS. HIERONYMUS BOSCH. GRUNEWALD. DELACROIX. 
Edited, with an introduction, by Anthony Bertram. Studio Publications, 
3s. each. IF8. 15 pages of text. 48 plates. Biographical notes. Bibliographical 
notes. (The World’s Masters: New Series) 


Four further titles in a handy little series already noticed in the February 1950 issue of 
British Book News. Each volume contains biographical and bibliographical notes in 
addition to the introductory essay by Anthony Bertram. The plates are useful reminders 
of the principal paintings of the artists represented, though the Notes to the Illustrations 
in the Van Eyck and Griinewald volumes are not repeated for Bosch and Delacroix; 
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clues for understanding Bosch’s complex allegorical paintings must be looked for it 
the introductory essay. (759.9493) (759-9493) (759.3028) (759.406) 
Photography 
WONDERS OF WILD LIFE PHOTOGRAPHY. Introduction by G. K. 
Yeates. Country Life, 10s.6d. C4. 96 pages (85 pages of photographs). 
Index. 
For the second International Exhibition of Wild Life Photography, organized by 
Country Life and held in London in the spring of 1950, entries were received from all 
over the world and this book contains a representative selection of them that amply 
demonstrates the progress made in this field. The photographs are of outstanding 
artistic or scientific merit and cover big game and other animals, fish, insects, reptiles 
and birds. In his introduction G. K. Yeates, himself a bird photographer of distinction, 
discusses nature photography’s cwntribution to the growing interest in the world of 
nature, its appeal to the photographer and its progress during the present century. 
The fascinating and remarkable studies in this book form a record of achievement in 
which few can fail to be interested. (779.59) 
Music 
HARMONY FOR LISTENERS. Douglas Turnell. Cassell, 15s. D8. 191 pages. 
Over 350 musical examples and diagrams. 6 appendices. 
Written for the intelligent listener who possesses little musical knowledge except an 
acquaintance with notation and some well-known classical compositions, this is a 
lucid presentation of the chief facts of harmony, illustrated by many examples, both 
verbal and diagrammatic. The device of repeating the material in a slightly different 
form helps to fix the cardinal points in the reader’s mind. The diagrams and quotations 
appear at every stage of the book, and the appendices include tables of scales, further 
examples, an index of works quoted and an index of musical terms. (781.3) 


WAGNER NIGHTS. Ernest Newman. Putnam, 35s. L.Post 8. 767 pages. 
17 plates. Musical examples. Index. 


Ernest Newman, the distinguished critic and author of a monumental life of Wagner 
and of books on opera, here explains in his introduction the antecedents to this latest 
contribution to Wagnerian studies. The present work is new and has no connection 
with the volume devoted to Wagner in the series Stories of the Great Operas. It takes 
into account new material that has come to light in recent years; such as, for example, 
the original prose sketches of Wagner for some of his works, which show the modifi- 
cations that took place before they appeared in their final form. After the general 
introduction, all the operas subsequent to and including “The Flying Dutchman’ are 
surveyed. In each case, the history of Wagner’s preparation of the libretto and the 
elements of the plot are dealt with, before a detailed examination of the action of the 
opera, with numerous musical examples and references to staging and production. 
The plates are chiefly of individual singers in Wagnerian roles. (782.2) 
The Film 
FILM USER YEAR BOOK, 1950. A Manual of Review and Reference for 
all concerned with the Screening of 16mm. film and 35 mm. filmstrip—in 
Industry, Education and Entertainment. Edited by Bernard Dolman. 
Current Affairs, 10s.6d. D8. 320 pages. 34 illustrations. Diagrams. Index. 
The second issue of this year-book, surveying the position in Britain, brings it up to 
31 December 1949. Among the new sections there is a list of the names used by the 
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manufacturers and distributors for specific designs of equipment and a projector 
trouble-finding chart. Articles include those on the 16mm. in scientific and industrial 
research, film in the Services and church screening; Filmstrip Position, 1949; Film 
Societies, 1949. Among many lists of films are those of 16mm. Entertainment Films, 
1949, and 16mm. Factual Films, 1949. (791.4) 


FILM. Roger Manvell. New edition, revised. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. sC8- 
288 pages. 220 illustrations. Indexes. Paper bound. (Pelican Books) 


This is a new and revised edition of the well-known book by Dr. Roger Manvell, 
Director of the British Film Academy, which first appeared in 1944 and which has 
become a standard work for those readers all over the world who wish to know more 
about the cinema. The book consists of three parts. Part I deals with the film as a new 
art form. Part II discusses the influence of the film on present-day society, and Part III, 
which has been added in this new edition, surveys the film today and recent develop- 
ments in the cinema of various countries. There are also a list of representative films 
which have appeared during the last fifty years, and indexes of film titles, names and 
main subjects. (791.4) 


THE CINEMA, 1950. Edited by Roger Manvell in collaboration with 
R. K. Neilson-Baxter and H. H. Wollenberg. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. sC8. 
224 pages. 122 illustrations. Bibliography. Indexes. Paper bound. (Pelican 
Books) 

The Cinema, which is to appear annually, succeeds the Penguin Film Review. It deals 

with the cinema in all its aspects, but, as it is more than twice the size of the Review, the 

essays are more comprehensive. Contributors to this issue include Robert Flaherty, 

Anthony Asquith, Basil Wright and Siegfried Kracauer, and the work is illustrated 

with a large number of reproductions of up-to-date stills. (791.4) 


The Theatre 
A PAGEANT OF ENGLISH ACTORS. Donald Brook. Rockliff, 16s. D8. 
286 pages. 18 plates. Bibliography. 

Style in acting has changed from age to age as fashion changes; interpretations of 
famous roles by the great actors have differed in varying degrees through the centuries, 
and accordingly, the influence exerted by the actor on the dramatist and vice versa, and 
of both on audiences, is a fruitful subject for research. Donald Brook in his choice of 
one or two great actors from each period of English theatrical history from Shake- 
speare to the present day presents a variegated pattern of the actor’s art as well as a 
volume of biographical anecdotes. Although the book lacks the thoroughness of a 
theatre history, the fifteen examples chosen convey the pageantry the author has set 
out to describe. (792.0942) 


OBERAMMERGAU AND ITS PASSION PLAY. Elisabethe H. C. Corathiel. 
Burns Oates & Washbourne, 10s.6d. D8. 160 pages. 21 plates. Bibliography. 


In 1633, the villagers of Oberammergau, their numbers decimated by plague, made 
a solemn vow that once every ten years they and their descendants would take part in 
a Passion Play. As they prepared for their first performance in 1634, using the Augs- 
burg Passion, written by Benedictines about the middle of the fifteenth century, it 
was said that not another death from plague occurred in the village. E. H. C. Corathiel 
relates the long history of Ammergau, from earliest times until today; she describes 
the Passion Play in detail, the pilgrimages, the village families and their industries, and, 
lastly, gives practical information for present-day visitors. (792.1) 
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Sports and Games 
GONE WITH THE CRICKETERS. John Arlott. Longmans, Green, 9s.6d. 
C8. 170 pages. 17 photographs. 

The warmth and pictorial quality of John Arlott’s writings and commentaries on 
cricket are again reflected in this account of the tour of the English cricket team in 
South Africa during the winter of 1948-9. This tour was notable for an exciting series 
of Test Matches between the two countries and the details of the games are vividly 
recalled by the author. The book also includes a chapter on the tour of the New 
Zealand team in England in 1949. (796.358) 


CRICKET ALL HIS LIFE. Cricket Writings in Prose and Verse. E. V. Lucas. 
Assembled and arranged by Rupert Hart-Davis. Hart-Davis, 7s.6d. C8. 
216 pages. 

E. V. Lucas (1868-1938) was a prolific writer on all manner of subjects, with an 

exceptionally graceful and charming style, but, like many other well-known writers 

of the last hundred years or so, one of his greatest passions was the game of cricket, to 
which many references are made in his volumes of essays and other works. Rupert 

Hart-Davis has made an excellent selection of these, grouped and arranged mien 

to subject and treatment and has thus made a notable and welcome addition to the 

literature of this very British game. (796.358) 


THE LAWS OF CRICKET: THEIR HISTORY AND GROWTH.R. S. Rait- 
Kerr. Foreword by the Rt. Hon. Sir Norman Birkett. Longmans, Green, 
12s.6d. D8. 143 pages. 9 illustrations. 3 appendices. 


Colonel Rait-Kerr is the present Secretary of the Marylebone Cricket Club (M.C.C.), 
London, whose headquarters at the famous Lord’s Cricket Ground are generally 
acknowledged throughout the world as the headquarters of the game. No one is 
better qualified to write on the laws of cricket and, as Sir Norman Birkett says in his 
Foreword, this ‘is a most scholarly and authoritative treatise . . . and it may fairly 
claim to be a piece of thoughtful and original research in fields where few dare 
venture’. Like the Common Law of England, the laws of cricket have developed 
according to the needs of each particular age. The first five chapters deal with the 
development of the laws since the seventeenth century to the preparation of the 1947 
Code, and the sixth chapter is a complete chronology of the statutory changes. Appen- 
dices are devoted to the laws of 1755, reproduced as first published, the laws of 1947 
and a classified list of editions of the laws published between 1744 and 1835. The 
illustrations, including reproductions of engravings, lithographs and broadsheets, are 
of considerable historical interest. (796.358) 


CRICKET IN THE FIJI ISLANDS. Philip A. Snow. Introduction by Sir 
Pelham Warner. Foreword by Ratu Sir Lala Sukuna. Whitcombe & Tombs 
(Christchurch, New Zealand), 23s. D8. 268 pages. 20 pages of illustrations. 
Map. Bibliography. Index. 

Written by the captain of the Fijian team which toured New Zealand in 1948, this 

history of the game in the South Sea Islands goes back to 1870 when ships’ passengers 

introduced it to natives on the coral beaches. Amusing anecdotes are included in this 
inside story of the tour. The book deals with what are considered to be the most 
picturesque cricketers in the world; it also includes the tours by a Fijian team to New 

Zealand in 1895 and a Fijian team to Australia in 1908, as well as tours by New 

Zealand teams to Fiji in 1924 and 1936. (796.358) 
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POSTSCRIPT TO ADVENTURE. The Lord Schuster. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
15s. D8. 214 pages. Coloured frontispiece and 3 drawings by H. G. 
Willink. 8 plates. (The New Alpine Library) 

This collection of essays on Alpine climbing by the author of one of the finest books on 

mountaineering, Peaks and Pleasant Pastures (1912), is made up largely of papers read 

before climbing clubs. It includes the moving Valedictory Address read before the 

Alpine Club when Lord Schuster retired from the presidency in 1940 and also an 

appreciation of John Tyndall, the famous scientist, as a mountaineer. Much of moun- 

taineering literature has a noble quality and Claud Schuster’s work rightly belongs to 
that category. The photographs and drawings add to the attractiveness of the book. 
(796.52) 
LITERATURE 

American Literature 

SOME MODERN AMERICAN POETS. James G. Southworth. Blackwell 

(Oxford), 10s.6d. D8. 188 pages. 


Professor Southworth’s book, which is addressed to the general reader, is not intended 
as a history of modern American poetry. An introduction leads to studies of: Emily 
Dickinson (1830-86), America’s foremost woman poet; Edwin Arlington Robinson 
(1869-1935); Robert Frost; Wallace Stevens; Robinson Jeffers; Archibald Macleish; 
E. E. Cummings; Stephen Vincent Benét (1898-1943) and Hart Crane (1899-1932). 
In his summing up Professor Southworth concludes that, with the exception of 
Robert Frost, whom he considers the greatest poct so far produced by America, ‘the 
present is not a great age for American poetry’. His criticism is notable for its tem- 
perate tone, its forthrightness and honesty, and he does not shrink from applying the 
highest critical standards to his material. He takes the view that American literature is 
still in its youth and that the past four decades have been ‘essentially a period of experi- 
mentation, expansion, adjustment, and reorientation to the great traditions of poetry’. 
The Epilogue contains a brief survey of younger writers. The author is Professor of 
English in the University of Toledo, Ohio, U.S.A. (811.5) 


NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE. Mark Van Doren. Methuen, 15s. D8. 299 pages. 
Frontispiece. Bibliography. Index. (American Men of Letters Series) 
“The story of Hawthorne |1804-64] is so interesting, and somehow so touching’, 
writes Mr. Van Doren, ‘that one is tempted to forget the fact of his having been an 
author, though in his own opinion he was only that.’ Mr. Van Doren has not, however, 
allowed his affection for Hawthorne the man to divert him from firm and objective 
treatment of what is not, in his view, Hawthorne’s best. In fact, few of his books are 
praised here, and only one, The Scarlet Letter, at length or highly. Although he was one 
of the greatest imaginative writers America has produced, Hawthorne, Mr. Van 
Doren concludes, seldom used, “seldom perhaps possessed’, his full power. As a man, 
too, he was puzzling. Apparently candid, he was actually impenetrable. Though by 
temperament in tune with the supernatural, he had a ‘nostalgia for the ordinary’ and 
“preferred to seem a citizen, not a soul’. The book gives a bold and ample view of the 
man and his achievement. (813.33) 


English Literature 

COLLECTED IMPRESSIONS. Elizabeth Bowen. Longmans, Green, 16s. D8. 
280 pages. 

Miss Bowen, whose sensitive and very intelligent novels are widely appreciated, has 

arranged this collection of her miscellaneous writings of the last fifteen years or so in 
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a definite order—these impressions of books, scenes or events combine to form ‘one 
of the imponderable by-products of history’. Part I contains Prefaces—to Uncle Silas 
by Le Fanu, The Flaubert Omnibus, The Faber Book of Modern Short Stories, the American 
edition of Miss Bowen’s own stories The Demon Lover, and Rayner Heppenstall’s 
The Blaze of Noon; these reveal the author as a most penetrating and brilliant literary 
critic. But she is also the almost perfect reviewer: Part II consists of articles contributed 
to such journals as The Times, The Times Literary Supplement, The Spectator, The New 
Statesman, etc. and cover a wide field, including books on Irish subjects. Part III 
contains a recollection of her youth, and a graceful essay on Irish country houses. Part 
IV is called Plays, Pictures, Places, and is followed by a broadcast, Anthony Trollope 
—a New Judgment. Two Pieces from Orion—Notes on Writing a Novel, and Out 
of a Book—conclude what is, on all counts, an outstanding volume. For, however 
slight her subject, Miss Bowen can illuminate it; and her precise and graceful prose 
style, her wit, her rapier-like intelligence combined, withal, with a warm humanity, 
should bring her many new readers and delight her old admirers. (820.4) 


English Poetry 


LYRICAL POETRY FROM BLAKE TO HARDY. H. J.C. Grierson. Hogarth 
Press, $s. C8. 159 pages. (The Hogarth Lectures on Literature) 

A welcome reprint of a short book first published in 1928; a rapid survey, following 

traditional lines, in which Sir Herbert Grierson finds something perspicacious and 

stimulating to say of almost every English poet of importance who wrote lyric verse 

between the close of the eighteenth century and the close of the nineteenth. (821.04) 


POETRY AND HUMANISM. M. M. Mahood. Jonathan Cape, 16s. IC8. 
336 pages. Notes and references. Index. 
In her studies of Donne, Vaughan, Traherne and Milton, Miss Mahood is concerned 
to show how these religious poets of the seventeenth century met the challenge of the 
“New Philosophy’ of the Renaissance. She draws an illuminating parallel between 
Baroque art and the work of Donne, in both of which, she argues, can be seen the 
tension of this essential dichotomy between the flesh and the spirit, between man and 
God. The decay of confidence in anthropocentric humanism is well exemplified, in 
her view, in the heroes of Marlowe—from Tamburlaine, with his dreams of self- 
deification, to Edward II, with his longing for death and annihilation. Hence the opti- 
mism of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries was followed by the Jacobean pessimism 
and the disruption of the Renaissance ideal of the self-reliant man, until the struggle 
was resolved most typically by Donne in the via media of Christian humanism, At 
times the reader may feel that here literary criticism is used primarily to demonstrate 
a theory, but the book is always stimulating, often wise, and makes valuable comment 
not only on the thought of the seventeenth century but on that of our own time. 
(821.4) 
THE POET WORDSWORTH. The Clark Lectures—Trinity College, 
Cambridge, 1949. Helen Darbishire. Oxford University Press, 7s.6d. C8. 
190 pages. Index. 
Wordsworth (1770-1850) wrote poetry of two qualities: that exemplified in his work 
before 1798 and after 1808, and that belonging to his work between 1798 and 1808. 
These are Wordsworth’s ‘two voices’. The first, alone, would have marked him as a 
capable lesser poet; the second has given him a place next to Milton in English poetry. 
Miss Darbishire, in the first of her four lectures, offers her own explanation of these 
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differences without allowing the source of poetic inspiration to be tied to rigid defini- 
tion. But the subject of all these lectures is the as of Wordsworth’s great period, 
and the writer is concerned in this first lecture with tracing the formative influences 
which brought Wordsworth to find his right theme and language in the Lyrical 
Ballads, 1798. These and the poems of 1807 are used in the second lecture to show 
Wordsworth’s poetic theory, his treatment of the ballad form and the subjects pre- 
occupying him. The third lecture is on The Prelude, ‘the most vital work of Words- 
worth’s genius’. The chronology of its composition and the differences between the 
first and last versions are discussed, but Miss Darbishire’s revelation of its subject as 
‘the inner life from which Wordsworth’s poetry grew’ must be the finest piece of 
literary criticism of the poet that has appeared for a long time. The final lecture—an 
assessment of Wordsworth’s achievement, amplifies many points of the previous 
lectures. This remarkable book will convey to a reader more than a little of the writer’s 
knowledge and enthusiasm. (821.71) 


worpswortu: A Tribute. George Mallaby. Foreword by H. W. Garrod. 
Blackwell (Oxford), 7s.6d. L.Post 8. 119 pages. 


Living a very crowded, busy life, Mr. Mallaby has drawn ‘continuous pleasure, con- 
solation and strength over a period of thirty years’ from Wordsworth’s poetry and in 
this ‘personal tribute’ he scts out to explain the daily happiness he has gained from it. 
He has avoided biographical detail and psychological theory; he is concerned with 
Wordsworth’s poctic power and style, and he examines in detail some of the most 
characteristic poems, including ‘Resolution and Independence’, ‘Intimations of 
Immortality’, ‘The Prelude’, and ‘The Excursion’. Mr. Mallaby writes with sincerity, 
insight and unpretentious charm. His book provides an excellent introduction for the 
reader coming fresh to Wordworth, while many who know the poems already will 
derive from these pages a heightened appreciation and enjoyment. (821.71) 


TRIBUTE TO WORDSWORTH. A Miscellany of Opinion for the Centenary 
of the Poet’s Death. Edited, with Introductions, by Muriel Spark and Derek 
Stanford. Foreword by Herbert Read. Wingate, 12s.6d. M8. 232 pages. 
Portrait frontispiece. 

Critical extracts from the writings of Hazlitt, Coleridge, Keats, De Quincey, Taine, 

Pater, Arnold, Swinburne, and other nineteenth-century writers, followed by essays 

written for this book by John Heath-Stubbs, George Woodcock, Norman Nicholson, 

G. S. Fraser, Henry Treece, Wrey Gardiner, Derek Patmore, etc., on various aspects of 

Wordsworth’s poetry, prose, and thought. (821.71) 


THE DARKLING PLAIN. A Study of the Later Fortunes of Romanticism 
in English Poetry from George Darley to W. B. Yeats. John Heath-Stubbs. 
Eyre & Spottiswoode, 10s.6d. D8. 221 pages. Index. 

John Heath-Stubbs, himself a poet of distinction, describes his book as not so much a 

historical survey as an attempt towards a revaluation of the poetry of the later nine- 

teenth century, or rather, of certain lines of development to be found there. His title, 
taken from Matthew Arnold’s poem Dover Beach, is symbolical of the doubt and 
questioning which is characteristic of much Victorian poetry. Though outwardly 

prosperous and peaceful, this era, which witnessed the dominance of science and a 

materialist philosophy, produced internal conflicts and a lack of integration between 

the conscious and unconscious aspects of the personality which, argues the author, 
resulted in a weakening of the imaginative quality of the poetry. This weakness, he 
thinks, is particularly evident in the two poets who dominated the Victorian age— 
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Tennyson and Browning. The mos vital poetry of the age, he maintains, is therefore 
to be found among the minor and lesser-known figures who were in one way or another 
outcasts from their time and untypical of the main tendencies of Victorian literature. 
Among these, brilliant studies are provided of Thomas Lovell Beddoes, George 
Darley, Thomas Hood, Matthew Arnold, Arthur Clough, Coventry Patmore, and 
G. M. Hopkins, C. M. Doughty, and the Pre-Raphaelites. The book concludes with a 
chapter on W. B. Yeats, “who was able to recapture for Romanticism that sense of the 
realities of the objective world that it had lost’ and so to provide a bridge between the 
poetry of the nineteenth century and that of our own day. (821.8) 


THE POETICAL WORKS OF MATTHEW ARNOLD. Edited by C. B. Tinker 


and H. F. Lowry. Oxford University Press, 8s.6d. C8. 541 pages. (Oxford 
Standard Authors) 


This edition supersedes the previous editions of Matthew Arnold (1822-88) in the 
Oxford series of standard authors and includes for the first time all the poems that he is 
known to have written. Professors Tinker and Lowry, authors of The Poetry of 
Matthew Arnold: A Commentary (1940) have collated Arnold’s manuscripts, as far as 
they are available, with his fina] texts, and the variants are recorded in footnotes along 
with all the varations in successive editions. They have also included the ten cancelled 
poems which Arnold excluded from his works, together with his translations from 
Homer and the prefaces on the nature of poetry of 1853 and 1854. Two printed edi- 
tions (those of 1854, given to the author’s younger son, Thomas, and 1881) containing 
alterations in Arnold’s hand have been discovered and used. Chauncey B. Tinker is 
Sterling Professor of English in Yale University, U.S.A, and H. F. Lowry is President 
of the College of Wooster. (821.89) 


THE PENGUIN BOOK OF CONTEMPORARY VERSE. Selected with an 
introduction and notes by Kenneth Allott. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 
270 pages. Index of first lines. Paper bound. (The Penguin Poets) 

A collection of 127 English poems written mainly between 1918 and 1948, represent- 

ing sixty-one authors ranging from the older generation, such as Yeats, Eliot, de la 

Mare, to Sidney Keyes, Laurie Lee, and Henry Reed. Mr. Allott, himself a writer of 

verse, designed his anthology for ‘two classes of readers: the large class for which 

poetry of any kind is only occasional reading; and the smaller one . . . already in- 
terested in contemporary poetry, but unable to buy and keep on buying the many 
books of verse published today’. Besides a substantial general introduction, he supplies 
biographical and bibliographical notes on each author as well as critical or expository 
notes on the poems he has chosen and the poet’s work in general. The tone of his 
commentary is informal and personal; he is often provocative—but seldom dull, and 
his selection gives a very fair picture of contemporary verse, and may stimulate the 
reader to further inquiry. (821.91) 


English Drama 

FOUR ENGLISH COMEDIES OF THE I7TH AND I8TH CENTURIES. 
Edited by J. M. Morrell. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. (Double volume.) sC8. 
416 pages. Paper bound. 


The four plays in this volume are: Ben Jonson’s Volpone (1607), Congreve’s The Way 
of the World (1700), Goldsmith’s She Stoops to Conquer (1773) and Sheridan’s The 
School for Scandal (1773). They have been chosen not only as peaks of English comedy 
but as representing four different views of the comic theme: Volpone for its massive 


dignity and vigour, The Way of the World for its style and the elegance of its language, 
557 








She Stoops to Conquer for its hearty good humour and exuberant sense of fun, and 
The School for Scandal for its brilliant dialogue. The texts have been in each case col- 
lated with the earliest editions and are presented without omissions of any kind and 
with the stage directions of the original text. The original punctuation has been fol- 
lowed, except where it is likely to give difficulty to a reader of the present day. 
(822.08) 
THE MOOR OF VENICE. Richard Flatter. Heinemann, 15s. 1C8. 225 pages. 
Frontispiece. Appendix. Index. 
Dr. Flatter, who has already shown himself as an ardent revolutionary in two recent 
books, Shakespeare’s Producing Hand and Hamlet's Father, sets out to discover the 
dramatic poetry in Othello—which some other Shakespearian scholars have dismissed 
as a somewhat shallow play of intrigue, or a ‘mere thriller’. He follows his earlier 
method of a minute examination of the text, lays great stress on Brabantio’s lines 
. . . if thou has eyes to see She (Desdemon:) has deceived her father and may thee 
(Othello)’ and discovers in Iago not a black-hearted villain goaded by jealousy and 
suspicion but a ‘person living in flesh and blood as we are ourselves’, a type of 
character familiar to everyone. Once again, Dr. Flatter has written a book of interest 
to scholar, actor, and producer. (822.33) 
SHAKESPEARE SURVEY 3. An Annual Survey of Shakespearian Study and 
Production. Edited by Allardyce Nicoll. Cambridge University Press, 
12s.6d. C4. 175 pages. 16 illustrations. Bibliographies. Index. 
This international review continues under the editorship of the Professor of English 
Language and Literature in the University of Birmingham, and the sponsorship of the 
Universities of Birmingham and Manchester, the Shakespeare Memorial Theatre and 
the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust. This year the contributors are American, Belgian, 
British, Bulgarian, Danish, and German, and the ‘core’ of the book is a survey of what 
has been contributed during the past fifty years to the study of Shakespeare as a man 
and a writer. Notable among the essays are ‘Shakespeare’s Reading’ by Professor 
F. P. Wilson of Oxford; “Studies in the Life and Environment of Shakespeare’ by 
Professor C. J. Sisson of London; ‘Recent Studies in Shakespeare’s Chronology’ by 
J. G. McManaway, Deputy Director of the Folger Shakespeare Library, Washington, 
U.S.A.; “The Shakespeare Collection in the British Museum’ by F. C. Francis, 
Secretary of the Museum; “The Structural Pattern of Shakespeare’s Tragedies’ by 
Professor Marco Mincoff of Sofia University; ‘Shakespeare and Denmark’ by Alf 
Henriques of Aureh6j; and ‘Shakespeare in the German Open-Air Theatre’ by Kurt 
Raeck, Intendant of the Renaissance Theatre, Berlin. Other contributions deal with 
Coriolanus, Measure for Measure, Hamlet, Othello, Henry VIII, etc.; the year’s contribu- 
tions to Shakespearian study are surveyed critically in detail; Mr. C. Walter Hodges, 
an accomplished artist and stage-designer, has provided some valuable drawings to 
illustrate his own equally valuable article on ‘A Theory for the Reconstruction of 
Elizabethan Playhouses’; and there are essays or notes on productions in fourteen 
countries. This Survey has now firmly established itself as essential to the serious 
student of Shakespeare. (822.33) 


PLAYS ABOUT PEOPLE. Peter Ustinov. Jonathan Cape, 9s.6d. IC8. 
306 pages. 

This volume of plays, by a young British actor, dramatist and film director, opens with 

the author’s “Preface on the Nature of Acting and its Effect on the Playwright’, based 

on a lecture given in the University of London. Its purpose was ‘to attempt to stimu- 

late thought on a subject of never-ending fascination’, and the conclusions reached, 
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after a study of past and present dramatists ranging from Shakespeare to Brecht and 
Anouilh, are that the plays which have survived their epochs fulfilled ‘two cardinal 
requirements. First, the flow of wit and emotion had to be continuous and unpre- 
dictable. Secondly, they had to be practically designed to give actors the widest possible 
scope for the interpretation of nature.’ The plays that follow are The Tragedy of Good 
Intentions: A Legend in Two Parts, a play about the Crusade led by Peter the Hermit and 
its complete débdcle; Blow Your Own Trumpet: Comedy in Two Acts, described by the 
author as ‘an idea rather than a play’, about a gathering of might-have-beens in a 
London restaurant during the last war; and The Indifferent Shepherd: A Play in Three 
Acts. The last play is the only one to have achieved any success; it is a play of sharp 
contrasts—two clergymen, one an entirely ineffectual country parson, the other, 
ex-Army Chaplain, self-assured, with a remedy for everything, are seen to succeed and 
fail respectively in their dealings with middle-aged frustration and amoral youth. 
Ustinov’s dialogue, revealing character, is outstanding; his action is less well built and 
the play lacks form. Ustinov is also the author of House of Regrets and The Banbury 
Nose. (822.91) 
BERNARD SHAW. A. C. Ward. Longmans, Green for The British Council, 1s. 

sD8. 56 pages. Frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper bound. (Bibliographical 

Supplements to * British Book News’) 
The 1904 to 1907 season at the Royal Court Theatre, London, under the management 
of J. E. Vedrenne and H. Granville Barker, during which eleven of Bernard Shaw’s 
plays were performed, established a new type of drama and a new type of acting on the 
British stage. Its characteristics were the dramatic discussion of serious subjects such as 
politics, ethics and religion, restrained performances by the players and naturalistic 
stage décor. It was doubted at the time whether plays dealing with such problems as 
slums, prostitution, and women’s rights would retain their interest when these prob- 
lems had ceased to be of immediate concern. Mr. Ward shows, in a brief but compre- 
hensive analysis of Shaw’s achievement, that his plays, while being mainly plays of 
ideas, have triumphantly survived into our later age, since they are ‘rooted in the 
perennial interest of human behaviour, independent of time and place’. They also 
survive as literature by reason of their author’s superb mastery of rhetoric which at 
times assumes the tones of poetry. The present essay provides a short, fully documented 
account of Bernard Shaw's career and the development of his philosophy of Creative 
Evolution, a list of the first performances of his plays, and a bibliography. Indexes of 
principal essays, plays and titled prefaces are also included. (822.91) 


THE CORN IS GREEN. With two other plays: THE WIND OF HEAVEN; 
THE DRUID’S REST. Emlyn Williams. Pan Books, 2s. in the United 
Kingdom; 1s.6d. elsewhere. sC8. 256 pages. Paper bound. 

Emlyn Williams is a Welsh playwright, producer and actor who has acted in a number 

of his own plays, notably The Corn is Green—his most famous. Like all the plays in 

this collection, this has Welsh background most revealingly portrayed, and concerns 
the fortunes of an idealistic Englishwoman who settles in a backward mining village 
and determines, against much opposition, to start a school. The metamorphosis of her 
most rewarding pupil, Morgan Evans, from a tough and crude young mining lad into 

a scholar with an awakened sensibility is not without its ironies, and forms the central 

motif of a play that is full of both pathos and rough humour. The Wind of Heaven, set 

in 1856 soon after the end of the Crimean War, is a parable, and describes how a 

worldly circus manager comes to stay in a small village, determined to exploit one of 

its inhabitants—a lad with mysterious powers—and how both he and his hostess are 
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gradually brought to accept the Christian way of life. The Druid’s Rest is a light comedy 
centring round a village inn in the early part of this century; the plot concerns a boy 
with a passion for reading and crime detection, the arrival of a Mysterious Wayfarer 
whose identity causes much speculation, and the general excitement over the local 
Eisteddfod. The stage directions are so full that these plays, excellent as drama, also 
read almost like novels. (822.91) 


English Fiction 
MARIA EDGEWORTH. P. H. Newby. Arthur Barker, 6s. C8. 102 pages. 
Bibliography. Chronology. Index. (The English Novelists Series) 


Mr. Newby gives a lively and amusing account of the Edgeworths, their unconven- 
tional ideas and their friends, and analyses Maria Edgeworth’s (1767-1849) novels 
with the skill of a fellow craftsman. He argues that, though her younger contemporary 
Jane Austen was by far the better novelist, Maria Edgeworth may be the more impor- 
tant. “Whereas’, he writes, ‘Jane Austen surveyed with the eye of a realist ground 
that had already been tilled and brought to perfection, Maria struck out and subdued 
stretches of new territory, the psychology of children, the dignified and humorous 
mind of the peasant, the resolute mind of the woman of affairs, and she supplied an 
impetus for the writing of all regional fiction, for Scott in Scotland, for Fenimore 
Cooper in America, for Turgenev in Russia.’ In his opening pages Mr. Newby writes 
pleasantly of the crowd of “fair authoresses’ who flourished in England during the 
closing years of the eighteenth century and the earlier decades of the nineteenth. Maria 
Edgeworth was largely the product of this moralizing school, though she is similar to 
Jane Austen in her ridicule of the pretensions of the superior male. Of Maria Edge- 
worth’s masterpiece, Castle Rackrent, Mr. Newby justly remarks that ‘no one had been 
writing like this since the death of Smollett’. (823.72) 


JOSEPH CONRAD. Oliver Warner. Longmans, Green for The British Council, 
1s. sD8. 39 pages. Frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper bound. (Biblio- 
graphical Supplements to * British Book News’) 


The first title in a new bibliographical series devoted to authors of significance in 
English literature, each title comprising an introductory essay and a select bibliography. 
Oliver Warner writes of Conrad (1857-1924) as one with a specialized knowledge of 
sea subjects. Josef Teodor Konrad Nalecz Korzeniowsky spent the first half of his life 
serving in the British Merchant Marine under both sail and steam and the impressions 
gathered between the years 1875 and 1894 he embodied in his unrivalled series of 
novels and stories of sea-life from Almayer’s Folly (1895), with its Malayan background, 
to Suspense (1925), the Napoleonic novel uncompleted at his death. Conrad's expe- 
rience of English ships and seamen led him to write in English and, indeed, he remarked 
“If I had not written in English I would not have written at all’. Mr. Warner’s essay 
provides short critical estimates of each of Conrad’s novels and stories and a vivid 
sketch of the man as an introduction to an annotated bibliography. An index of short 
stories is included. (823.91) 
English Essays 

MUSIC AT NIGHT and Other Essays. Aldous Huxley. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. 

sC8. 174 pages. Paper bound. 

These essays, with one addition, have appeared in the Collected Edition of Huxley’s 
works, and were noticed in British Book News, June 1950. Those who wish for some- 
thing cheaper will find the present volume a well-produced, complete and unabridged 
reprint of the original 1931 edition. (824.91) 
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THE CAPTAIN'S DEATH BED and Other Essays. Virginia Woolf. Hogarth 
Press, 10s.6d. 1C8. 224 pages. 


Virginia Woolf (1882-1941) was not only a brilliant innovator in the sphere of the 
novel, but also a literary critic and essayist of extreme penetration and originality; The 
Common Reader (2 vols.) is indeed a classic of our times. The present volume completes 
the work—begun with The Death of the Moth and The Moment—of assembling in book 
form the miscellaneous essays she left behind. These have mostly appeared in such 
journals as The Times, The Times Literary Supplement, The New Statesman and The 
Yale Review, etc. Included, too, are those delightfully provocative pamphlets ‘Mr. 
Bennett and Mrs. Brown’ (an inquiry into ‘character’ in the modern novel), and 
‘Reviewing’. For Virginia Woolf literature and life were indivisible, and the studies 
(albeit short) of literary character and human personality exemplified in the essays on 
Goldsmith, Turgenev, White’s Selborne, and Captain Marryat are in her best and 
most characteristic vein. No less engaging are the portraits of Professor Walter 
Raleigh and Leslie Stephen, and the study of Walter Sickert’s paintings. There are 
also a number of essays on subjects as diverse as the cinema and flying over London. 
Leonard Woolf has collected these essays and writes a brief introductory note. 
(824.91) 
English Miscellany 
G. K. CHESTERTON. Christopher Hollis. Longmans, Green for The British 
Council, 1s. sD8. 34 pages. Frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper bound. 
(Bibliographical Supplements to ‘British Book News’) 


In attempting a brief estimate of the achievement of this exuberant and prolific writer, 
who claimed to be no more than ‘a roaring journalist’, Mr. Hollis stresses the fact that 
Chesterton (1874-1936) was really only interested in literature in so far as it served the 
cause of religion. Even before his reception into the Catholic Church in 1922, Chester- 
ton was, Mr. Hollis points out, criticizing such leaders of popular thought as Kipling, 
Shaw, and Wells, from an implicitly Christian standpoint in his book Heretics (1905). 
In Orthodoxy (1908) he explicitly accepted the Christian position and gave his reasons 
for accepting it. Between then and his study St. Thomas Aquinas (1933) he poured out 
a succession of fantastic novels, detective stories, ballad verses, critical studies and 
essays which bear witness to his prodigious knowledge, gaiety of temper and in- 
exhaustible appetite for life. (828.91) 


Latin Literature 
THE TRANSFORMATIONS OF LUCIUS, otherwise known as THE GOLDEN 
Ass. Lucius Apuleius. Translated by Robert Graves. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. 
sC8. 302 pages. Appendix. Paper bound. (The Penguin Classics) 
Apuleius’s novel is best known in William Adlington’s version of 1566, in which he 
attempted to reproduce in English the extravagant Latin of the original. Robert Graves, 
on the other hand, has made no attempt to bring out the oddness of the Latin, but has 
written in ‘as easy and sedate an English as possible’, arguing that, in ‘convulsed times 
like the present’, the effect of oddness is, paradoxically, best achieved in this way. 
Apuleius chose to write in an eccentric style, he says, for the same reason as Rabelais 
did. ‘Both were priests—pious, lively, exceptionally learned, provincial priests—who 
found the popular tale gave them a wider field for their descriptions of contemporary 
morals and manners, punctuated by philosophical asides, than any more respectable 
literary form.’ Apuleius was born early in the second century A.D. in the Roman 
colony of Madaura in the interior of Morocco. He went first to Carthage University, 


2M §61 








then to Athens. He became a priest of Isis, went to Rome and made a success at the Bar. 
In a scholarly introduction Robert Graves analy es the religious significance of 
Apuleius’s novel, giving a history of the ass symbolism in Egyptian, Greek, and 
Roman cults. (877) 


Greek Literature 
THE ILIAD. Homer. Translated by E. V. Rieu. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. sC8. 
491 pages. Glossary. Paper bound. (The Penguin Classics) 

Mr. Rieu has translated the Iliad into modern English prose, a procedure which he 
defends by the argument that Homer’s is a poetry of ideas rather than of words. There 
have been many prose translations of Homer, but Mr. Rieu’s is likely to take its place 
as one of the most successful. In an introduction he places Homer in the tenth century 
B.c. and argues that, apart from a few deliberately archaic descriptions, the Iliad is a 
true picture of social conditions as Homer knew them. ‘I have been struck,’ he says, 
“first by the realism, subtlety and modernity of Homer’s character-drawing.’ He 
contends that Homer was a realist before everything and that it is a mistake to think 
of him as harking back to ‘the so-called “heroic age”’. Though Homer believed in 
the reality of his gods, Mr. Rieu shows that while he did not shrink from depicting 
their ludicrous side in their dealings with one another, his representation of them in 
their dealings with mortals is always intensely serious. The Iliad, he thinks, was not 
written to glorify war so much as to emphasize its tragic futility. (883.1) 


Russian Literature 


A SPORTSMANS NOTEBOOK. Ivan Turgenev. Translated from the Russian 
by Charles and Natasha Hepburn. Cresset Press, 9s.6d. IC8. 407 pages. (The 
Cresset Library) 


A Sportsman’s Notebook was written in Paris between the years 1848 and 1850 and its 
publication in Petersburg in 1852 at once established Turgenev’s reputation. It is 
founded upon the author’s memories of his family estate of Spaskoye in Orel province 
and gives an unrivalled picture of rural life in Tzarist Russia before emancipation of 
the serfs. Its moral effect was so great that it drew from the Emperor Alexander the 
admission that his reading of it had contributed to his decision to free the serfs. The 
book is, however, free from any abolitionist or revolutionary intention. It is claimed 
for the present translation that it is more accurate than any hitherto published. 
(891.78) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


LIBERTY AND LEARNING. Essays in honour of Sir James Hight. Whit- 
combe & Tombs (Christchurch, New Zealand), 21s. D8. 328 pages. Portrait. 
Bibliography. 

This commemoratory volume of seventeen essays has been issued in honour of Sir 

James Hight, for twenty-eight years Professor of History and Political Science at 

Canterbury College, Christchurch. Introductory essays pay tribute to Hight’s work 

in history and university administration, while his paper Some Observations on the Use 

of History is included. Many of the essays reflect Hight’s interest in constitutional 
history and international problems, only four dealing specifically with New Zealand 
subjects. The work has been edited by Professor R. S. Allan who has contributed an 

essay on science in the post-war world. (904) 
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Travels Description Archaeology 

THE CRUISE OF THE 4MaARrzLis. G. H. P. Muhlhauser. With a Memoir 
by E. Keble Chatterton. Hart-Davis, 9s.6d. C8. 318 pages. 5 illustrations. 
6 maps. (The Mariners Library) 


As an officer in the Royal Naval Reserve during the First World War the author had 
long had a love for the sea, and soon after he was demobilized he bought the 37-ton 
yawl Amaryllis. In this book (first published in 1924) he tells the story of his voyage 
round the world with a scratch and frequently changing crew. He made the West 
passage from Plymouth to the West Indies before the North-East Trade-winds, 
through the Panama Canal, and across the South Seas before the South-East Trades to 
Australia, spending some time sailing round the South Sea Islands. His homeward run 
from New Zealand was via the East Indies, Singapore, Colombo, the Red Sea and the 
Mediterranean, and the round trip of 31,159 miles was completed at Dartmouth after 
nearly three years. It is a plain, honest narrative of a seaman who knew everything 
about his job, and is full of interest and instruction. (910.4) 


THE MOA-HUNTER PERIOD OF MAORI CULTURE. R. S. Duff. Depart- 
ment of Internal Affairs (Wellington, New Zealand), 32s.6d. R8. 405 pages. 
40 plates. Illustrations. Bibliography. 


The Maori people when seen and described by Captain Cook and others in the second 
half of the eighteenth century had been in occupation of New Zealand for some 
centuries at least. The significant stages in the change from the first Polynesian culture to 
that seen by the navigators has hitherto been difficult to describe, even archaeologically. 
This book is an attack on this problem based on the findings of excavations, notably at 
the mouth of the Wairau river in the South Island. The association of this early cultural 
stage with the extinct moa is clearly shown while the report describes comparatively 
the artefacts found in the sites excavated. The book is an outstanding contribution to 
New Zealand pre-history. The author is Director of the Canterbury Museum, 
Christchurch. (913.931) 


STONE-AGE CRAFTSMEN. Some Tools and Camping Places of the Austra- 
lian Aborigines. S$. R. Mitchell. Tait Book Co. (Melbourne, Australia), 
27s.6d. IM8. 211 pages. 16 plates. 45 figures. Bibliography. Index. 

The subtitle reveals the field of this valuable work. The volume is concerned with the 

implements themselves from the collector’s point of view rather than with the makers 

of the tools, and excludes artefacts and weapons of wood as well as ritual and cere- 
monial stones. The camping places described are chiefly in the south-eastern parts of 

Australia. The author, a Trustee of the National Museum of Victoria, has spent many 

years in research and supplies an exhaustive bibliography. (913.94) 


BON VOYAGE. How to Enjoy your Holiday in Europe with a Car. Frances 
Dale. Lehmann, 7s.6d. C8. 182 pages. Decorations by B. Biro. 
Though intended mainly for English readers the range of this book is so wide that 
much of its contents will interest other readers. Dealing first with the special problems 
of taking a motoring holiday in Europe, Miss Dale devotes the second part of her book 
to describing a journey made by her through France, Italy and Switzerland. The first 
chapters are most comprehensive. They contain advice on car overhaul, hotel recom- 
mendations, lists of books on wine, food and travel, as well as suggestions regarding 
the clothing needed for the journey. There are many useful hints on how to make 
travelling more comfortable. While the particular journey undertaken by the author 
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is not likely to be a possible one for overseas readers, it is described in a lively and 
amusing manner. Miss Dale having already written a book on cookery, it is not 
surprising that she devotes a good deal of space to ‘memorable meals’—a subject of 
almost universal appeal. (914) 


THE “SUNDAY TIMES’ HOLIDAY GUIDE. Edited by Leonard Russell and 
Elizabeth Nicholas. The Sunday Times, tos. sC8. 520 pages. 18 photographs. 
Drawings by Laurence Scarfe, Leonora Ison and Joy Colesworthy. 
17 maps. Index to advertisements. 


Part 1 of this guide-book is devoted to Great Britain, with a brief section on Eire. It 
gives information on special events in 1950; travel regulations; a summary of notable 
excursions; an outline of English architecture; a substantial section on London dealing 
with its transport, taverns, river, parks and shops, and noting places of interest in and 
around the city. There follows a comprehensive survey of Great Britain arranged 
under regions. Part 2 is a guide to the Continent, comprising a practical survey of 
holidays abroad, country by country, with routes, prices, recommended hotels and 
restaurants, notes on things to see and national characteristics, useful phrases in the 
various languages and information for motorists. There is much useful information in 
this guide, although it is not very well set out, and the production could be improved, 
particularly the binding which needs to be stouter to withstand constant handling. 
The contributors include such well-known names as Raymond Mortimer, Dilys 
Powell and André Simon. (914) 


THE ISLANDS OF IRELAND. Their Scenery, People, Life and Antiquities. 
Thomas H. Mason. 3rd edition. Batsford, 16s. IM8. 144 pages. Coloured 
frontispiece and 159 illustrations. Index. Endpaper maps. 

Since the second edition appeared in 1938 there have been many changes in the islands 

Mr. Mason describes (Inishmurray has been evacuated and Great Blasket’s population 

has dwindled) and the book therefore gains added value as a record, with pen and 

camera, of what the author feels will be of interest in future years. The book does not 
profess to deal with all the islands, which are many, and the author was guided chiefly 
by the desire not to curtail unduly the description of those islands which are the most 
important and interesting in his choice of Lambay, Rathlin, Tory, Inishmurray, Achill, 

Clare, Inishbofin, the Arans, the Blaskets, the Skelligs, and Saltee. He writes of their 

scenery and the life of their inhabitants—their occupations, customs and simple 

pleasures—and of the folklore, traditions, archaeology and bird life of the islands in a 

way that will make many a reader want to explore them for himself. The photo- 

graphs are particularly interesting and an admirable complement to the text. (914.15) 


ROMNEY MARSH. John Piper. Penguin Books, 3s. C8. 35 pages. 16 colour 
plates. 16 black-and-white illustrations. (King Penguin Books) 
In this attractive little volume the area between Hythe, Kent, and Rye, Sussex, 
England, for long known as Romney Marsh, is interpreted in water-colours, drawings 
and prose by John Piper (b. 1903), the well-known romantic and topographic artist. 
The text contains a general account of the district, including such distinctive features 
as the Martello towers erected in 1804 as part of the defence schemes against the 
threatened Napoleonic invasion. There are also Notes on the Churches of Romney 
Marsh (illustrated in black and white), a list of books and articles on the district and 
two pages of engaging extracts from previous writers. The colour plates display Mr. 
Piper's happy gift of conveying a sense of place and a feeling for atmosphere in a 
characteristic colour range of green, grey and brown. (914.223) 
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CANTERBURY. William Townsend. Batsford, 8s.6d. C8. 96 pages. Frontis- 
piece and 49 photographs. Drawings in text. Map. Plan. Bibliography. 
Index. (British Cities) 


William Townsend, a painter who has a keen interest in architecture and history, has 
known Canterbury since his schooldays. He gives a general picture of the city and 
at the same time writes historically of the Cathedral, archbishops, builders, monu- 
ments; of the monastery of St. Augustine and other religious houses; of the weavers, 
the King’s School, the Cricket Week, and of many other facets of Canterbury through 
the centuries. His book may be used as a guide or it may be read straight through as a 
sensitive personal approach to the local history of a city famous for nearly two 
thousand years. The book is slighter both in content and in format than previous 
volumes in this series but it maintains the same competence, especially in its excellent 
photographs. (914.223) 


A YEOMAN OF KENT. Ralph Arnold. Constable, 12s.6d. 1C8. 212 pages. 
Coloured frontispiece. 28 illustrations (1 coloured). Endpaper maps. 
This is a sociological study of a Kentish village, Cobham, as seen during the eighteenth 
century through the eyes of Richard Hayes, whose diaries provide the background to 
the book. But it is more than a study of one man and his surroundings; the whole story 
of the village, one of the most ancient and interesting, as well as beautiful, in its area, 
is traced, together with the tale of the slow development of agriculture and country 
life in Kent. Lying as it did on the main route from London to the Continent, Cobham 
was typical of its county, whose agriculture has habitually been in advance of that of 
most of the rest of England. In this study can be seen many of the reasons for Britain’s 
agricultural development, and here the overseas reader may again and again find clues 
to the British character itself. (914.23) 


THE SCILLY ISLES. Geoffrey Grigson. Paul Elek, 15s. sC4. 84 pages. 
Drawings and water-colours by Fred Uhlman. 26 photographs. Chart. 
Folded map. Bibliography. Index. (Vision of England Series) 

The Scilly Archipelago is a miniature world of great fascination. It lies some 25 miles 

into the broad Atlantic off the coast of Cornwall, with nothing between it and 

America. Mr. Grigson describes it with meticulous care and detail; his concision is often 

brilliant. Space is given to archaeology, to later history, to the flowers, and to the 

general character of the islands. If Mr. Grigson is perhaps less than just to the largest 
island, St. Mary’s, he compensates for it by careful accounts of many of the smaller, 
uninhabited isles which few people except himself have ever visited. The Scilly Isles 
comprises a record of how Scilly appeared in the forties of this century, which must 
always have value in the topography of the West of England. (914.237) 


THE STORY OF STRATFORD UPON AVON. J. C. Trewin. Staples Press, 
8s.6d. D8. 80 pages. 14 photographs. Short bibliography. Index. 
J. C. Trewin (dramatic critic, author of a theatre history, volumes of criticism, travel 
and essays) writes in the first chapter of this volume, “Time has proved to me how 
fortunate Shakespeare was to have been bred in this placid Midland scene, by the 
quiet current of Avon’. He proceeds, in fifteen brief chapters, to relate the history of 
the town, to describe the countryside, and to convey to readers his own deep affec- 
tion for it all. ‘Stratford in effect is Shakespeare, and Shakespeare is the theatre,’ he 
writes in his Preface, and the closing chapters tell of great Shakespearian actors, David 
Garrick, Frank Benson, and the founding of the Memorial Theatre. (914.248) 
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ITALY. Photographs by K. Peter Karfeld. Introduction by Harold Acton. 
Batsford, 27s.6d. R4. 16 pages of text. 46 pages of photographs in colour. 
Notes on illustrations. (The Countries in Colour) 


This first volume in a handsome new series of pictorial records of various countries 
consists of forty-three colour photographs taken by Mr. Karfeld and a map, preceded 
by an informed and graceful introduction by Harold Acton evoking the Italian scene 
and discoursing upon Italian art and, in particular, Italian architecture with a judicious 
application of historical detail. Rome, Florence, Venice, Siena, Orvieto, Milan and 
Verona are among the famous places illustrated. ‘Italy’, says Mr. Acton, ‘asserts in the 
highest degree the individuality of nature and of man’, and Mr. Karfeld ‘has captured 
the breathing mellowness, almost the rich aroma, of the protean landscape of Italy, 
and his sense of composition is always that of an artist’. (914.5) 


ARABIAN JOURNEY AND OTHER DESERT TRAVELS. Gerald de Gaury. 


Harrap, 12s.6d. L.Post 8. 190 pages. $8 illustrations. 4 maps. Bibliography. 
Index. 
The author’s previous book, Arabia Phoenix, established him as an authority on modern 
Arabia to rank with Sir Ronald Storrs and St. John Philby. The first part of this present 
book tells of life in Nejd, the kingdom of Ibn Saud, and the author gives an intimate 
picture of the Wahabi State, where he was accepted as the friend of the King. The 
second journcy takes the reader to Asir, on the Red Sea coast of Arabia, the third to 
the Shatt-al-Arab region of Iraq and then on to the Tigris, and the fourth to Kufra in 
Libya which became known to some of the Allied desert soldiers‘during World War 
IL. With his ability to speak the language the author tells his stories with an eye made 
keen by knowledge and never fails to note the eccentricities, the characteristics and 
the activities of the people with whom he came in contact. Of particular interest is the 
concluding note on the “Tulip Period’ of Ottoman history. The standard of the 
illustrations is notable. (915.3) 
UNCLE SAMSON. Beverley Nichols. Evans Bros., 12s.6d. |C8. 230 pages. 
The author claims no depth for ‘a series of impressions which are the result of only a 
few months’ study’, although he was no stranger to America. On his first visit since 
the war, he felt that he had crossed not from the Old World to the New, but from the 
New to the Old, for America is still in the past, he says, when it comes to the social 
scene, to economics and religion. He travelled many miles and used his pen to good 
purpose on many aspects of American life, including: the pervasive fear of any threats 
to the American way of life; a number of the more exotic faiths which he considers 
are a sign of spiritual vitality; a retreat in Colorado established to escape the effects of 
future atomic destruction; the increasing interest in psychiatry; the world of Walt 
Disney; an organization for curing alcoholics; the colour problem; the popularity of 
the comic strip; the Gallup Poll. He has set himself to entertain and he succeeds, but, 
despite its facile brightness, his book is serious in intent and provides food for thought 
as part of the picture of America today. (917.3) 
AUSTRALIA 1950. The ‘Herald’ Year Book. Edited by J. A. Alexander. 
Herald & Weekly Times (Melbourne, Australia), 13s.6d. C8. 800 pages. 
Portraits. Illustrations. Maps. Index. 
This second post-war issue of the ‘Herald’ Year Book is an up-to-date and compre- 
hensive conspectus of Australia in 1949-50. (It gives results of Federal Elections of 


December 1949, basic wage adjustments for February 1950, etc.) Whilst not neglect- 
ing statistical and tabulated data, a feature of this work is the large number of signed 
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articles containing much reliable information relating to industry, commerce, culture, 
sciences, sport, and more specialized topics—most of it supplementary to that contained 
in the official Commonwealth Year Book. A noteworthy feature is the lists of the 
principal office holders in government departments, institutions, societies, companies 
etc. There is also a diary of events, general information on world affairs and overseas 
countries, the whole being exhaustively indexed to provide a ready reference work of 
great value. (919.4) 


THE HAPPY ISLES. R. Raven-Hart. Georgian House (Melbourne, Australia), 
18s. D8. 186 pages. 49 photographs. Appendices. Index. 
‘The Happy Isles’ are situated in Torres Strait between Cape York (the utmost tip of 
north Australia) and New Guinea. Major Raven-Hart, well known for his ‘canoe’ 
books, breaks fresh ground in this profusely illustrated travel book for the general 
reader, taking him to places seldom visited by whites. In these Torres Strait Islands, he 
found ‘a developing culture, hybrid and therefore all the more interesting, a synthesis 
of ancient tune-patterns with Western scales’, and was able to watch ‘a “native 
problem” . . . solving itself’. These themes form the basis of an entertaining account 
of native life and customs. The appendices consist of music and directions for native 
dances, and a list of shells collected on the islands. The preface contains an offer by the 
author to make available to serious students a considerable amount of information 
unsuitable for inclusion in a book intended for the general reader. (919.43) 


Biography 

THE CITY OF TWO GATEWAYS. The Autobiography of an Indian Girl. 
Savitri Devi Nanda. Allen & Unwin, 16s. D8. 288 pages. Genealogical 
table. 


This gifted author is the daughter of a Punjabi line of chiefs and she describes, with 
loving memory, her childhood in a large and affectionate Punjab household, her 
grandparents and relations, village friends, and school. The tale concludes with the 
ending of her schooldays, when she leaves the “City of Two Gateways’ to study in 
England. Apart from its charm and sensibility, this quict story reveals much of the 
training and development of character in a cultivated and highly educated Indian 
family. (920.7) 


RETROSPECT OF AN UNIMPORTANT LIFE. Vol. 111: 1939-1946, The 
Years of Retirement. Herbert Hensley Henson. Oxford University Press, 
25s. D8. 404 pages. 8 plates. Index. 

This is the closing volume of a trilogy which will live as one of the important docu- 

ments of our time, and the chronicle of the life of a great bishop and an outstanding 

preacher. The volume deals with the war years and with the years of retirement as the 
author’s life drew to its close. In addition to the characteristic sidelights on the history 
of the time, the work includes a personal confession of faith in the form of an open 

letter to a young padre which is likely to leave its impress for years to come. (922.342) 


QUEEN ADELAIDE. Mary Hopkirk. Murray, 10s.6d. L.Post 8. 226 pages. 
8 plates. Bibliography. Index. (Albemarle Library) 

Queen Adelaide, the wife of William IV, King of England, 1830-7 achieved an 

unsought fame, and the attention of the historian, in that her influence was instru- 

mental in beginning that restoration to the Monarchy of an indispensable prestige 

and national confidence, which the standard of conduct at court had forfeited. How 
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she accomplished this is the main theme of this interesting and well-documented 
account of one aspect of early nineteenth-century English history. The author shows 
that Princess Adelaide’s upbringing in a small but enlightened German Duchy in- 
duced in her a quiet mind, good sense and exquisite manners as well as a devotion to 
duty, to simple living and to good works. These qualities enabled her to face a mar- 
riage negotiated for dynastic reasons, to meet the criticism and bickerings of her 
relations-in-law and, finally, after many set-backs, to win over a public opinion grown 
suspicious of royalty. Without interfering in politics she was a tactful guide to her 
bluff, outspoken and eccentric husband in the high office for which he had never been 
trained and which he never found easy. A sense of humour and a direct, often con- 
versational style are not the least of the author’s qualities shown in this commendable 
biography, which was first published in 1946. (923.142) 


THE RISE OF LOUIS NAPOLEON. F. A. Simpson. 3rd edition. Longmans, 
Green, 25s. D8. 418 pages. 9 plates (including portraits and facsimiles). 
Bibliography. Appendices. Index. 

This, the third edition of a work first published in 1909, is a reprint of the second 

edition of 1925 with the addition of an appendix dealing with the effects upon Louis 

Napoleon’s later policy of his early intensive study of his uncle’s career, material which 

originally appeared in the Napoleon centenary supplement of The Times. The book 

describes the stages by which the young Louis Napoleon sought to personify the 

Napoleonic legend and shows how his life consisted of a series of mad adventures until, 

in the thirty-third year of his exile, he returned to his birthplace in peace. It examines 

the history of the Second French Republic up to the date of Louis Napoleon’s election 
to the Presidency in 1848 and contains an appendix comprising a selection of the 

Prince’s early letters. What the future Napoleon III did from 1808 to 1848 profoundly 

affected the whole nature of the Second Empire. The Rev. F. A. Simpson, Fellow of 

Trinity College, Cambridge, and University Lecturer in History, is the leading English 

authority on the Second Empire. His brilliant and exciting biography is one of the 

most notable contributions to historical literature in this century, and is distinguished 
by its impartiality, its first-rate scholarship, and its masterly style. The author's com- 

panion study to this volume is Louis Napoleon and the Recovery of France, 1848-56 

(1923). (923.144) 

SIR HUBERT MURRAY OF PAPUA. Lewit Lett. Collins (Sydney, Australia), 
21s. sD8. 317 pages. 24 photographs. Portrait. Bibliographical notes. 
Appendices. 

An intimate and authoritative biography of a man who can be placed among the 

great empire builders. Sir Hubert Murray’s career is traced through school, university 

and the early days of his legal career. The main story, however, concerns his work as 

Lieutenant-Governor of Papua, a post which he held from 1908 until his death in 1940. 

During all this period his was the guiding hand behind the development of Papua. 

The author, who lived in Papua for more than thirty years, knew Sir Hubert intimately, 

but he has not allowed his admiration for the man to cloud his judgment. In writing 

this book, he has had access to private diaries, family papers, correspondence and 

documents, quotations from which make up the appendices. (923.542) 


MANY HAPPY DAYS I'VE SQUANDERED. Arthur Loveridge. Robert 
Hale, 12s.6d. D8. 253 pages. 22 illustrations. Index. 
This is an autobiographical account of the work of a modern professional naturalist. 


From boyhood the author had always been interested in wild life, and especially in 
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snakes, and as a Game Warden, and later Curator of Nairobi Museum, he had most of 
his experiences in Africa. The rich and varied fauna of that continent provides material 
for most of this book, with its accounts of collecting, study and observation, interspersed 
with anecdotes and information on a wide range of subjects. This is a lively, entertain- 
ing book; the fact that it is accurate and not purely popular may be gleaned from the 
author’s present appointment as Curator of Reptiles and Amphibians at Harvard 
Museum. (925.74) 


HAPPY TOIL. Fifty-five Years of Tropical Medicine. Sir Leonard Rogers. 
Muller, 18s. sD8. 287 pages. 11 illustrations. 20 figures in text. References. 
Appendices. Index. 


So central a figure has Sir Leonard Rogers been in tropical medicine during the first 
thirty years of the century that much of the history of the subject throughout that time 
is of his making. From 1893, when he joined the Indian Medical Service so that he 
might take advantage of the opportunities it offered in medical research, he gives his 
reasons for choosing each successive objective in the war against disease, and explains 
how he conducted the campaign. The brilliance of the mind at work on each problem 
makes the solution appear easy and inevitable. Under his leadership advances were made 
in the knowledge of the causes and treatment of kala azar, dysentry, hepatitis, cholera, 
and snake poisoning and in the science of epidemiology, but perhaps his greatest con- 
tribution is the introduction, for the treatment of leprosy, of intravenous injections of 
sodium salts of the acids of chaulmoogra and hydnocarpus oils, drugs still in use either 
alone or in combination with the more recent sulphones. To him India owes its first 
School of Tropical Medicine, which was opened in Calcutta in 1920 as a result of ten 
years’ struggle, and in 1923, after his retirement, he was responsible for the foundation 
of the British Empire Relief Association. The forthright style is well suited to an indomi- 
table but very human personality looking back over a life of great achievement and 
unremitting service. (926.1) 


THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY AND JOURNALS OF BENJAMIN ROBERT 
HAYDON. Edited, with an Introduction, by Malcolm Elwin. Macdonald, 


8s.6d. C8. 709 pages. 16 illustrations mainly from paintings by the author. 
Index. (Macdonald Illustrated Classics) 


Benjamin Robert Haydon (1786-1846) failed to realize his inordinate ambitions as 
a painter, although he worked all his life with unremitting energy and single-minded- 
ness, and in the end he committed suicide. He is remembered mainly by his delightful 
autobiography, which is of permanent interest, for his sincere accounts of himself and 
his times and of some famous contemporaries—Keats, Wordsworth, Leigh Hunt, 
Lamb, Hazlitt, Lockhart, Byron, Scott, Shelley, Wilkie, Lawrence, Opie, Fuseli and 
Landseer among them. The Autobiography (which ends in 1820) and selections from 
the Journals (which continue to the day of Haydon’s death) were first published in 
1853, ‘edited and compiled’ by Tom Taylor. In this attractive and much needed new 
edition the Autobiography is reprinted in full and is followed by ‘a careful condensation 
of Taylor’s selections from the Journals’. (927.592) 


HAYDN. Rosemary Hughes. Dent, 7s.6d. C8. 244 pages. Frontispiece and 
8 plates. Musical examples. Bibliography. Appendices. Index. (Master 
Musicians Series) 

The author, who has made a special study of Haydn’s personality and music, stresses 

in her preface the inaccessibility of much of the work of this German master. Attention 
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has always been concentrated on a small fraction of it, and for this reason the catalogue 
of works which appears at the end of the book, even though representing merely an 
interim stage in research, is extremely useful. The other appendices give, as is usual in 
this series, a calendar of the composer’s life, and a list of persons connected or con- 
temporary with him. The biography itself is the result of careful investigation and 
includes a considerable amount of detail. (927.8) 


WILLIAM CORY. Faith Compton Mackenzie. Constable, 21s. D8. 215 pages. 
9 illustrations. Genealogy. Bibliography. Index. 
Faith Compton Mackenzie’s impressionist and somewhat sketchy biography of her 
great-uncle, gives an intermittent view of a charming, learned and eccentric man who, 
as William Johnson, spent twenty-six years of his life as a tutor at Eton, which he 
suddenly left, changed his name to Cory, retired to Madeira and married a girl of 
twenty when he himself was fifty-six years of age. Eventually he settled in Hampstead 
and spent his last years seated in a hip-bath and reading Greek tragedies to the young 
ladies of the neighbourhood. One of the most famous Hellenists of his age, Cory is 
chiefly remembered for his translation of Callimachus’s lament on the death of 
Heraclitus of Helicarnassus. The collection of poems, Jonica, in which this appeared 
has since been forgotten, though Miss Mackenzie gives a selection from these and some 
unpublished poems at the end of her volume. Her book is a charming period piece, 
though, since it practically ignores dates, it is not altogether satisfactory as a 
biography. (928.218) 


MRS. EWING, MRS. MOLESWORTH AND MRS. HODGSON BURNETT. 
Marghanita Laski. Arthur Barker, 6s. sC8. 122 pages. Lists of Works. Index. 


Very little has hitherto been written about these Victorian writers of children’s stories, 
Mrs. Juliana Horatia Ewing (1842-85), Mrs. Hodgson Burnett (1849-1924) and Mrs. 
Mary Louisa Molesworth (1839-1921). Yet, as Marghanita Laski observes, their work 
belongs to that era between 1856 and 1910 which ‘may properly be called the Golden 
Age of children’s literature’, when books were being written in this category which 
surpassed anything appearing before or since. Mrs. Molesworth’s The Tapestry Room 
and The Cuckoo-Clock still preserve their enchantment, as do Mrs. Ewing’s Jackanapes 
and, to a lesser extent, Mrs. Burnett’s famous Little Lord Fauntleroy. Marghanita Laski 
gives a brief and incisive account of these writers’ lives and work and also re-creates 
their mid-Victorian environment with charm and skill. (928.238) 


CONFESSIONS OF AN ENGLISH OPIUM EATER together with SELEC- 
TIONS FROM THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF THOMAS DE QUINCEY. 
Edited, with an Introduction, by Edward Sackville-West. Cresset Press, 
9s.6d. IC8. 360 pages. (The Cresset Library) 

The Confessions are not only one of the acknowledged masterpieces of English litera- 

ture in what De Quincey himself called ‘the department of impassioned prose’, they 

are also a remarkable chapter of autobiography. They are here reprinted from the first 
edition of 1822, shorter, more vivid and much more trenchant than the revised version 
of 1856, which has been followed in all editions except one for the past hundred years. 

The Confessions are preceded by 250 pages of selections from De Quincey’s Auto- 

biography, covering the years from 17%5 to 1803, so that the book provides a 
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continuous account of the author’s childhood and youth. Mr. Sackville-West, a critic 
of distinction, is an authority on De Quincey. (928.2481) 


LETTERS. Gustave Flaubert. Selected, with an Introduction, by Richard 
Rumbold. Translated from the French by J. M. Cohen. Weidenfeld & 
Nicolson, 12s.6d. D8. 248 pages. Notes on correspondents. 


Except for a selection from his correspondence with George Sand, published many 
years ago, this is the first English translation of the letters of Gustave Flaubert (1821- 
80). From the nine volumes of his published letters Mr. Rumbold has chosen 122, 
ranging from 1842, when Flaubert was twenty, to the year of his death. They deal 
with the years of Oriental travel and the beginning of his liaison with Louise Colet, 
the years spent in the composition of Madame Bovary, the correspondence with Mlle. 
Leroyer de Chantepie, and the final period of the composition of Salammbé and 
L’ Education Sentimentale and of the literary friendships with George Sand, Turgenev, 
Renan, the Goncourt brothers, Sainte-Beuve and Baudelaire. It is only in the letters, 
written freely and impulsively after long stretches of work, that we come near to the 
personal Flaubert as distinct from the great impersonal architect of the novels. In an 
excellent introduction Mr. Rumbold writes of Flaubert’s temperament and ideas and 
the unvarying routine of his daily life at Croisset, Normandy. The translation is 
adequate. (928.438) 


CHEKHOV IN My LIFE. A Love Story. Lydia Avilov. Translated from 
the Russian, with an Introduction, by David Magarshack. Lehmann, tos.6d. 


D8. 152 pages. 16 drawings by Lynton Lamb. Biographical index of 
names. 


Lydia Avilov’s reminiscences were published in Russia shortly after her death in 1942. 
They recount, with great delicacy and charm, the story of her unhappy love affair 
with the Russian dramatist and short-story writer which occupied the ten years from 
1889. The affair is of great biographical and literary interest as Chekhov drew upon 
some of its incidents when he came to write The Seagull. At the time of his first meet- 
ing with Madame Avilov, Chekhov was twenty-nine and had already published three 
volumes of short stories, but she was already married and he was in no position to 
support a wife. In his introduction Mr. Magarshack fills in the biographical and 
literary background of the story and its setting. There is also a biographical index of 
the persons mentioned. (928.9172) 


A LIFE OF CHEKHOV. Irene Nemirovsky. Translated from the French by 


Erik de Mauny. Foreword by Jean-Jacques Bernard. Grey Walls Press, 
12s.6d. D8. 181 pages. 


Jean-Jacques Bernard, the famous French playwright, in a short foreword relates how 
Irene Nemirovsky and her family, White Russians of Jewish origin, were arrested by 
the Germans and deported from France during the last war. Nothing has been heard 
of them since. In her short life, Irene Nemirovsky wrote several successful novels as 
well as this life of Chekhov. Her biography is most interesting in its description of 
Chekhov’s early life in Taganrog and Moscow, and of the journey he made to the 
Russian convict settlement in the island of Sakhalin. The final chapters describe 
Chekhov’s marriage to the actress, Olga Knipper, and his death in a hotel in the Black 
Forest, Germany, in 1904. The author includes some references to Chekhov's writings, 
but the value of the book lies in the authentically presented background to his work. 


(928.9172) 
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Europe 
WAYS OF MEDIEVAL LIFE AND THOUGHT. Essays and Addresses. 
F. M. Powicke. Odhams Press, 12s.6d. D8. 255 pages. 


Sir Maurice Powicke, Regius Professor of Modern History in the University of 
Oxford, 1928-47, is a great authority on the Middle Ages and is notably the author of 
Henry I11 and the Lord Edward (1947). This book collects fourteen essays and addresses, 
two of which are printed for the first time. The first describes Ailred of Rievaulx, 
twelfth-century religious writer. The next three studies are of famous medieval 
murders, There are three papers on the formation of medieval political societies and 
five papers on the history of medieval universities. The book concludes with short 
papers on Dante’s Romeo and the American scholar, G. L. Burr. Sir Maurice’s mastery 
of history is combined with literary distinction and human sympathy; this volume is 
intended for the general reader and it should have a wide appeal. (940.17) 


ANNALS OF EUROPEAN CIVILIZATION, 1501-1900. Alfred Mayer. 
Foreword by Dr. G. P. Gooch. Cassell, 25s. D8. 480 pages. Tables. Index 
of names. Index of places. 


In his foreword Dr. G. P. Gooch describes this valuable book as ‘so much more 
detailed and comprehensive than anything which has hitherto appeared’. The Annals 
present in chronological tabulated order, year by year, the principal events of Euro- 
pean cultural history, subdivided geographically. In addition to the Annals, which 
exhibit the events in their temporal context, the Summaries present them in their 
special contexts, tabled according to subjects. In the Summaries those sections in which 
the national character of the work is prominent, such as Architecture, Painting and 
Literature, are grouped according to regions. The Summaries include Biology, 
Botany, Zoology; Economics, Politics, Sociology; Chemistry, Physics; Historio- 
graphy; Jurisprudence; Music; Newspapers, Periodicals; Philosophy. The analytical 
indexes are of, great value and that of names gives the dates of each person mentioned. 
The book co-ordinates an immense amount of material. (940.2) 


EUROPE AND A WIDER WORLD, 1415-1715. J. H. Parry. Hutchinson, 
7s.6d. C8. 200 pages. Bibliography. Index. (Hutchinson’s University Library: 
General History) 


Dr. Parry is Professor of Modern History in the University of the West Indies and 
Fellow of Clare College, Cambridge. His book outlines the colonizing activities of 
the principal European nations (including trade, missions and plantations) and traces 
the development of thought concerning the expansion of Christendom and the growth 
of European power overseas. This short summary of the exploratory and colonial 
developments of Western Europe is a model of simplification and of exposition. The 
bibliography is a bricf list of suggestions for further reading. (940.2) 


FROM NAPOLEON TO STALIN. Comments on European History. A. J. P. 
Taylor. Hamish Hamilton, 12s.6d. D8. 224 pages. 
Mr. Taylor, Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford, is one of the leading younger 
English historians and author of The Habsburg Monarchy, 1809-1918 (1948) and The 
Course of German History (1945), both important contributions to historical literature. 
In this book of collected essays and reviews he reflects on the development of Europe 
during the last century and a half. The heart of Part I (Historical) is comprised of 
studies of the revolutions of 1848. Other essays briefly reassess Napoleon, Bismarck, 
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Francis Joseph, Lord Salisbury, and deal with French foreign policy. Part II (Contem- 
porary) provides short historical settings for the origins of World War II, the Trieste 
problem, Hitler and Mussolini, Tito and Stalin. Finally Mr. Taylor gives his own 
version of the Wroclaw Congress. (940.2) 


World War II 


PROBLEMS OF SOCIAL POLICY. Richard M. Titmuss. H.M. Stationery 


Office, 25s. SR8. 607 pages. Indexes. (History of the Second World War: 
United Kingdom Civil Series) 


The great mass of records of government departments, local authorities, voluntary 
agencies and others provides an embarrassing choice of material on Great Britain’s 
various social problems of the Second World War. The author has chosen to concen- 
trate on three outstanding social services: evacuation, the hospital services and the care 
of homeless people. He describes the increasing strain of the war on family life and the 
extent to which it had to be met by new instruments of welfare. Mr. Titmuss is the 
author of Birth, Poverty and Wealth; Poverty and Population, and other works. 


(940.534205) 

KEEP THE MEMORY GREEN. The First of the Many, France 1939-1940. 

Ewan Butler and J. Selby Bradford. Hutchinson, 12s.6d. D8. 180 pages. 
31 illustrations. 


In the last days of May and in early June, 1940, the British Expeditionary Force was, 
by providence and stout hearts, saved from annihilation and brought home through 
Dunkirk to fight another day. The story of the men of that force is now fully told, 
from the first landings in France in the autumn of 1939 until the climax of Dunkirk, 
by two of them who were serving as junior officers. They have been given the fullest 
help of the Service Ministries, for the Navy and the Air Force played a vital part in 
the later days, but have told their story through the experiences of a mythical regiment 
of the British Army. In the frame of the official history of the period, they have painted 
human pictures of the gallantry and comradeship of that little force which cannot fail 
to recapture the thrill of those vital days. Included is the official order of battle of the 
British Expeditionary Force. (940.541) 


HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES NAVAL OPERATIONS IN WORLD 
WAR 11. Volume v—The Struggle for Guadalcanal, August 1942- 
February 1943. Samuel Eliot Morison. Oxford University Press, 42s. M8. 
411 pages. 44 illustrations. 35 charts. Appendix. Index. 

The present volume, the third on the War in the Pacific, is devoted entirely to the 

Guadalcanal campaign, in which the United States Navy experienced more fighting 

than in any three previous wars. After a brief description of the Solomon Islands, the 

author launches forth into the Battle of Savo Island. The full story of this severe defeat 
to the United States is here told for the first time. Other major actions covered by this 
volume are: the carrier battle of the Eastern Solomons; the battle of Cape Esperance 

(Norman Scott’s night action); the battle of the Santa Cruz Islands (Kincaid’s carrier 

action); the great three-day naval battle of Guadalcanal; the battle of Tassafaronga; 

and the battle of Rennell Island. The relation between the ground fighting and the 
naval warfare, which was a significant feature of this campaign, is described in con- 
siderable detail. In addition some forty minor naval actions are recorded, as well as 


the sufferings of the supply train and the almost daily air fighting. (940.545) 
573 











Britain 
THE BRITISH FAMILY OF NATIONS. John Coatman. Harrap, 1os.6d. 
sD8. 271 pages. Map. Appendix. Index. 

The author has had a distinguished carcer in the Indian Civil Service, as Professor of 
Imperial Economic Relations in London University, and with the British Broad- 
casting Corporation, and has now returned to academic work. This book gives, in 
short compass, an account of the British Commonwealth as it stands today, and of its 
place in the world. It begins by tracing, very briefly, the growth of the Common- 
wealth ideal, and passes on to its political structure, and the place of the Dominions in 
world affairs. Several chapters are devoted to the Colonies, their political advance and 
the international aspects of colonial policy. Consideration is finally given to trade, 
migration, and defence. An appendix lists all the component parts of the British 
Commonwealth. (942) 


THE GROWTH OF THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH. Part Two. 1815- 
1945. G. P. Dartford. Longmans, Green, 6s. D8. 208 pages. 24 maps. Index. 


This book, written by a member of the Malayan Education Service, is designed 
primarily for students in the colonies and presents an outline of the history of both 
sritain itself and the overseas empire. A useful series of maps illustrates the narrative. 
Part I (1558-1815) was published in 1948. (942) 


ANGLO-SAXON ENGLAND. F. M. Stenton. Reprint. Oxford University 
Press, 21s. D8. 757 pages. 8 maps. Bibliography. Key to Anglo-Saxon 
place-names. Index. (The Oxford History of England) 


Sir Frank Stenton is Professor of Modern History in the University of Reading and 
President of the Historical Association. This outstanding work was first published in 
1943; the present volume is a reprint of the second edition (1947). It is a balanced sur- 
vey of every aspect of Anglo-Saxon society from c. 550 to 1087, covering political 
history, the development of society, the Conversion of the various English kingdoms, 
the history of the Anglo-Saxon church, the art, scholarship and literature of the period. 
The excellent annotated bibliography occupies thirty-six pages. The book is the most 
valuable broad treatment of this period available. (942.01) 


CHARLES, KING OF ENGLAND, 1600-1637. Esmé Wingfield-Stratford. 
Hollis & Carter, 18s. D8. 375 pages. 13 plates (portraits). 11 maps. Note on 
sources. Index. 


KING CHARLES AND KING PYM, 1637-1643. Esmé Wingfield- 
Stratford. Hollis & Carter, 18s. D8. 404 pages. 11 plates (portraits). 11 maps. 
Note on sources. Index. 


KING CHARLES THE MARTYR, 1643-1649. Esmé Wingfield-Stratford. 
Hollis & Carter, 18s. D8. 399 pages. 9 plates (including portraits). 13 maps. 
Note on sources. Appendices. Index. 


This trilogy covers the life-story of Charles I. In 1937 Dr. Wingfield-Stratford pub- 
lished a book dealing with the King’s earlier years, and the subject has long occupied 
him. The first of these volumes covers the years from the birth of Charles to the famous 
Ship Money Case. The second tells of the period between the attempt of Charles to 
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impose a new prayer-book on the Church of Scotland and the death of John Pym. The 
third volume describes the later campaigns of the First Civil War at some length, and 
continues with the King’s surrender, the negotiations of his period of captivity, the 
Second Civil War, and ‘his trial. These familiar events are infused with fresh life and 
the books are humane and most readable. The work aims to replace the classical Whig 
interpretation of the English Revolution. While the Whig view is too simple to inter- 
pret satisfactorily the complexities of the Great Rebellion, merely to place the entire 
blame on the intemperate fanaticism of the rebels instead of on the King’s extrava- 
gance is a corrective of very limited usefulness and does nothing, for instance, to modify 
the great work of S. R. Gardiner. Because of his devotion to ‘Charles, Dr. Wingfield- 
Stratford has little or no sy mpathy for the Puritans. He hardly does justice to the 
character of Pym; yet many of his portraits are good and perceptive, especially those 
of Laud and Buckingham, and his understanding of the King is most sensitive. The 
voluminous and difficult material of the period has been handled with skill, but with 
somewhat selective methods. (942.062) 


THE JACOBITE MOVEMENT: THE LAST PHASE, 1716-1807. Sir 
Charles Petrie. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 15s. D8. 224 pages. 15 plates. Genea- 
logical table. Bibliography. Appendices. Index. 

The first volume of this definitive work on the Jacobite movement (The First Phase, 

1688-1716) appeared in 1948 and was noticed in British Book News, April 1949. This 

concluding volume covers the later years of the Old Chevalier, the preparation for 

the ’45 and the history of the rising itself. It also includes the aftermath of the "45; the 

Elibank plot; Charles Edward’s marriage; his interest in America; and the minor 

intrigues attending the extinction of Jacobitism. The book is principally concerned 

with the political and diplomatic effects of the Jacobite movement and its inter- 
national ramifications. It draws upon some material newly available. The clear and 
concise narrative shrewdly utilizes illuminating details, and the pen-portraits are 
vividly drawn. Written with scholarship and without sentimentality, this book is 
now the standard work on the subject. (942.07) 


A HISTORY OF THE ISLAND OF JERSEY. G. R. Balleine. Staples Press, 
30s. D8. 341 pages. 8 illustrations. Map. Bibliography. Index. 

This is the first modern history of Jersey, treating it from prehistoric times until today. 

Mr. Balleine, author of A Biographical Dictionary of Jersey, has worked extensively 

from local records and provides a wealth of interesting detail. The most colourful 

period of Jersey history is that of the Civil War and after, under the Carterets. 


(942.34) 
Finland 


FINLAND. The Adventures of a Small Power. Hugh Shearman. Stevens 
& Sons, tos.6d. D8. 120 pages. Index. (Library of World Affairs) 


Much has been written during and since the Second World War about the principal 
contestants but the place of Finland in the events of the last two decades has not 
received much notice. This book, one of a series issued under the auspices of the 
London Institute of World Affairs, is the story of the Finns, or, as the author describes 
it, the adventures of a small power. It deals mainly with the present and immediate 
past but some attention has been given to the more distant past where it directly 
affected later events and it can be described as a typical cross-section of the history of 
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events in Europe. The earlier chapters are historical. The author then deals with 
‘Russification’, the Finnish attitude in the First World War, the civil war, the relations 
with Russia which culminated in the Russian attack of 1939, the entry of Finland into 
the Second World War on the side of Germany and the aftermath. It is clearly and 
concisely written and the book adds much to the study of a subject on which all too 
little exists. (947.1) 


Greece 


WHEN GREEK MEETS GREEK. Sir Reginald Leeper. Chatto & Windus, 
12s.6d. L.Post 8. 266 pages. 8 illustrations. Index. 


The author, who was British Ambassador to Greece from 1943 to 1946, tells his own 
account of the stormy period after the liberation of Greece towards the close of the 
Second World War. The events with which he deals are limited to those in which he 
had first-hand knowledge or in which he had some part to play. When the Greek 
Government was in exile he played an important part in the negotiations to secure an 
all-party cabinet, and could observe at close quarters the intransigence of the Com- 
munists. In Athens after the liberation he was consulted by all parties on the vexed 
questions of an amnesty, new elections, and the return of the King. When the revolution 
broke out in 1944 he was besieged with his staff in the Embassy; his account of this 
period includes a graphic description of Mr. Churchill’s visit to Athens at the height 
of the trouble, and throws light on all the personalities involved—Mr. Eden, Mr. 
Harold Macmillan, the Greek Premier and Archbishop Damaskinos, the Regent. The 
book is an historical record of first importance. (949.507) 


Palestine 
JERUSALEM EMBATTLED. A Diary of the City under Siege, March 25th, 
1948 to July 18th, 1948. Harry Levin. Gollancz, 12s.6d. L.Post 8. 288 pages. 
1 map. Glossary. 
Not since the Crusades has Jerusalem been besieged for so long as it was in 1948, when 
the Arabs of Palestine and later regular armies of the Arab States laid siege to it. This 
diary, an authentic personal record kept by a foreign correspondent, a resident of the 
City, tells the intimate story of the ninety days’ siege. It shows the effect on the daily 
lives of the men and women of Jerusalem, of the increasingly intense day and night 
fighting, the rapid deterioration of the living conditions, the complete isolation and 
desperate attempts to break the siege. The 100,000 Jews of the City found themselves 
in grim straits which steadily grew worse. They suffered hunger, thirst and other priva- 
tions, and had no electricity or fuel. They were sealed off from the world and the whole 
of the city was a front line. During these months the British Mandatory regime in 
Palestine came to an end, and the mounting chaos and disintegration that marked the 
end of Britain’s thirty-year stewardship of the Holy Land reached their peak during 
the siege. (956.9) 


Malaya 

THE MALAYS: A CULTURAL HISTORY. Sir Richard Winstedt. Revised 
edition. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 15s. D8. 205 pages. 8 photographs. 
Bibliography. 2 appendices. Index. 


A revised and enlarged edition of a work first published in Singapore in 1947. It is a 
lucid history of Malayan culture—defined by the author as the body of ideas, prac- 
tices, and techniques cherished by the Malays long enough to affect their way of life. 
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Sir Richard examines their religious beliefs, social, political, and legal systems, their 
literature, arts and crafts. In discussing the future, he is not afraid to state that ‘it can- 
not be too often insisted that no political system can fuse races differing in colour, 
religion, civilization and ideals, as Malays, Chinese, and Indians differ’. Two appen- 
dices have been added, ‘one for those interested in the Malay language, the other for 
those interested in the Minangkabau matriarchy’. This is a work of distinction, lit by 
knowledge and understanding, from one who has spent a lifetime in the service of 


Malaya. (959.5) 
Basutoland 


ANNUAL REPORT ON BASUTOLAND FOR THE YEAR 1948. Common- 
wealth Relations Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 5s. D8. 104 pages. 4 photo- 
graphs. Map. Tables. Bibliography. 

The year has been a good one for agriculture and efforts are being made to provide 

adequate storage facilities so that surplus produce can be preserved to provide against 

any future shortage. A new step designed to improve the agriculture of the Protec- 
torate and also to foster “democratic institutions and a developing social sense’ was the 
appointment of a Registrar of Co-operative Societies to encourage agricultural 

co-operation. (968.61) 


Newfoundland 


THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF CANADA—NEWFOUNDLAND SUPPLEMENT. 
Edited by R. H. Blackburn. University Association of Canada (Toronto, 
Canada), $4.50. SuR8. 104 pages. Illustrations. 

This volume on Newfoundland, made necessary when that country joined Canada on 

31 March, 1949, will be most useful. The general arrangement and subject-matter 

follow the form of the Encyclopedia of Canada, and fields covered include history, 

biography, geography, industries and_natural resources, and vital statistics. Many of the 
special articles are by Newfoundlanders, while others are by well-known Canadian 
specialists. Brief bibliographies follow the longer articles, but there are very few 

references later than 1946. Sources for statistics are frequently not specified. (971.8) 


United States 


THE AMERICAN UNION: A Short History of the U.S.A. H. G. Nicholas. 


Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 288 pages. 2 maps. Index. Paper bound. (Pelican 
Books) 


Mr. Nicholas, a Tutor and Fellow of Exeter College, Oxford, is a University Lecturer 
in Politics and a Faculty Fellow of Nuffield College, Oxford. He writes on American 
affairs for various periodicals and during the war edited a Government daily summary 
of the American press. His book (first published in 1948) is a skilful and fluent précis of 
American political history from the Virginian beginnings to the surrender of Japan. 
Many chapters are models of condensation, with a ruthless selection of facts clearly 
presented. The author endeavours to emphasize the importance in the American story 
of the physical subjugation of the continent and the adaptation of democratic forms of 
government to the government of a vast Empire. Accordingly he gives prominence 
to ‘the winning of the West’, the Civil War, and America’s emergence as a world 
power of unparalleled potentiality. This lucid little book may be suggested as a useful 
text-book and as a sound introduction for the general reader. (973) 
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FICTION 
General 
APOLOGY FOR A_ HERO. A. L. Barker. Hogarth Press, 10s.6d. 1C8. 
264 pages. 

Miss Barker’s short stories, Innocents, were outstanding. This, her first novel—if not 
quite in the same class—shows that she can handle the slower tempo of the novel with 
more than average skill. Her ‘hero’ is an empty person in search of himself; to this end 
Charles, the priggish, conventional, timid ex-clerk who has inherited money, marries 
a brisk, solid girl and plays—a little precariously—the role of a country gentleman 
in a Cornish fishing-village. The arrival from abroad of his raffish and self-sufficient 
sister-in-law, Perry; his wife’s early death in profoundly ironic circumstances; his 
confused feelings towards Perry (who remains in his house) which are composed in 

art of hatred and in part of envy and fascination of her seafaring past, combine to 
Desien the uncomfortable process of self-knowledge. Miss Barker labours her theme 
somewhat, but gives her story many a subtle twist before it reaches its tragic close. 


THE IMAGE OF A DRAWN SWORD. Jocelyn Brooke. John Lane The 
Bodley Head, 8s.6d. C8. 183 pages. 

Reynard Langrish, a bank clerk invalided out of World War II, meets, apparently by 
chance, a Captain Archer, officer of a Territorial unit stationed nearby. Reynard falls 
under his spell and is drawn into training on the downs near a Roman or Ancient 
British camp in preparation for some unexplained emergency. When he revisits the 
camp three weeks later, after an attack of influenza, he finds it deserted. Unable to get 
into touch with Captain Archer and feeling conscience-stricken for his failure to enlist 
with the Territorials, he returns to the routine of his old life at the bank. One day he is 
arrested as a deserter and sentenced to a hundred lashes and a fortnight’s field punish- 
ment. This time he deserts in reality and it is only when he learns from a dying Captain 
Archer that the emergency has suddenly taken shape that he returns to barracks to take 
the consequences. The influence of Kafka is apparent in this strange, compelling book, 
which has the elusive, fascinating quality of a sinister drama. 


NOTHING. Henry Green. Hogarth Press, 8s.6d. C8. 251 pages. 

Mr. Green has, here, extended his poetic and sinister evaluation of human frailty to 
include a more overt criticism of manners. Nothing is built up on dialogue. John 
Pomfret, a well-to-do widower and his old flame Jane Weatherby, now widowed, 
discuss endlessly the love-affair between their respective offspring. Elegant, romantic, 
amoral, the doting parents never understand their children; the younger couple, 
undistinguished, prudish and uncertain of themselves, discuss their adored parents— 
but cannot understand them. Jane subtly induces John to marry her, and as unobtru- 
sively undermines the children’s marriage plans. The banal conversations drift to and 
fro in the haunts of London’s ‘smart set’, revealing every scandal, past or present, in 
the lives of the participants and their circle, suggesting the mediocrity or negativeness 
of their personalities. Seldom can equivocal dialogue have been used with such finesse; 
from it emerges, too, an oblique picture of a brittle upper middle-class society. The 
visible world—such glimpses as we see of it—is given a roseate bloom; the alarming 
void beneath appearances and the amorphous characters are held together only by 
Mr. Green’s disconcerting art: skill of no mean order has gone to create so vital and 
so diverting an impression of—nothing. 


GRAIN OF THE WOOD. Michael Home. Methuen, 1os.6d. C8. 304 pages. 


“Honesty is the best policy’ is the theme of Mr. Home’s latest novel. Set in the country- 
side of Breckland on the borders of Norfolk and Suffolk, it relates the fortunes of a 
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small-scale antique dealer, his early struggles to establish himself, his growing pros- 
perity, his happiness in marriage, his anxieties and sorrows. Soundly written, it makes 
satisfying reading, and, while it may offer nothing original, it serves to remind the 
reader of virtues that mankind can ill afford to lose. 


TOMATO CAIN and Other Stories. Nigel Kneale. Foreword by Elizabeth 
Bowen. Collins, 8s.6d. IC8. 256 pages. 


Mr. Kneale is a young Manx writer whose stories, collected here over five or six years, 
display unmistakable talent. Their general character and particularly their humour owe 
something to the writer’s native soil, but their application is as wide as the bounds of 
human nature. They play expertly upon the emotions, arousing a chuckle of apprecia- 
tion in the humorous tales that expose the frailties of human nature—greed in the 
story of a mislaid will and self-righteousness in the title story of a man who disposed 
of a neighbour’s shameful harvest offering; pity for suffering in the tales of an old dog’s 
fate, and of a child taken from a sick bed to be photographed; horror in the stories of a 
madman who adopted a scarecrow, and of a crippled child’s defencelessness against 
unrealized enemies; a shiver along the spine in the stories of a man who stumbled upon 
a buried building in the desert and set strange forces into motion, and of a man who 
killed frogs and stuffed them. Mr. Kneale knows how to give a telling twist to a 
situation. There is vigour in all his stories and a restraint that strengthens their effect. 
This is a collection that has interesting potentialities for the future. 


THE WORLD MY WILDERNESS. Rose Macaulay. Collins, 8s.6d. IC8. 
254 pages. 

This novel is an acute and moving exploration of the effects of the war particularly, but 
not wholly, on the younger generation. Barbary, a girl of seventeen, is the child of 
divorced parents, both of whom have remarried. Brought up in Provence by her 
indolent and hedonistic mother, with no intelligent parental control she runs wild and 
becomes involved in the Resistance Movement. Her standards of life and conduct 
become ‘Maquisard’ standards. Sent to London to her father, an eminent, aloof and 
self-satisfied lawyer, she is bewildered by an uncongenial environment and finds 
refuge in what she thinks is the English Maquis—the bombed ruins of St. Paul’s and 
the underworld characters that infest them. The story unfolds her life in this fantastic 
but, to her, real world and shows her extrication from it. That Miss Macaulay is an 
informed and accomplished writer needs little other evidence than her descriptions of 
the wilderness of bombed ruins as symbolic of a departed glory. 


ONE OMEN. C. M. Woodhouse. Hutchinson, 9s.6d. C8. 208 pages. 


This book, which is based on fact, consists of twelve short stories, each complete in 
itself, but each contributing also to the account of an episode in the Greek Resistance 
during the Second World War. The episode occurred in 1942 when a small British 
party was parachuted into central Greece with the aim of making contact with the 
guerrillas and destroying a bridge important to the German communication system. 
After appalling hardships and difficulties the bridge was blown up, but the British p 
could not be withdrawn from Greece as had been hoped. It is a most readable book in 
which the author has laid the emphasis on character rather than on action. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 


THE PURPLE ONION MYSTERY. Harriette Ashbrook. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
8s.6d. C8. 196 pages. 

When the scheming secretary of a play-boy publisher is found dead in his office in New 

York, a number of people with adequate motives for getting rid of her complicate 
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the case considerably for the insouciant Spike Tracy. It is the discovery of a purple 
onion in the murdered woman’s apartment that puts him on the right track. The story, 
which is well told and makes effective use of dialogue, carries the reader smoothly 
along from one situation to the next until the final confirmation of the suspicion of 
the murderer’s identity which the astute reader will probably have harboured for 
some time. 


TWO BY DAY AND ONE BY NIGHT. Vicars Bell. Faber & Faber, 9s.6d. 
C8. 216 pages. 

Mr. Bell’s second detective story begins with the disappearance and suspected murder 
of an old man of some property, from which two nephews stand to benefit. Blackmail 
by a mysterious visitor enters into the proceedings, and there is another man who 
knows too much and suffers the penalty. The issue is in doubt until one horrifying 
chapter reveals the criminal. It then remains for Dr. Baynes, reluctantly pursuing 
inquirics that will lead a fellow being to the gallows, to establish the murderer’s guilt. 
The setting is a village during the war years, the writing good and unostentatious. 
Despite the small number of suspects, suspense is not lacking, and humour lightens a 
grim tale. Mr. Bell shows a sympathetic understanding of human nature, and an 
appreciation of country life which he imparts to the reader. 


THE DARKER THE NIGHT. Herbert Brean. Heinemann, 8s.6d. C8. 242 pages. 


In Mr. Brean’s new novel the hero of his previous story, Wilders Walk Away, pits his 
wits against a ruthless antagonist in an endeavour to solve the mystery surrounding the 
death of a man who fell from the twenty-sixth floor of a New York hotel. When a 
second death occurs, he has to work quickly to prevent a third, and at the same time 
ward off danger to himself. Hypnosis makes its bow in a story that affords an interest- 
ing exercise in detection and is not short of thrills, although it is not quite so happy in 
its milieu as Wilders Walk Away. 


MURDERING MR. VELFRAGE. Roy Vickers. Faber & Faber, 9s.6d. C8. 
256 pages. 
Young Mr. Habershon was in the grip of influenza and dizzy with quinine on that 
momentous afternoon when he gave Mr. Velfrage a lift. What happened thereafter 
was hazy in his memory. There was a scrimmage in somebody’s house, there was talk 
of a fabulous diamond, there was the disappearance of Mr. Velfrage, and there was a 
murder. What part did Habershon play in these happenings and did any guilt attach 
to him? That is what he helps the Detective-Inspector to find out, and so skilfully does 
the author paint his characters and manipulate the train of incidents that the reader is 
left guessing for a long time. At no point is there any slackening of interest in this well- 


knit story. 
Reprints 


FREEDOM, FAREWELL! Phyllis Bentley. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. (Double 
volume.) sC8. 384 pages. Paper bound. 

Phyllis Bentley’s accomplished historical novel (first published in 1936) is concerned 
with the last days of the Roman Republic under the triumvirate of Crassus, Pompey 
and Julius Caesar, Caesar’s establishment of his own authority as Dictator, his murder 
by the “Old Guard’, the civil wars that follow and the emergence, with the young 
Octavius, of the first world state. These events, acted on a stage of colossal dimen- 
sions, are re-created with great vividness and an incisive delineation of the chief 
participants. 
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LORNA DOONE. A Romance of Exmoor. R. D. Blackmore. Macdonald, 


gs.6d. C8. 718 pages. Illustrations, including 6 colour plates by Broome 
Lynne. (Macdonald Illustrated Classics) 


Lorna Doone is the novel by which R. D. Blackmore (1825-1900) is remembered. It is 
set in the times of Charles II and James II of England, and the politics of the battle of 
Sedgemoor are faithfully used to provide a historical background to a romantic story 
of love and revenge in the beautiful Exmoor country. A feature of Blackmore's 
writing is his observant appreciation of nature, and so well is this expressed in Lorna 
Doone that, to this day, visitors flock to see the Doone Valley that is reputed to be the 
scene of Blickmore’s story, although actually it was a composite picture that he drew 
of the countryside. The backing-up of the type is a little faulty in this edition, and the 
colour illustrations are disappointing, but the black-and-white drawings and the neat 
binding are attractive. 


WUTHERING HEIGHTS. Emily Bronté. Introduction by Alan Hodge. 
Biographical Notice and Preface by Charlotte Bronté. Hamish Hamilton, 
6s. sC8. 386 pages. (The Novel Library) 

A new edition of a novel of genius, unique in English literature, an impassioned story 

of a thwarted love, with the stark Yorkshire moors which were native to the author as 

background. Its sombre power, its violent emotions, and the demoniac figure of 

Heathcliff which dominates the book, are remarkable from one of Emily Bronté’s 

secluded upbringing. A reasoned introduction by Alan Hodge, Charlotte Bronté’s 

biographical notice of her two sisters, and the preface she wrote to Wuthering Heights 
seeking to soften its impact on the reader, are included. This is an attractive little edi- 


tion, small enough to fit comfortably into the pocket, and printed in good, clear type 
that makes it easy to read. 


MIDDLEMARCH. A Study of Provincial Life. George Eliot. Introduction by 
R. M. Hewitt. Reprint. Oxford University Press, 7s. (Double volume.) 
Pott 8. 912 pages. (The World’s Classics) 

The work of George Eliot (1819-80) holds an important place in the history of the 
English novel. First, her English scenes and characters depict vital features in the social 
life of the midland villages and provincial towns of mid-nineteenth-century England. 
Secondly, her intellectual, rather than imaginative, approach to a central theme round 
which her stories are built, shows her as standing midway between the early novelists 
of the nineteenth century and those of our own day. Middlemarch, first published 
1871-2, is set in a small town in Warwickshire and is concerned with the frustration of 
people with high ideals. Two main plots illustrate this. Dorothea Brooke with a desire 
for self-sacrifice and service marries an elderly pedantic cleric who eventually shows 
that he regards her as his intellectual inferior. The situation is shown in reverse in the 
ruin of a young doctor’s professional ideals by the worldly aspirations of his materialis- 
tic wife. George Eliot, like all the Victorian novelists, can tell a good story, and many 
of her characters, especially the minor ones, will always have a place in the portrait 
gallery of English literature. 


IN HAZARD. A Sea Story. Richard Hughes. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 
176 pages. Paper bound. 

Until the appearance of In Hazard (1938) Richard Hughes’s reputation as a novelist 

rested on A High Wind in Jamaica, one of the best books about children ever written. 

In Hazard tells of how the British nine-thousand-ton vessel Archimedes, sailing from 

Norfolk, Virginia, through the Panama Canal to the Far East, was caught in a Pacific 
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storm. The grim, concentrated power of its writing can only be compared to such a 
book as Conrad’s Typhoon. The ship’s officers have to cope not only with the annihi- 
lating fury of the elements but with a mutinous Chinese crew and in the description 
of their heroism the book rises to the dimensions of a saga. Equally masterly is the 
author’s delineation of character in this crisis, for each member of the crew is presented 
as a fully developed individual with a background, and reveals the qualities of his 
temperament, training and race in the face of danger. As dramatic narrative In Hazard 
has few equals in contemporary literature. 


FIRST LOVE and RUDIN. Ivan Turgenev. Introduction by Lord David 
Cecil. Translated from the Russian by Isaiah Berlin and Alec Brown. 
Hamish Hamilton, 6s. sC8. 262 pages. (The Novel Library) 


Rudin (1855) is a novel designed to exhibit the complex and distinguished character 
of the man whose name is its title. He is a bewildering mixture of genuine enthusiasm 
and theatrical insincerity, of cold heart and hot imagination. The scene is set in a 
country-house in Russia during some weeks of the summer holidays and the story 
describes Rudin’s impact upon the various people who form the society of the neigh- 
bourhood. Nothing sensational happens, beyond an abortive romance and some mild 
qucreling, until in the last pages Rudin is shown years later dying during a street 
ght in the Paris of 1848. In First Love (1860) a boy of sixteen falls desperately in love 
with a mysterious and enchanting girl a few years older than himself, who has come 
with her mother to stay for the holidays in a house next to that of his parents. Gradually 
he finds out that she is carrying on an intrigue with his father. A postscript describes 
how many years later he learns of her death in childbed. Though told with the same 
lucid beauty of form as Rudin, First Love achieves an even greater perfection. The 
present translations are prefaced by a critical introduction by Lord David Cecil. 


DANDELION DAYS. Henry Williamson. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 
304 pages. Paper bound. 

In this story of school-life a generation ago, which forms the second of Henry 
Williamson's The Flax of Dreams series dealing with the childhood, boyhood, youth 
and early manhood of Willie Maddison, the author reveals his deep knowledge and 
love of the English countryside. ‘Mad Willie’ is a sensitive and imaginative boy who 
reacts against the conventional educational curriculum presided over at Colham 
Grammar School by a headmaster of the hearty dominant type. In company with his 
inseparable companion Jack Temperley, Willie gets most of his schooling from an 
exploration of the surrounding country. Originally published in 1922, the novel was 
revised in 1930 and is now reissued as a Penguin. 


THE MASTERPIECE. Emile Zola. Translated from the French, with an 
Introduction, by Thomas Walton. Elek, 12s.6d. 1C8. 448 pages. 


L’ uvre (1886) is based on the somewhat unreal and theatrical theme of an artist torn 
between dedication to his art and his love for a beautiful girl. The book has value on 
account of its immense vitality and the documentary and historical interest of its 
picture of Paris and the art circles there in the closing decades of the nineteenth century. 
The artist, Claude Lantier, who finally commits suicide in front of his uncompleted 
masterpiece, is founded to a certain extent on Zola’s friend the great painter Paul 
Cézanne, in the same way as the writer Pierre Sandoz is partly a self-portrait. Lantier 
fails, according to Zola, because he attempts to put the whole of nature into his pictures, 
and he credits him with schemes for vast murals depicting every aspect of modern 
life which are far more characteristic of Zola himself than Cézanne. L’ GEuvre, of which 
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this is a new translation, is the fourteenth novel in the Rougon-Macquart series. The 
energy of the writing and the dramatic sweep of the book as a whole gives it a certain 
epic quality, in spite of its basically journalistic treatment. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 

Fiction 

BUNST AND THE BROWN vorIce. John Newton Chance. Oxford 

University Press, 6s. C8. 222 pages. 6 illustrations by Haworth. 

That incongruous couple, the eccentric Audacious Cotterell and his young ally the 
ever-hungry Bunst, are once again plunged headlong into adventure when the former’s 
ancient car breaks down and they are obliged to accept the hospitality of the flam- 
boyant Mr. Gulliver and his travelling players. Mr. Gulliver is obviously a rogue and 
it devolves upon Bunst and Audacious to prevent him from taking unlawful possession 
of some buried treasure, which they do after a series of lively incidents ending in a 
mad chase through the night and a battle royal. The escapades of this individual pair 
provide a mixture of fun and excitement that will attract most boys and girls from 
eleven to fourteen years. 


DAUNTLESS TAKES RECRUITS. Peter Dawlish. Oxford University Press, 
8s.6d. IC8. 236 pages. Drawings by P. A. Jobson. 


On a holiday cruise down the Thames, the young crew of that trim little sailing vessel, 
the Dauntless, take on board as recruits four boys who have fallen foul of the Thames 
barge-masters through making nuisances of themselves. A mishap to the barge of 
their chief enemy gives the new recruits an idea that makes them very unpopular, but 
events work out to everybody’s satisfaction. Into a gripping and thoroughly compe- 
tent story the author has woven a great deal of practical information that will make a 
strong appeal to any boy of twelve years onwards who is interested in sailing. 


THE BRYDONS !N A_ PICKLE. SURPRISES FOR THE BRYDONS. 
Kathleen Fidler. Lutterworth Press, 6s. each. C8. 206 : 188 pages. Colour 
frontispiece and black-and-white illustrations by T. R. Freeman. 

The four Brydon children and their many adventures are well known to young 

listeners to the B.B.C. Children’s Hour. In The Brydons in a Pickle the children have a 

rollicking time on a canal boat journeying between Blackburn and Liverpool and 

round up a coin-forger in their spare moments. Surprises for the Brydons relates adven- 
tures of many sorts—connected with a paddling-pool, a mysterious factory, a jumble 
sale, a lost monkey and a secret passage. For children from ten to thirteen years. 


THE SECRET OF HOLLOW HILL. Garry Hogg. Nelson, 7s.6d. L.Post 8. 
222 pages. Coloured frontispiece and 7 black-and-white illustrations by 
Drake Brookshaw. 


An original adventure story set in the Westmorland countryside which will appeal 
especially to mechanically minded children. Two boys and their sister are puzzled by 
the behaviour of a curious little man who disappears into some disused lead mines. 
He turns out, however, to be a scientist on the brink of an interesting discovery. How 
the children help him construct apparatus to further his schemes, how they outwit 
some unpleasant rivals who have wind of the work, and, in all, spend an exciting and 
unusual holiday, makes lively reading for children between thirteen and fifteen. 
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MYSTERY MOOR. Eric Leyland. Museum Press, 6s. C8. 222 pages. Coloured 
frontispiece. 


Bill Forbes wins a broken-down car in a raffle and, together with the scientifically 
minded Sam, who is a keen photographer, and Henry, who is full of money-making 
schemes and has leanings towards detection, sets off for a holiday in Cumberland. 
Established in Lower Wendale Manor, the boys soon find the neighbourhood teeming 
with intriguing mysteries; after many hair-raising adventures they expose a racket in 
the illegal breeding of fighting-cocks, and clear up another little problem concerning 
the local doctor’s son—who was not so shady as he seemed. A humorous and fast 
moving tale for boys from thirteen onwards. 


THE MASTER OF MARYKNOLL. Malcolm Saville. Evans Bros., 7s.6d. C8. 
224 pages. Coloured frontispiece and black-and-white illustrations by 
Alice Bush. Endpaper maps. 


The Master of Maryknoll, in spite of his suave exterior, is a somewhat sinister gentle- 
man, and when he learns that sixteen-year-old Charles Renislau is the son of a famous 
composer who has not been heard of since the fall of Warsaw and that Charles possesses 
his father’s valuable violin, he becomes a dangerous enemy. Charles has left his uncle’s 
house, where he is not happy, to make his own way in the world and, falling in with 
the Buckinghams—an engaging pair aged fifteen and thirteen—he has many unusual 
adventures before the tale’s surprising ending. The scene is laid in Shropshire which is 
authentically described. An excellent story for girls and boys from thirteen onwards. 


THE ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER. Mark Twain. Penguin Books, 
1s.6d. sC8, 222 pages. Paper bound. (Puffin Story Books) 


Mark Twain (1835-1910) wrote this book, based on recollections of true incidents in 
his youth, in 1876; but though the ‘adventures’ take place a hundred years ago, the 
simple and vivid style of the narrative and the author’s shrewd, yet kindly observa- 
tions of human nature make it perennially attractive to young people from twelve 
years onwards, and their elders, too. The scene is the shores of the Mississippi, where 
the young rascal Tom and his friends—chief among them is Huckleberry Finn, the 
romantic and debonair outcast—get up to every kind of mischief in school and out of 
it, play at pirates and secret societies, get involved in a local murder trial, and eventually 
discover some hidden treasure. 














































Non-Fiction 
THE CHURCH'S YEAR. Charles Alexander. Oxford University Press, 7s.6d. 
C8. 234 pages. Drawings by Patricia M. Lambe. Index. 

This calendar of Saints’ Days and holy occasions commemorated by the Church of 
England gives particulars of each Saint, and explains the reasons for the festivals and 
how they are celebrated, ending where relevant with an appropriate prayer. The 
accounts are clear and straightforward, and purely explanatory, making no attempt to 
teach doctrine or point a moral but simply stating the facts where they exist or tradi- 
tions where the truth cannot be verified. Since the Church Year includes both fixed 
and movable feasts, they have been arranged for convenience in the sequence of the 
year 1950. A useful and interesting little book for children of ten to fourteen years. 


ELIZABETH FRY. A Story Biography. Kitty Barne. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. 
sC8. 192 pages. Paper bound. (Puffin Story Books) 


Elizabeth Fry, n¢e Gurney (1780-1845), came of a large, brisk, cock-sure family of 
‘wide’ (or less strict) Quakers—cultivated, well to do, individualistic. ‘Betsy’ was 
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more sensitive, diffident and reserved than her brothers and sisters, and in the late 
teens felt called to a life of altruistic work. Miss Barne, incorporating material from 
diaries and letters, gives a sympathetic account of her childhood at the beautiful 
Earlham Hall, Norfolk, her conversion to ‘plain’ Quakerism, her marriage to the 
worthy London merchant Joseph Fry, and her home and public life in London and 
Epping. 1813 saw the inception of her work to ameliorate the conditions of the women 
prisoners in Newgate and other prisons and on convict ships—which she carried on till 
her death, but never at the expense of her home and children. This story of a noble life 
—of a woman who was not only a great reformer but also a remarkable Quaker who 
did much to bring Quakerism out of its narrow secularism and make it a liberating 
force in the world—should appeal to thoughtful children from thirteen years onwards. 


GOING TO THE BALLET. Arnold Haskell. Phoenix House, 7s.6d. sC8. 


124 pages. Frontispiece and 42 photographs. Appendix. Index. (Excursions 

Series for Young People) 
This is written for the boy or girl between nine and fourteen who is interested in ballet 
and wants to know more about it. It is conversational and persuasive; it tells a little of 
ballet history and the force of tradition, and a little of how dancers and ballets are 
made. Its chief concern, however, is to help the reader to appreciate how modern 
ballet is made from dancing, music, drama, and the use of costumes and scenery. The 
choice of illustrations is unconventional and shows imagination. The author has had 


much experience of lecturing to schools and is Director and Principal of the Sadler’s 
Wells ballet school. 


YOUR FAVOURITE DOG. Nina Scott Langley. Brockhampton Press, 3s.6d. 
D8. 32 pages. Drawings by the author. Bound paper boards. (The Young 
Naturalist Series) 

This handy little volume describes various breeds of dogs, giving useful facts about 

each dog, its good points, its disposition, and what it can do. It is divided into sections 

dealing with: Dogs for Use (Alsatian, Airedale, St. Bernard, Collie, etc.); Dogs for 

Sport (Spaniels, Retrievers, Setters, Hounds); Dogs for Companionship and Guard 

(Irish Wolfhound, Corgi, Dachshund, Pekingese, Bulldog, etc.); and Terriers. The 

author’s delightful drawings illustrate clearly the appearance of each dog. The book 

will interest any child from eleven years onwards, and not a few adults. 


FAIR PLAY. Munro Leaf. Warne, ss. F4. 94 pages. Illustrations by the author. 
This ingenious little book, consisting of entertaining drawings accompanied by a very 
simple text, is intended to explain to the child of five to eight years old why we must 
have rules, laws, and government, how these things work, and what goes to make a 
good or a bad citizen. The type is large and clear, and older children should be able to 
read it for themselves. 


WOODWORK FOR Boys. W. P. Matthew. English Universities Press, 5s. 
sR8. 96 pages. 89 figures in text. (Junior Teach Yourself Books) 
Intended for boys from eleven years upwards, this book gives clear and well-illustrated 
instructions for making a small bookcase, a scale model of a garage, a bedside table, a 
brickmaker’s mould, a desk, a stool, a display cabinet, trucks and bricks, a toboggan, 
shelves, a coffee-table, and sectional bookcases incorporating a small cupboard. The 
tools required are of the simplest and the twelve ‘jobs’ described are sufficiently casy 
to be tackled by the average handy youngster without any help from the grown-ups. 
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